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LME RED FLAG ASSESSMENT TEMPLATE 


Introduction 


• This document constitutes the LME RFA Template (the “template”) for the purposes of the LME Policy on Responsible Sourcing of LME-Listed Brands
(the “Policy”).  This template and embedded workbook is only required for Brands following the Audited LME RFA Track (Track B) and the Published
LME RFA Track (Track C). Capitalised terms not defined herein have the meaning ascribed to them in the Policy.


• This template is based on the “Supplement on Tin, Tantalum and Tungsten” of the OECD Due Diligence Guidance for Responsible Supply Chains of
Minerals from Conflict-Affected and High-Risk Areas, Third Edition.  References to “OECD Guidance” in the context of this template should be
interpreted accordingly.


• The purpose of the OECD Guidance is to help companies respect human rights and avoid contributing to conflict through their sourcing decisions,
including the choice of their suppliers1.


• Producers should consult the Policy for information on Reporting Periods, and submission deadlines;  other contextual information may be found in the
guidance notes published by the LME.


• Please submit all relevant documents in English, this includes the template, RFA workbook, and any supplemental documents the LME should consider
as part of the submission.


• The RFA workbook is available here:


Microsoft Excel 
Worksheet


1 OECD Guidance, page 12 
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Section 1. BRAND INFORMATION 


LME Brand Producer name2 


LME Brand name(s)2,3 


Reporting Period start date (DD/MM/YYYY) 


Reporting Period end date (DD/MM/YYYY) 


Date of submission (DD/MM/YYYY) 


Address of Brand producing site 


Website of Brand Producer 


Name of person submitting RFA 


Job title of person submitting RFA 


Phone number 


Email address 


2 This may be found on the list of LME Approved Brands: https://www.lme.com/en/physical-services/brands/approved-brands  
3 In the majority of cases, each Brand will require a unique RFA. However, if multiple Brands are produced by the same Producer, and the responses to the 
RFA questions are identical for all said Brands, one RFA may be submitted for all Brands. 



https://www.lme.com/en/physical-services/brands/approved-brands





LME Red Flag Assessment Template 


4 


Section 2. COMPANY MANAGEMENT SYSTEMS 


a. Describe the Producer’s supply chain due diligence policy. The policy should incorporate the standards against which due diligence is to be
conducted, consistent with the model policy contained in Annex II of the OECD Guidance.4


Please provide a link or a copy where available.


4 OECD Guidance, page 20 
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b. Describe how this policy been communicated to suppliers, employees, and the public.5


c. Explain the management structure responsible for the Producer’s due diligence, including who is directly responsible for implementing the supply
chain due diligence policy.6


5 OECD Guidance, page 17 
6 OECD Guidance, page 17 and page 52 
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d. Describe the system of controls and transparency over the mineral supply chain put in place by the Producer. This includes:
a. the type of information7 the Producer collects from suppliers,
b. whether this information is required in commercial contracts with suppliers8


c. the format of the record-keeping of the Producer (such as paper-based, computerised, digital leger technology, or part of an
institutionalised mechanism)8, and


d. for how long this information is stored8.


7 OECD Guidance, page 38, which refers to the information expected on page 37 
8 OECD Guidance, page 38 
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e. Describe the data the management system has yielded this Reporting Period and how it has strengthened the company’s due diligence efforts.9


f. Confirm that a company-level or industry-wide grievance mechanism has been established and provide evidence.10


9 OECD Guidance, page 52 
10 OECD Guidance, page 17 with details on page 40 
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g. Describe the Producer’s method for identifying Conflict-Affected and High-Risk Areas (“CAHRA”).11


11 Though not directly referenced in the OECD Guidance, the LME requires this information to be disclosed as part of the transparency requirements for 
Track C. In line with the Policy, the LME expects that the definition of “conflict-affected and high-risk areas” will be as set out in the “Supplement on Gold” of 
the OECD Guidance page 66. 
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Section 3. LOCATION OF MINERAL ORIGIN AND TRANSIT RED FLAG EVALUATION 


Use the workbook to provide the following information: 


a. On the basis of the Producer’s Company Management Systems for tracing the transit of materials from its operations and those of its suppliers, 
list all countries from which the minerals used for this Brand originated and transited through during the Reporting Period.


b. Identify whether each of the countries listed in (a.) is a source for the Brand material or a country through which the material only transits.
c. Specify the type of material being sourced or transited. This is optional to disclose and only requested to assist in answering the remaining 


questions.
d. Classify each country’s CAHRA status:


(i) A country of which no area falls into the CAHRA definition;
(ii) A country of which all areas fall into the CAHRA definition; or
(iii) A country of which some, but not all areas fall into the CAHRA definition. In this case, indicate whether the material is sourced from or 


transits through the CAHRA in the comment column.
e. For each of the source countries identified, assess if the volume of mineral the Producer sourced during the Reporting Period is in keeping with 


the source country's known reserves and expected production levels. Provide the result of your assessment.
f. For each of the countries identified, assess if this country known to transit materials from CAHRAs.
g. For each of the source countries in (b.), assess the status of the supplier’s Extractive Industry Transparency Initiative (“EITI”) implementation 


following these steps12:
(i) State whether or not the country is an EITI-implementing country13;
(ii) If the supplier is located in an EITI-implementing country, identify if the supplier is in compliance with the EITI reporting requirements of 


that country14. Provide links to the relevant company’s submission for the purpose of EITI reporting, where such a disclosure does not 
reveal commercially sensitive information.


(iii) If the country is not an EITI-implementing country, identify if the supplier takes other steps to provide transparency on payments to 
governments and other matters in line with the aims of EITI. Provide link(s) to disclosures where available.


12 The LME believes that financial crime and corruption risk represent important concerns for industry stakeholders.  Accordingly, the LME is particularly keen 
to ensure that the principles of the EITI, as referenced on page 52 of the OECD Guidance, are embedded into global supply chains.  As such, this template 
references the specific wording of the OECD Guidance in respect of EITI, but further requires that Producers explain broader disclosure on a per-country basis. 
13 The status of country’s EITI implementation can be found here: https://eiti.org/countries  
14 Producers are encouraged to contact the EITI International Secretariat secretariat@eiti.org for support in finding and understanding supplier’s reports. 



https://eiti.org/countries

mailto:secretariat@eiti.org
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Section 4. SUPPLIER RED FLAG EVALUATION 


The Producer is expected to identify all intermediaries, consolidators, or other actors upstream in their supply chain through their management 
system15. This includes but is not limited to: traders who provide minerals to the Producer or the Producer’s suppliers; parent companies of the 
Producer or the Producer’s suppliers; and companies that have a controlling interest in the Producer or Producer’s suppliers (“Relevant Companies”). 
The Producer then must identify whether any of the Relevant Companies operate in or source from CAHRAs16. 


If a Relevant Company operates in or sources minerals from a CAHRA, a potential OECD Red Flag is raised. Producers should verify through public 
sources, KYC checks, and engagement with suppliers to secure evidence (including spot checks as appropriate), that the supplier has strong company-
wide due diligence management systems. If evidence is secured (and provided to the LME upon request) that minerals from a red flag location of 
mineral origin and transit have not entered the Brand’s feedstock and the Relevant company has strong company-wide due diligence management 
systems, Producers may continue to use this template and follow the public disclosure requirements of the relevant Track. If no evidence is available, 
the supplier red flag remains and the Producer will be referred to Track A for enhanced due diligence with the support of an assurance framework17. 


Use the workbook to provide the following information: 


a. Indicate where the "Relevant Companies" have operated in or sourced minerals during the Reporting Period.
b. Classify the locations provided in (a.) into either locations where no minerals are produced (such as headquarters, offices, or holding companies) 


or locations where minerals are produced.
c. Classify each country’s CAHRA status:


(i) A country of which no area falls into the CAHRA definition;
(ii) A country of which all areas fall into the CAHRA definition; or
(iii) A country of which some, but not all areas fall into the CAHRA definition.  In this case, indicate whether the operations are located within 


the CAHRA in the comment column.
d. If any CAHRAs are identified, provide confirmation that the Producer has secured evidence that the origin or transit of the material entering their 


feedstock was not sourced from the CAHRA that raised the OECD supplier red flag and that the Relevant Company has strong company-wide 
due diligence management systems.


15 OECD Guidance, page 34, which refers to the information expected to be collected by Producers on page 37 
16 The LME is aware that the OECD Guidance goes further on this point, including countries with limited reserves or production levels and countries where 
minerals from CAHRAs are known to transit; however, the LME considers these points to be adequately covered in Section 3. 
17The LME provides a guidance note on this topic: https://www.lme.com/en/About/Responsibility/Responsible-sourcing#Guidance-notes-and-webinars  



https://www.lme.com/en/About/Responsibility/Responsible-sourcing#Guidance-notes-and-webinars
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Section 5. RED FLAG ASSESSMENT 


a. Is there any Input Material for the LME Brand where the origin is unable to be determined? ☐ Yes         ☐ No


b. Do any of the countries identified in Section 3 LOCATION OF MINERAL ORIGIN AND TRANSIT EVALUATION fall
into the CAHRA areas identified in 3.d?


☐ Yes         ☐ No


c. Do any of the source countries identified in Section 3 LOCATION OF MINERAL ORIGIN AND TRANSIT EVALUATION
receive a quantity of material that is out of keeping with the source country's known reserves and expected production
levels as answered in 3.e?


☐ Yes         ☐ No


d. Do any of the countries identified in Section 3 LOCATION OF MINERAL ORIGIN AND TRANSIT EVALUATION fall
into the list of countries known to transit materials from CAHRAs identified in 3.f?


☐ Yes         ☐ No


e. Do any of the countries identified in Section 4. SUPPLIER RED FLAG EVALUATION fall into the CAHRA areas
identified in 4.c without confirmation provided in 4.d?


☐ Yes       ☐ No


f. Is the answer to any of Section 5.a – 5.e positive?


If yes, the LME Brand is considered to have raised an OECD Red Flag and must use Track A.


☐ Yes        ☐ No


g. Does the Producer fail to identify the EITI status of any of the source countries identified in Section 3 LOCATION OF
MINERAL ORIGIN AND TRANSIT EVALUATION in 3.g.(i)?


☐ Yes         ☐ No


h. Does the Producer fail to provide supplier’s EITI disclosure information described in 3.g.(ii) for suppliers located in EITI-
implementing countries?


☐ Yes         ☐ No
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i. Does the Producer believe that the Red Flag Assessment should result in a different outcome than indicated in 5.f?  If
so, then a full explanation must be given.


Explanation: 


☐ Yes        ☐ No
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Additional comments: 











Appendix 1: Attachments
1. Supply chain due diligence policy
2. Sustainability report
3. Purchaser's code of ethics for suppliers and business partners





		ADPC1A9.tmp

		3 ORIGIN AND TRANSIT EVALUATION



		Blank Page

		Blank Page



		Text3: XX

		Text10: All of our policies can be found on our website: (XX).  This resource is available to our employees, suppliers and the public.  
 
Our employees receive training each year on multiple compliance topics, including Company's Code of Ethics, Anti-Corruption and Responsible Business Guidelines, etc.  
 
Suppliers are sent our "Purchasers Code of Ethics for Suppliers and Business Partners" during the vetting process and each year in case there is any change.  Additionally elements of our policy and our expectations are included in our Purchasing Standard Terms and Conditions.
 
Any impacts or violations would be reported in our annual Sustainability Report - also available on our website.

		Text1: XX

		Text2: XX

		Text4: XX

		Date1_af_date: 01-Jan-2023

		Date2_af_date: 31-Dec-2023

		Date3_af_date: 18-Jun-2024

		Text5: XX

		Text6: XX

		Text7: XX

		Text8: XX

		Text9: XX supply chain due diligence policy is a framework for us to manage risks and drive compliance across our purchasing and strategic raw materials efforts. It aligns our activities with multiple stakeholders and ensures transparency and proper compliance.  Our program defines criteria that potential suppliers must meet in order to qualify.  Potential suppliers must not have any instances certain risk factors, such as:  human rights violations, unfair labor practices, negative environmental impacts, violence, corruption, etc.  XX performs a risk assessment on potential suppliers and continues to monitor their performance.  Before entering into a supply agreement, we make it clear that suppliers must meet our "Purchasers Code of Ethics for Suppliers and Business Partners" and our Standard Terms and Conditions includes our expectation for ethical business practices.  We maintain an active internal audit program of monitoring and testing and in addition work with a 3rd party to screen all active suppliers in our ERM system for red flags.  We also have various community engagement forums in the local mining areas and engage with government authorities and NGOs to ensure we're good stewards of these natural resources.
 
 
 
 
 

		Text11: Our raw material purchasing is handled by our Commercial department.  Our Chief Commercial Officer is ultimately responsible for the activities of the department.  The CCO reports directly to XX CEO.  With in the purchasing department, we have a staff located in each country that we operate in.  For the XX brand, the relevant purchasing department is on-site at XX.  Oversight of this department is handled by our compliance function which sits within our Legal Department.  Together, Compliance and Purchasing set and enforce the rules and procedures for supplier due diligence.  In addition, the purchasing department is monitored and tested by our Internal Audit group that sits within our Corporate Finance team.

		Text12: The XX brand only purchases alumina from a processing facility in the XX; therefore we collect information such as production date, quality/ chemical composition, etc.  This information is digitally stored for a minimum of 7 years in our ERP system.  However, as the ore processed in the XX was extracted in XX, upon request, the supplier is capable of providing information regarding extraction/ mining dates, mining locations, and shipping routes.  Payments from the supplier to the local government are not made public, though the miner (XX which is majority owned by the XX government) does periodically produce an annual report in which they publish the fees paid by the supplier, which is referred to as an "Annual Use of Asset Fee".

		Text13: The XX brand has a long standing relationship with the alumina supplier and we did not vet any new sources.  Our 3rd party verification system did not find any red flags or instances of non-compliance 

		Text14: Yes, XX maintains a grievance system using a 3rd party called: "Ethical Advocate".  There is both a telephone number and a website that a whistle blower may utilize.  
 
This information is contained within our Code of Ethics document published  on our website:  XX

		Text15: XX only purchases alumina from one supplier who is based in XX.  However, as the ore was mined in XX we spent considerable time researching whether XX should be considered a "classification III" country, we ultimately determined "no".  
 
We first cross-checked XX with the TDI Sustainability Initiative, who rates XX a "low risk".  Next we checked the latest EU non-exhaustive list of CAHRAs, which doesn't list any region of XX as having characteristics of a CAHRA.  
 
In addition, XX also mines bauxite in XX - as the majority owner of XX in the XX [- though that material is not used for the XX brand].  The bauxite used at XX is mined in XX by XX which is 51% owned by the XX.  XX is not an area considered violent of having organized crime.
 
During our due diligence phase when making the acquisition of XX and in our daily operations since our acquisition, we have not been made aware by any authority that XX should be considered a CAHRA.
 
 

		Text16: 

		Text17: 

		Check Box1: Yes

		Check Box2: Off

		Check Box3: Yes

		Check Box4: Off

		Check Box5: Yes

		Check Box6: Off

		Check Box7: Yes

		Check Box8: Off

		Check Box9: Yes

		Check Box10: Off

		Check Box11: Yes

		Check Box12: Off

		Check Box13: Off

		Check Box14: Yes

		Check Box15: Yes

		Check Box16: Off

		Check Box17: Off

		Check Box18: Yes
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LME RED FLAG ASSESSMENT TEMPLATE 


Introduction 


• This document constitutes the LME RFA Template (the “template”) for the purposes of the LME Policy on Responsible Sourcing of LME-Listed Brands
(the “Policy”).  This template and embedded workbook is only required for Brands following the Audited LME RFA Track (Track B) and the Published
LME RFA Track (Track C). Capitalised terms not defined herein have the meaning ascribed to them in the Policy.


• This template is based on the “Supplement on Tin, Tantalum and Tungsten” of the OECD Due Diligence Guidance for Responsible Supply Chains of
Minerals from Conflict-Affected and High-Risk Areas, Third Edition.  References to “OECD Guidance” in the context of this template should be
interpreted accordingly.


• The purpose of the OECD Guidance is to help companies respect human rights and avoid contributing to conflict through their sourcing decisions,
including the choice of their suppliers1.


• Producers should consult the Policy for information on Reporting Periods, and submission deadlines;  other contextual information may be found in the
guidance notes published by the LME.


• Please submit all relevant documents in English, this includes the template, RFA workbook, and any supplemental documents the LME should consider
as part of the submission.


• The RFA workbook is available here:


Microsoft Excel 
Worksheet


1 OECD Guidance, page 12 
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Section 1. BRAND INFORMATION 


LME Brand Producer name2 


LME Brand name(s)2,3 


Reporting Period start date (DD/MM/YYYY) 


Reporting Period end date (DD/MM/YYYY) 


Date of submission (DD/MM/YYYY) 


Address of Brand producing site 


Website of Brand Producer 


Name of person submitting RFA 


Job title of person submitting RFA 


Phone number 


Email address 


2 This may be found on the list of LME Approved Brands: https://www.lme.com/en/physical-services/brands/approved-brands  
3 In the majority of cases, each Brand will require a unique RFA. However, if multiple Brands are produced by the same Producer, and the responses to the 
RFA questions are identical for all said Brands, one RFA may be submitted for all Brands. 



https://www.lme.com/en/physical-services/brands/approved-brands
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Section 2. COMPANY MANAGEMENT SYSTEMS 


a. Describe the Producer’s supply chain due diligence policy. The policy should incorporate the standards against which due diligence is to be
conducted, consistent with the model policy contained in Annex II of the OECD Guidance.4


Please provide a link or a copy where available.


4 OECD Guidance, page 20 
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b. Describe how this policy been communicated to suppliers, employees, and the public.5


c. Explain the management structure responsible for the Producer’s due diligence, including who is directly responsible for implementing the supply
chain due diligence policy.6


5 OECD Guidance, page 17 
6 OECD Guidance, page 17 and page 52 
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d. Describe the system of controls and transparency over the mineral supply chain put in place by the Producer. This includes:
a. the type of information7 the Producer collects from suppliers,
b. whether this information is required in commercial contracts with suppliers8


c. the format of the record-keeping of the Producer (such as paper-based, computerised, digital leger technology, or part of an
institutionalised mechanism)8, and


d. for how long this information is stored8.


7 OECD Guidance, page 38, which refers to the information expected on page 37 
8 OECD Guidance, page 38 
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e. Describe the data the management system has yielded this Reporting Period and how it has strengthened the company’s due diligence efforts.9


f. Confirm that a company-level or industry-wide grievance mechanism has been established and provide evidence.10


9 OECD Guidance, page 52 
10 OECD Guidance, page 17 with details on page 40 
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g. Describe the Producer’s method for identifying Conflict-Affected and High-Risk Areas (“CAHRA”).11


11 Though not directly referenced in the OECD Guidance, the LME requires this information to be disclosed as part of the transparency requirements for 
Track C. In line with the Policy, the LME expects that the definition of “conflict-affected and high-risk areas” will be as set out in the “Supplement on Gold” of 
the OECD Guidance page 66. 
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Section 3. LOCATION OF MINERAL ORIGIN AND TRANSIT RED FLAG EVALUATION 


Use the workbook to provide the following information: 


a. On the basis of the Producer’s Company Management Systems for tracing the transit of materials from its operations and those of its suppliers, 
list all countries from which the minerals used for this Brand originated and transited through during the Reporting Period.


b. Identify whether each of the countries listed in (a.) is a source for the Brand material or a country through which the material only transits.
c. Specify the type of material being sourced or transited. This is optional to disclose and only requested to assist in answering the remaining 


questions.
d. Classify each country’s CAHRA status:


(i) A country of which no area falls into the CAHRA definition;
(ii) A country of which all areas fall into the CAHRA definition; or
(iii) A country of which some, but not all areas fall into the CAHRA definition. In this case, indicate whether the material is sourced from or 


transits through the CAHRA in the comment column.
e. For each of the source countries identified, assess if the volume of mineral the Producer sourced during the Reporting Period is in keeping with 


the source country's known reserves and expected production levels. Provide the result of your assessment.
f. For each of the countries identified, assess if this country known to transit materials from CAHRAs.
g. For each of the source countries in (b.), assess the status of the supplier’s Extractive Industry Transparency Initiative (“EITI”) implementation 


following these steps12:
(i) State whether or not the country is an EITI-implementing country13;
(ii) If the supplier is located in an EITI-implementing country, identify if the supplier is in compliance with the EITI reporting requirements of 


that country14. Provide links to the relevant company’s submission for the purpose of EITI reporting, where such a disclosure does not 
reveal commercially sensitive information.


(iii) If the country is not an EITI-implementing country, identify if the supplier takes other steps to provide transparency on payments to 
governments and other matters in line with the aims of EITI. Provide link(s) to disclosures where available.


12 The LME believes that financial crime and corruption risk represent important concerns for industry stakeholders.  Accordingly, the LME is particularly keen 
to ensure that the principles of the EITI, as referenced on page 52 of the OECD Guidance, are embedded into global supply chains.  As such, this template 
references the specific wording of the OECD Guidance in respect of EITI, but further requires that Producers explain broader disclosure on a per-country basis. 
13 The status of country’s EITI implementation can be found here: https://eiti.org/countries  
14 Producers are encouraged to contact the EITI International Secretariat secretariat@eiti.org for support in finding and understanding supplier’s reports. 



https://eiti.org/countries

mailto:secretariat@eiti.org
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Section 4. SUPPLIER RED FLAG EVALUATION 


The Producer is expected to identify all intermediaries, consolidators, or other actors upstream in their supply chain through their management 
system15. This includes but is not limited to: traders who provide minerals to the Producer or the Producer’s suppliers; parent companies of the 
Producer or the Producer’s suppliers; and companies that have a controlling interest in the Producer or Producer’s suppliers (“Relevant Companies”). 
The Producer then must identify whether any of the Relevant Companies operate in or source from CAHRAs16. 


If a Relevant Company operates in or sources minerals from a CAHRA, a potential OECD Red Flag is raised. Producers should verify through public 
sources, KYC checks, and engagement with suppliers to secure evidence (including spot checks as appropriate), that the supplier has strong company-
wide due diligence management systems. If evidence is secured (and provided to the LME upon request) that minerals from a red flag location of 
mineral origin and transit have not entered the Brand’s feedstock and the Relevant company has strong company-wide due diligence management 
systems, Producers may continue to use this template and follow the public disclosure requirements of the relevant Track. If no evidence is available, 
the supplier red flag remains and the Producer will be referred to Track A for enhanced due diligence with the support of an assurance framework17. 


Use the workbook to provide the following information: 


a. Indicate where the "Relevant Companies" have operated in or sourced minerals during the Reporting Period.
b. Classify the locations provided in (a.) into either locations where no minerals are produced (such as headquarters, offices, or holding companies) 


or locations where minerals are produced.
c. Classify each country’s CAHRA status:


(i) A country of which no area falls into the CAHRA definition;
(ii) A country of which all areas fall into the CAHRA definition; or
(iii) A country of which some, but not all areas fall into the CAHRA definition.  In this case, indicate whether the operations are located within 


the CAHRA in the comment column.
d. If any CAHRAs are identified, provide confirmation that the Producer has secured evidence that the origin or transit of the material entering their 


feedstock was not sourced from the CAHRA that raised the OECD supplier red flag and that the Relevant Company has strong company-wide 
due diligence management systems.


15 OECD Guidance, page 34, which refers to the information expected to be collected by Producers on page 37 
16 The LME is aware that the OECD Guidance goes further on this point, including countries with limited reserves or production levels and countries where 
minerals from CAHRAs are known to transit; however, the LME considers these points to be adequately covered in Section 3. 
17The LME provides a guidance note on this topic: https://www.lme.com/en/About/Responsibility/Responsible-sourcing#Guidance-notes-and-webinars  



https://www.lme.com/en/About/Responsibility/Responsible-sourcing#Guidance-notes-and-webinars
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Section 5. RED FLAG ASSESSMENT 


a. Is there any Input Material for the LME Brand where the origin is unable to be determined? ☐ Yes         ☐ No


b. Do any of the countries identified in Section 3 LOCATION OF MINERAL ORIGIN AND TRANSIT EVALUATION fall
into the CAHRA areas identified in 3.d?


☐ Yes         ☐ No


c. Do any of the source countries identified in Section 3 LOCATION OF MINERAL ORIGIN AND TRANSIT EVALUATION
receive a quantity of material that is out of keeping with the source country's known reserves and expected production
levels as answered in 3.e?


☐ Yes         ☐ No


d. Do any of the countries identified in Section 3 LOCATION OF MINERAL ORIGIN AND TRANSIT EVALUATION fall
into the list of countries known to transit materials from CAHRAs identified in 3.f?


☐ Yes         ☐ No


e. Do any of the countries identified in Section 4. SUPPLIER RED FLAG EVALUATION fall into the CAHRA areas
identified in 4.c without confirmation provided in 4.d?


☐ Yes       ☐ No


f. Is the answer to any of Section 5.a – 5.e positive?


If yes, the LME Brand is considered to have raised an OECD Red Flag and must use Track A.


☐ Yes        ☐ No


g. Does the Producer fail to identify the EITI status of any of the source countries identified in Section 3 LOCATION OF
MINERAL ORIGIN AND TRANSIT EVALUATION in 3.g.(i)?


☐ Yes         ☐ No


h. Does the Producer fail to provide supplier’s EITI disclosure information described in 3.g.(ii) for suppliers located in EITI-
implementing countries?


☐ Yes         ☐ No
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i. Does the Producer believe that the Red Flag Assessment should result in a different outcome than indicated in 5.f?  If
so, then a full explanation must be given.


Explanation: 


☐ Yes        ☐ No
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Additional comments: 







Red Flag 1 Red Flag 2 Red Flag 3


Question from 


RFA


3.a. On the basis of the Producer’s 


Company Management Systems for 


tracing the transit of materials from its 


operations and those of its suppliers, list 


all countries from which the minerals 


used for this Brand originated and 


transited through during the Reporting 


Period.


3.b. Identify whether each of the 


countries listed in (a.) is a source for 


the Brand material or a country 


through which the material only 


transits.


3.c. Specify the type of material 


being sourced or transited. This 


is optional to disclose and only 


requested to assist in answering 


the remaining questions.


3.d. Classify each country’s Conflict-Affected or


High-Risk Area ("CAHRA") status.


3.e. For each of the source countries identified,


assess if the volume of mineral the Producer 


sourced during the Reporting Period is in 


keeping with the source country's known 


reserves and expected production levels. 


Provide the result of your assessment.


3.f. For each of the countries identified, assess 


if this country known to transit materials from 


CAHRAs.


Additional comments 


Clarification of 


required 


answers


Please enter the country name. Please enter "Source" or "transit only". Optional: you may enter the 


type of material sourced if 


desired.


Please enter country CAHRA evaluation as "No 


CAHRAs", "Some CAHRAs", or "All CAHRA".


For "Some CAHRAs", provide specific region in 


comments column K.


For source countries only:  Please enter Yes or 


No for source countries and NA for transit only 


countries.


For all countries: Please enter Yes if known to 


transit materials from CAHRAs or No if not.


For source countries only: (i) State whether or 


not the country is an EITI-implementing country. 


Please enter Yes or No for source countries and 


NA (Not Applicable) for transit only countries.


For source countries only: (ii) If the supplier is 


located in an EITI-implementing country, identify 


if the supplier is in compliance with the EITI 


reporting requirements of that country. Provide 


links to the relevant company’s submission for 


the purpose of EITI reporting, where such a 


disclosure does not reveal commercially 


sensitive information.


For source countries only: (iii) If the country is not an EITI-


implementing country, identify if the supplier takes other 


steps to provide transparency on payments to 


governments and other matters in line with the aims of 


EITI. Provide link(s) to disclosures where available.


Australia Source Alumina No CAHRA Yes No No NA


https://www.riotinto.com/en/invest/reports/taxes-paid-


report.


https://s29.q4cdn.com/844074237/files/doc_news/2023/0


1/4Q22-Alcoa-Financial-Results.pdf


https://www.hydro.com/globalassets/06-investors/reports-


and-presentations/annual-report/nhar23/integrated-


annual-report-2023_eng.pdf


Oman Producer location Aluminium No CAHRA Yes No No NA


EITI Implementation


3.g. For each of the source countries in (b.), assess the status of the supplier’s Extractive Industry Transparency Initiative (“EITI”) implementation following 


these steps


Country identification



https://www.riotinto.com/en/invest/reports/taxes-paid-report.

https://www.riotinto.com/en/invest/reports/taxes-paid-report.

https://www.riotinto.com/en/invest/reports/taxes-paid-report.

https://www.riotinto.com/en/invest/reports/taxes-paid-report.

https://www.riotinto.com/en/invest/reports/taxes-paid-report.

https://www.riotinto.com/en/invest/reports/taxes-paid-report.

https://www.riotinto.com/en/invest/reports/taxes-paid-report.

https://www.riotinto.com/en/invest/reports/taxes-paid-report.

https://www.riotinto.com/en/invest/reports/taxes-paid-report.





Question from RFA 4.a. Indicate where the Relevant 


Companies have operated in or 


sourced minerals during the


Reporting Period. 


4.b. Classify the locations provided in (a.) into 


either locations where no minerals are


produced (such as headquarters, offices, or 


holding companies) or locations where


minerals are produced. 


4.c. Classify each country’s Conflict-Affected or 


High-Risk Area ("CAHRA")  status.


4.d. If any CAHRAs are identified, provide confirmation


that the Producer has secured evidence that the origin or 


transit of the material entering their feedstock was not 


sourced from the CAHRA that raised the OECD supplier 


red flag and that the Relevant Company has strong 


company-wide due diligence management systems.


Clarification of required answers Please enter the country name. Please enter "No Mineral Production" or 


"Mineral Production"


Please enter country CAHRA evaluation as "No 


CAHRAs", "Some CAHRAs", or "All CAHRA".


Australia Mineral and metal production,Head office No CAHRAs NA


Brazil Mineral and metal production No CAHRAs NA


Canada Mineral  and metal production No CAHRAs NA


Spain Mineral  and metal production No CAHRAs NA


Guinea


Mineral production All CAHRA's Confirmed that material is not received from here. All 


Alumina is sourced from Australia and the supplier has 


confirmed using bauxite from within Australia


Newzeland Metal production No CAHRAs NA


Iceland Metal production No CAHRAs NA


Hungary Office No CAHRAs NA


The Netherlands Office No CAHRAs NA


Norway Metal production No CAHRAs NA


United states Metal production, Head quarters No CAHRAs NA


Saudi arabia Metal and mineral production


Some CAHRA's Confirmed that material is not received from here. All 


Alumina is sourced from Australia and the supplier has 


confirmed using bauxite from within Australia


Example answers







Appendix 1: Attachments
1. Annexure A - Management structure
2. Annexure B - Extract of the Alumina contract





		Text3: 

		Text10: The responsible sourcing policy and the the Human rights policy have been published on the our internet website. This information is available to all the stakeholders.
For our employees - these policies were communicated with an electronic communication during implementation. 
For suppliers - The hyperlink to the policy is shared during the request for quote. Suppliers are encouraged to read the policy and implement the requirement.
For public - Policy is available on our  website.
 
 

		Text1: 

		Text2: 

		Text4: 

		Date1_af_date: 01-Jan-2023

		Date2_af_date: 31-Dec-2023

		Date3_af_date: 

		Text5: 

		Text6: 

		Text7: 

		Text8: 

		Text9: Our company has published a Responsible Sourcing Policy. A link to this policy is available on our website.
 This policy is signed by our CFO( Chief Financial Officer).
 
 
This policy is in line with the internationally recognized principles as adopted by Sultanate of Oman and its laws. This requirement is mentioned within the policy. There is no specific mention to the United Nations sanctions resolutions. Since, Oman is a member of the UN and has adopted the UN resolutions in the past, it meets the requirement as mentioned in the model policy.
  
 
Our company have also developed a Human Rights Policy. This is available on our website. This policy is signed by our CEO(Chief Executive Officer).
 
 
Our CEO and CFO are the senior executives providing  the corporate commitment to implement these policies. These policies provide basis for our company to implement due diligence system and monitor our suppliers to ensure compliance. 

		Text11: The management structure is shown in Annexure A.
 We have published the responsible sourcing policy which is approved by our CFO and a human rights policy which is approved by our CEO. This demonstrates the senior management commitment. They also provide guidance and direction to implement the supply chain due diligence.Supply Chain Manager is directly responsible for implementing the supply chain due diligence policy.

		Text12: The system of controls and transparency in our company is through the vendor registration process and evidence gathering during the term of the contract.

In the vendor  registration process, there is  a question which requests the supplier to declare the list of countries from where they source the goods. If there are any countries which are listed as per UN sanctions, then we would not engage with that company. For a mineral producer, he is expected to declare if he is using any of the sanctioned countries.

Information specific to Alumina sourcing -
In all our Alumina contracts, sanctions and compliance clauses are included. A copy of the relevant clauses is enclosed in Annexure B. These clauses take care of the requirement  as defined in the OECD guidance. The contract term binds both parties to comply with the requirement and ensures exchange of information between both parties. Our company has developed due diligence process and suppliers are audited based on this criteria.
- The alumina supply contract also mentions about the approved refinery and the approved load port. Our contracts only mentions refineries and load ports in Australia and Brazil.
- All the supplier records related to their mineral supply chain origin are kept in electronic format and are reviewed regularly. The most recent review happened in Dec 2023. Each shipment carries a certificate of origin which helps in maintaining the traceability for these minerals.
- Information is stored electronically. It is  kept updated as long as the relationship with the supplier is active and conducting business with the supplier. The data is kept for a period of 10 years.

In the reporting period, we have dealt with leading mineral suppliers like RioTinto, Alcoa & Hydro. All these suppliers share their information related to payments to governments, and other information as required under OECD guidance. We consolidate this information from these disclosures.
Rio Tinto hassupplied Alumina to our company since 2008. They have supplied with the bauxite mined from their Australian mines and refinery.
Aloca is the another supplier who supplies Alumina from their Australian mines and refinery.
We were responsible for shipping the material from Australian port to Sohar port without any transshipment countries.

Hydro is another source for supply of Alumina. They have supplied Alumina from the Australian sources during this reporting period.
Hydro is responsible to transport and deliver the Alumina until our port facility. There are no transshipment ports and the ship follows the standard delivery route and the timing.

All these companies are leading producers in the market and they are ASI certified. They publish the information required as per OECD guidance. This information is sourced from their respective website.

		Text13: The most recent data gathering exercise has happened in Dec 2023 period.
All the submitted data has been reviewed and no red flags identified.

Specifically for Alumina, we had 3 sources during this period. We conducted site audit for one of the supplier who supplied the major volume during this reporting period. No red flags identified. Other 2 suppliers provided required information to confirm that there are no red flags.

We also verify the certificate of origin against each shipment and no red flags identified in the last year. All Alumina shipments originated from Australia.

		Text14: Ou company has set up a grievance mechanism which is managed by an indenpendent third party service provider. All our contracts provide details of this reporting system. In addition to this, Our website also provides details of this mechanism.
 The website provides guidance to our code of conduct and a link to a third party administered grievance reporting mechanism. This system helps to accurately record all the grievance and provide mechanism to track and address them.
 

		Text15: During the vendor registration process, the suppliers are asked to provide the information related to their origin/source of supply. The countries list is compared against the list of CAHRA.

 

In addition to this, during the bid submission stage, suppliers are asked to share the sourcing/manufacturing location details. This information is checked against the CAHRA. During evaluation, this information is considered and any non-compliant bid is excluded.

 

 

For identifying the CAHRA, we have developed an internal process which takes the references from European Union regulation (EU)2017/821, Responsible minerals initiative.(RMI), World bank and TDi Sustainability. This CAHRA list is reviewed by the senior management team to ensure data accuracy. The CARHA list is reviewed and updated on an annual basis.

 

As per the above mentioned  CAHRA identification criteria, Australia does not feature in this list. 

 

All 3 suppliers have sourced the material from Australian mines which are then further processed in their refineries in Australia during this reporting period.

 

		Text16: 

		Text17: 

		Check Box1: Yes

		Check Box2: Off

		Check Box3: Yes

		Check Box4: Off

		Check Box5: Yes

		Check Box6: Off

		Check Box7: Yes

		Check Box8: Off

		Check Box9: Yes

		Check Box10: Off

		Check Box11: Yes

		Check Box12: Off

		Check Box13: Off

		Check Box14: Yes

		Check Box15: Yes

		Check Box16: Off

		Check Box17: Off

		Check Box18: Yes
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LME RED FLAG ASSESSMENT TEMPLATE 


Introduction 


• This document constitutes the LME RFA Template (the “template”) for the purposes of the LME Policy on Responsible Sourcing of LME-Listed Brands
(the “Policy”).  This template and embedded workbook is only required for Brands following the Audited LME RFA Track (Track B) and the Published
LME RFA Track (Track C). Capitalised terms not defined herein have the meaning ascribed to them in the Policy.


• This template is based on the “Supplement on Tin, Tantalum and Tungsten” of the OECD Due Diligence Guidance for Responsible Supply Chains of
Minerals from Conflict-Affected and High-Risk Areas, Third Edition.  References to “OECD Guidance” in the context of this template should be
interpreted accordingly.


• The purpose of the OECD Guidance is to help companies respect human rights and avoid contributing to conflict through their sourcing decisions,
including the choice of their suppliers1.


• Producers should consult the Policy for information on Reporting Periods, and submission deadlines;  other contextual information may be found in the
guidance notes published by the LME.


• Please submit all relevant documents in English, this includes the template, RFA workbook, and any supplemental documents the LME should consider
as part of the submission.


• The RFA workbook is available here:


Microsoft Excel 
Worksheet


1 OECD Guidance, page 12 
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Section 1. BRAND INFORMATION 


LME Brand Producer name2 


LME Brand name(s)2,3 


Reporting Period start date (DD/MM/YYYY) 


Reporting Period end date (DD/MM/YYYY) 


Date of submission (DD/MM/YYYY) 


Address of Brand producing site 


Website of Brand Producer 


Name of person submitting RFA 


Job title of person submitting RFA 


Phone number 


Email address 


2 This may be found on the list of LME Approved Brands: https://www.lme.com/en/physical-services/brands/approved-brands  
3 In the majority of cases, each Brand will require a unique RFA. However, if multiple Brands are produced by the same Producer, and the responses to the 
RFA questions are identical for all said Brands, one RFA may be submitted for all Brands. 



https://www.lme.com/en/physical-services/brands/approved-brands
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Section 2. COMPANY MANAGEMENT SYSTEMS 


a. Describe the Producer’s supply chain due diligence policy. The policy should incorporate the standards against which due diligence is to be
conducted, consistent with the model policy contained in Annex II of the OECD Guidance.4


Please provide a link or a copy where available.


4 OECD Guidance, page 20 
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b. Describe how this policy been communicated to suppliers, employees, and the public.5


c. Explain the management structure responsible for the Producer’s due diligence, including who is directly responsible for implementing the supply
chain due diligence policy.6


5 OECD Guidance, page 17 
6 OECD Guidance, page 17 and page 52 
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d. Describe the system of controls and transparency over the mineral supply chain put in place by the Producer. This includes:
a. the type of information7 the Producer collects from suppliers,
b. whether this information is required in commercial contracts with suppliers8


c. the format of the record-keeping of the Producer (such as paper-based, computerised, digital leger technology, or part of an
institutionalised mechanism)8, and


d. for how long this information is stored8.


7 OECD Guidance, page 38, which refers to the information expected on page 37 
8 OECD Guidance, page 38 
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e. Describe the data the management system has yielded this Reporting Period and how it has strengthened the company’s due diligence efforts.9


f. Confirm that a company-level or industry-wide grievance mechanism has been established and provide evidence.10


9 OECD Guidance, page 52 
10 OECD Guidance, page 17 with details on page 40 
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g. Describe the Producer’s method for identifying Conflict-Affected and High-Risk Areas (“CAHRA”).11


11 Though not directly referenced in the OECD Guidance, the LME requires this information to be disclosed as part of the transparency requirements for 
Track C. In line with the Policy, the LME expects that the definition of “conflict-affected and high-risk areas” will be as set out in the “Supplement on Gold” of 
the OECD Guidance page 66. 
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Section 3. LOCATION OF MINERAL ORIGIN AND TRANSIT RED FLAG EVALUATION 


Use the workbook to provide the following information: 


a. On the basis of the Producer’s Company Management Systems for tracing the transit of materials from its operations and those of its suppliers, 
list all countries from which the minerals used for this Brand originated and transited through during the Reporting Period.


b. Identify whether each of the countries listed in (a.) is a source for the Brand material or a country through which the material only transits.
c. Specify the type of material being sourced or transited. This is optional to disclose and only requested to assist in answering the remaining 


questions.
d. Classify each country’s CAHRA status:


(i) A country of which no area falls into the CAHRA definition;
(ii) A country of which all areas fall into the CAHRA definition; or
(iii) A country of which some, but not all areas fall into the CAHRA definition. In this case, indicate whether the material is sourced from or 


transits through the CAHRA in the comment column.
e. For each of the source countries identified, assess if the volume of mineral the Producer sourced during the Reporting Period is in keeping with 


the source country's known reserves and expected production levels. Provide the result of your assessment.
f. For each of the countries identified, assess if this country known to transit materials from CAHRAs.
g. For each of the source countries in (b.), assess the status of the supplier’s Extractive Industry Transparency Initiative (“EITI”) implementation 


following these steps12:
(i) State whether or not the country is an EITI-implementing country13;
(ii) If the supplier is located in an EITI-implementing country, identify if the supplier is in compliance with the EITI reporting requirements of 


that country14. Provide links to the relevant company’s submission for the purpose of EITI reporting, where such a disclosure does not 
reveal commercially sensitive information.


(iii) If the country is not an EITI-implementing country, identify if the supplier takes other steps to provide transparency on payments to 
governments and other matters in line with the aims of EITI. Provide link(s) to disclosures where available.


12 The LME believes that financial crime and corruption risk represent important concerns for industry stakeholders.  Accordingly, the LME is particularly keen 
to ensure that the principles of the EITI, as referenced on page 52 of the OECD Guidance, are embedded into global supply chains.  As such, this template 
references the specific wording of the OECD Guidance in respect of EITI, but further requires that Producers explain broader disclosure on a per-country basis. 
13 The status of country’s EITI implementation can be found here: https://eiti.org/countries  
14 Producers are encouraged to contact the EITI International Secretariat secretariat@eiti.org for support in finding and understanding supplier’s reports. 



https://eiti.org/countries

mailto:secretariat@eiti.org
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Section 4. SUPPLIER RED FLAG EVALUATION 


The Producer is expected to identify all intermediaries, consolidators, or other actors upstream in their supply chain through their management 
system15. This includes but is not limited to: traders who provide minerals to the Producer or the Producer’s suppliers; parent companies of the 
Producer or the Producer’s suppliers; and companies that have a controlling interest in the Producer or Producer’s suppliers (“Relevant Companies”). 
The Producer then must identify whether any of the Relevant Companies operate in or source from CAHRAs16. 


If a Relevant Company operates in or sources minerals from a CAHRA, a potential OECD Red Flag is raised. Producers should verify through public 
sources, KYC checks, and engagement with suppliers to secure evidence (including spot checks as appropriate), that the supplier has strong company-
wide due diligence management systems. If evidence is secured (and provided to the LME upon request) that minerals from a red flag location of 
mineral origin and transit have not entered the Brand’s feedstock and the Relevant company has strong company-wide due diligence management 
systems, Producers may continue to use this template and follow the public disclosure requirements of the relevant Track. If no evidence is available, 
the supplier red flag remains and the Producer will be referred to Track A for enhanced due diligence with the support of an assurance framework17. 


Use the workbook to provide the following information: 


a. Indicate where the "Relevant Companies" have operated in or sourced minerals during the Reporting Period.
b. Classify the locations provided in (a.) into either locations where no minerals are produced (such as headquarters, offices, or holding companies) 


or locations where minerals are produced.
c. Classify each country’s CAHRA status:


(i) A country of which no area falls into the CAHRA definition;
(ii) A country of which all areas fall into the CAHRA definition; or
(iii) A country of which some, but not all areas fall into the CAHRA definition.  In this case, indicate whether the operations are located within 


the CAHRA in the comment column.
d. If any CAHRAs are identified, provide confirmation that the Producer has secured evidence that the origin or transit of the material entering their 


feedstock was not sourced from the CAHRA that raised the OECD supplier red flag and that the Relevant Company has strong company-wide 
due diligence management systems.


15 OECD Guidance, page 34, which refers to the information expected to be collected by Producers on page 37 
16 The LME is aware that the OECD Guidance goes further on this point, including countries with limited reserves or production levels and countries where 
minerals from CAHRAs are known to transit; however, the LME considers these points to be adequately covered in Section 3. 
17The LME provides a guidance note on this topic: https://www.lme.com/en/About/Responsibility/Responsible-sourcing#Guidance-notes-and-webinars  



https://www.lme.com/en/About/Responsibility/Responsible-sourcing#Guidance-notes-and-webinars
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Section 5. RED FLAG ASSESSMENT 


a. Is there any Input Material for the LME Brand where the origin is unable to be determined? ☐ Yes         ☐ No


b. Do any of the countries identified in Section 3 LOCATION OF MINERAL ORIGIN AND TRANSIT EVALUATION fall
into the CAHRA areas identified in 3.d?


☐ Yes         ☐ No


c. Do any of the source countries identified in Section 3 LOCATION OF MINERAL ORIGIN AND TRANSIT EVALUATION
receive a quantity of material that is out of keeping with the source country's known reserves and expected production
levels as answered in 3.e?


☐ Yes         ☐ No


d. Do any of the countries identified in Section 3 LOCATION OF MINERAL ORIGIN AND TRANSIT EVALUATION fall
into the list of countries known to transit materials from CAHRAs identified in 3.f?


☐ Yes         ☐ No


e. Do any of the countries identified in Section 4. SUPPLIER RED FLAG EVALUATION fall into the CAHRA areas
identified in 4.c without confirmation provided in 4.d?


☐ Yes       ☐ No


f. Is the answer to any of Section 5.a – 5.e positive?


If yes, the LME Brand is considered to have raised an OECD Red Flag and must use Track A.


☐ Yes        ☐ No


g. Does the Producer fail to identify the EITI status of any of the source countries identified in Section 3 LOCATION OF
MINERAL ORIGIN AND TRANSIT EVALUATION in 3.g.(i)?


☐ Yes         ☐ No


h. Does the Producer fail to provide supplier’s EITI disclosure information described in 3.g.(ii) for suppliers located in EITI-
implementing countries?


☐ Yes         ☐ No
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i. Does the Producer believe that the Red Flag Assessment should result in a different outcome than indicated in 5.f?  If
so, then a full explanation must be given.


Explanation: 


☐ Yes        ☐ No
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Additional comments: 


 







Red Flag 1 Red Flag 2 Red Flag 3
Question from 
RFA


3.a. On the basis of the Producer’s 
Company Management Systems for 
tracing the transit of materials from its 
operations and those of its suppliers, 
list all countries from which the 
minerals used for this Brand originated 
and transited through during the 
Reporting Period.


3.b. Identify whether each of the 
countries listed in (a.) is a source for 
the Brand material or a country 
through which the material only 
transits.


3.c. Specify the type of material 
being sourced or transited. This 
is optional to disclose and only 
requested to assist in 
answering the remaining 
questions.


3.d. Classify each country’s Conflict‐Affected or 
High‐Risk Area ("CAHRA") status.


3.e. For each of the source countries identified, 
assess if the volume of mineral the Producer 
sourced during the Reporting Period is in 
keeping with the source country's known 
reserves and expected production levels. 
Provide the result of your assessment.


3.f. For each of the countries identified, assess 
if this country known to transit materials from 
CAHRAs.


Additional comments 


Clarification of 
required 
answers


Please enter the country name. Please enter "Source" or "transit only". Optional: you may enter the 
type of material sourced if 
desired.


Please enter country CAHRA evaluation as "No 
CAHRAs", "Some CAHRAs", or "All CAHRA".


For "Some CAHRAs", provide specific region in 
comments column K.


For source countries only:  Please enter Yes or 
No for source countries and NA for transit only 
countries.


For all countries: Please enter Yes if known to 
transit materials from CAHRAs or No if not.


For source countries only: (i) State whether or 
not the country is an EITI‐implementing country. 
Please enter Yes or No for source countries and 
NA (Not Applicable) for transit only countries.


For source countries only: (ii) If the supplier is 
located in an EITI‐implementing country, identify 
if the supplier is in compliance with the EITI 
reporting requirements of that country. Provide 
links to the relevant company’s submission for 
the purpose of EITI reporting, where such a 
disclosure does not reveal commercially 
sensitive information.


For source countries only: (iii) If the country is not an EITI‐
implementing country, identify if the supplier takes other 
steps to provide transparency on payments to 
governments and other matters in line with the aims of 
EITI. Provide link(s) to disclosures where available.


Brazil Source Alumina No CAHRAs Yes No No NA alumina supplier is an EITI supporter
Australia Source Alumina No CAHRAs Yes No No NA alumina supplier is an EITI supporter
Argentina Transit only Alumina No CAHRAs NA No NA NA NA


EITI Implementation
3.g. For each of the source countries in (b.), assess the status of the supplier’s Extractive Industry Transparency Initiative (“EITI”) implementation 


following these steps


Country identification


Answers







Question from RFA 4.a. Indicate where the Relevant 
Companies have operated in or 
sourced minerals during the 
Reporting Period. 


4.b. Classify the locations provided in (a.) into 
either locations where no minerals are 
produced (such as headquarters, offices, or 
holding companies) or locations where 
minerals are produced. 


4.c. Classify each country’s Conflict‐Affected or 
High‐Risk Area ("CAHRA")  status.


4.d. If any CAHRAs are identified, provide confirmation 
that the Producer has secured evidence that the origin or 
transit of the material entering their feedstock was not 
sourced from the CAHRA that raised the OECD supplier 
red flag and that the Relevant Company has strong 
company‐wide due diligence management systems.


Clarification of required answers Please enter the country name. Please enter "No Mineral Production" or 
"Mineral Production"


Please enter country CAHRA evaluation as "No 
CAHRAs", "Some CAHRAs", or "All CAHRA".


Australia Mineral Production No CAHRAs
Brazil Mineral Production No CAHRAs
Guinea  Mineral Production CAHRAs ASI provisional certification.  We do not source material 


from this origin.
Saudi Arabia Mineral Production No CAHRAs
Spain Mineral Production No CAHRAs
Canada No Mineral productions No CAHRAs
Iceland No Mineral productions No CAHRAs
Norway No Mineral productions No CAHRAs
United States No Mineral productions No CAHRAs


Example Answers







  


  


Appendix 1: Attachments 
Ethical Conduct Statement – External Collaborator 
Code of Principles – External Collaborator 
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3 ORIGIN AND TRANSIT EVALUATION


						Country identification									Red Flag 1			Red Flag 2			Red Flag 3			EITI Implementation


			Question from RFA			3.a. On the basis of the Producer’s Company Management Systems for tracing the transit of materials from its operations and those of its suppliers, list all countries from which the minerals used for this Brand originated and transited through during the Reporting Period.			3.b. Identify whether each of the countries listed in (a.) is a source for the Brand material or a country through which the material only transits.			3.c. Specify the type of material being sourced or transited. This is optional to disclose and only requested to assist in answering the remaining questions.			3.d. Classify each country’s Conflict-Affected or High-Risk Area ("CAHRA") status.			3.e. For each of the source countries identified, assess if the volume of mineral the Producer sourced during the Reporting Period is in keeping with the source country's known reserves and expected production levels. Provide the result of your assessment.			3.f. For each of the countries identified, assess if this country known to transit materials from CAHRAs.			3.g. For each of the source countries in (b.), assess the status of the supplier’s Extractive Industry Transparency Initiative (“EITI”) implementation following these steps									Additional comments 


			Clarification of required answers			Please enter the country name.			Please enter "Source" or "transit only".			Optional: you may enter the type of material sourced if desired.			Please enter country CAHRA evaluation as "No CAHRAs", "Some CAHRAs", or "All CAHRA".

For "Some CAHRAs", provide specific region in comments column K.			For source countries only:  Please enter Yes or No for source countries and NA for transit only countries.			For all countries: Please enter Yes if known to transit materials from CAHRAs or No if not.			For source countries only: (i) State whether or not the country is an EITI-implementing country. Please enter Yes or No for source countries and NA (Not Applicable) for transit only countries.			For source countries only: (ii) If the supplier is located in an EITI-implementing country, identify if the supplier is in compliance with the EITI reporting requirements of that country. Provide links to the relevant company’s submission for the purpose of EITI reporting, where such a disclosure does not reveal commercially sensitive information.			For source countries only: (iii) If the country is not an EITI-implementing country, identify if the supplier takes other steps to provide transparency on payments to governments and other matters in line with the aims of EITI. Provide link(s) to disclosures where available.


			Example answers			Country A			Source			Copper concentrate			No CAHRAs			Yes			No			Yes			Not in compliance			NA


						Country B			Source			Alumina			Some CAHRAs			No			No			Yes			In compliance, report here: (link)			NA			Region ABC in Country B is considered a CAHRA and the materials we source do not come from this region.


						Country C			Transit only			Zinc oxide			All CAHRA			NA			Yes			NA			NA			NA


						Country D			Source			Bauxite			No CAHRAs			Yes			No			No			NA			Reporting on payments to governments on page XX (link)








4 SUPPLIER RED FLAG EVALUATION





			Question from RFA			4.a. Indicate where the Relevant Companies have operated in or sourced minerals during the Reporting Period. 			4.b. Classify the locations provided in (a.) into either locations where no minerals are produced (such as headquarters, offices, or holding companies) or locations where minerals are produced. 			4.c. Classify each country’s Conflict-Affected or High-Risk Area ("CAHRA")  status.			4.d. If any CAHRAs are identified, provide confirmation that the Producer has secured evidence that the origin or transit of the material entering their feedstock was not sourced from the CAHRA that raised the OECD supplier red flag and that the Relevant Company has strong company-wide due diligence management systems.


			Clarification of required answers			Please enter the country name.			Please enter "No Mineral Production" or "Mineral Production"			Please enter country CAHRA evaluation as "No CAHRAs", "Some CAHRAs", or "All CAHRA".


			Example answers			Country X			No Mineral Production			No CAHRAs


						Country Y			No Mineral Production			Some CAHRAs			[Confirmation needed]


						Country Z			Mineral Production			All CAHRA			[Confirmation needed]










3 ORIGIN AND TRANSIT EVALUATION


						Country identification									Red Flag 1			Red Flag 2			Red Flag 3			EITI Implementation


			Question from RFA			3.a. On the basis of the Producer’s Company Management Systems for tracing the transit of materials from its operations and those of its suppliers, list all countries from which the minerals used for this Brand originated and transited through during the Reporting Period.			3.b. Identify whether each of the countries listed in (a.) is a source for the Brand material or a country through which the material only transits.			3.c. Specify the type of material being sourced or transited. This is optional to disclose and only requested to assist in answering the remaining questions.			3.d. Classify each country’s Conflict-Affected or High-Risk Area ("CAHRA") status.			3.e. For each of the source countries identified, assess if the volume of mineral the Producer sourced during the Reporting Period is in keeping with the source country's known reserves and expected production levels. Provide the result of your assessment.			3.f. For each of the countries identified, assess if this country known to transit materials from CAHRAs.			3.g. For each of the source countries in (b.), assess the status of the supplier’s Extractive Industry Transparency Initiative (“EITI”) implementation following these steps									Additional comments 


			Clarification of required answers			Please enter the country name.			Please enter "Source" or "transit only".			Optional: you may enter the type of material sourced if desired.			Please enter country CAHRA evaluation as "No CAHRAs", "Some CAHRAs", or "All CAHRA".

For "Some CAHRAs", provide specific region in comments column K.			For source countries only:  Please enter Yes or No for source countries and NA for transit only countries.			For all countries: Please enter Yes if known to transit materials from CAHRAs or No if not.			For source countries only: (i) State whether or not the country is an EITI-implementing country. Please enter Yes or No for source countries and NA (Not Applicable) for transit only countries.			For source countries only: (ii) If the supplier is located in an EITI-implementing country, identify if the supplier is in compliance with the EITI reporting requirements of that country. Provide links to the relevant company’s submission for the purpose of EITI reporting, where such a disclosure does not reveal commercially sensitive information.			For source countries only: (iii) If the country is not an EITI-implementing country, identify if the supplier takes other steps to provide transparency on payments to governments and other matters in line with the aims of EITI. Provide link(s) to disclosures where available.


			Example answers			Country A			Source			Copper concentrate			No CAHRAs			Yes			No			Yes			Not in compliance			NA


						Country B			Source			Alumina			Some CAHRAs			No			No			Yes			In compliance, report here: (link)			NA			Region ABC in Country B is considered a CAHRA and the materials we source do not come from this region.


						Country C			Transit only			Zinc oxide			All CAHRA			NA			Yes			NA			NA			NA


						Country D			Source			Bauxite			No CAHRAs			Yes			No			No			NA			Reporting on payments to governments on page XX (link)








4 SUPPLIER RED FLAG EVALUATION





			Question from RFA			4.a. Indicate where the Relevant Companies have operated in or sourced minerals during the Reporting Period. 			4.b. Classify the locations provided in (a.) into either locations where no minerals are produced (such as headquarters, offices, or holding companies) or locations where minerals are produced. 			4.c. Classify each country’s Conflict-Affected or High-Risk Area ("CAHRA")  status.			4.d. If any CAHRAs are identified, provide confirmation that the Producer has secured evidence that the origin or transit of the material entering their feedstock was not sourced from the CAHRA that raised the OECD supplier red flag and that the Relevant Company has strong company-wide due diligence management systems.


			Clarification of required answers			Please enter the country name.			Please enter "No Mineral Production" or "Mineral Production"			Please enter country CAHRA evaluation as "No CAHRAs", "Some CAHRAs", or "All CAHRA".


			Example answers			Country X			No Mineral Production			No CAHRAs


						Country Y			No Mineral Production			Some CAHRAs			[Confirmation needed]


						Country Z			Mineral Production			All CAHRA			[Confirmation needed]








		Text1: 

		Text2: 

		Text3: 

		Text4: 

		Date1_af_date: 01-jan-2023

		Date2_af_date: 31-Dec-2023

		Date3_af_date: 28-Jun-2024

		Text5: 

		Text6: 

		Text7: 

		Text8: 

		Text9: Our company has implemented an Integrity Program whose main objectives are to minimize risks and promote a culture of ethical conduct and transparency.  We believe that effective participation and responsibility of each employee in the workplace are crucial for building a robust ethical culture.
Our Code of Principles, along with all associated policies and procedures, establishes the standards of behavior that should guide all employees in the performance of their daily activities and company directors/managers in making strategic decisions within the framework of our company's Mission, Vision, Values, and Objectives.
The company also expects that, during their business relationships, suppliers maintain high ethical standards and adhere to the principles established by the United Nations Global Compact initiative and the rules provided by our Integrity Program, such as the Summarized Code of Principles for External Collaborators, the Anti-Corruption Policy, and the Statement of Ethical Conduct.  External collaborators must also comply with the Conflict of Interest Declaration and the Verification Questionnaire.  Our Code of Principles can be found in our website.
Additionally, all suppliers must sign the attached Summarized Code of Principles for External Collaborators, which also stipulates that:  “This Summarized Code of Principles for External Collaborators summarizes the main aspects of our Code of Principles which is available to External Collaborators on our website.  These aspects must be respected and complied with, as well as actively promote its compliance among external collaborators within their supply chain”. 
Moreover, within the framework of the Authorized Economic Operator (AEO) Program, managed by the local Customs Office, our company has complied with the first two categories (Compliance and Simplification, related to tax and commercial records, internal Customs risk analysis, and financial solvency), and is in the process of submitting documentation to achieve the third and highest category (Security).  Maintaining the Security category requires regular updates on international supply chain procedures and risk mapping, as well as periodic internal or external audits on the compliance with the AEO program.
Background of the AEO program: In June 2005, the WCO Council adopted the SAFE Framework of Standards to Secure and Facilitate Global Trade (SAFE Framework), which would act as a deterrent to international terrorism, secure revenue collection, and promote trade facilitation worldwide.  In 2007, the Authorized Economic Operator (AEO) Program, the WCO´s flagship customs-business partnership program, was introduced.
The SAFE Framework has emerged as the concerted response of the global customs community to threats to the security of the supply chain, while also supporting the facilitation of legitimate and secure business.  It prescribes core standards that have been tested and proven effective worldwide. This international instrument strives to establish a safer world trade regime and also heralds a new approach to working methods and partnerships for both customs and business, towards a common goal based on trust.
 

		Text10: Our employees have access to the Code of Principles and the associated policies and procedures through the SoftExpert system, and they adhere to these by signing them upon joining the company.  Additionally, on the intranet, employees have direct access to these documents.
Furthermore, the Code of Principles is available on our website under the Integrity Program section, where reporting channels for both internal personnel and third parties are also made available.
Similarly, suppliers have received the Summarized Code of Principle for External Collaborators, the Anti-Corruption policy, the Statement of Ethical Conduct, and other relevant documentation via email communication.

		Text11: The Compliance Officer is responsible for all necessary actions for the existence, development and execution of the Integrity Program, with the assistance of the Audit Management and Legal Affairs Management.  Similarly, the Commercial and Procurement Management departments assist in sending documentation, background verification, and compilation of due diligence documentation.

		Text12: a. The required information consists of data aimed at background verification, acceptance of anti-corruption policies, ethical conduct and code of principles, conflict of interest declaration, and, if applicable, the relevant documentation required by the Authorized Economic Operator (AEO) program.  More specifically, regarding imports, the supplier provides information for each shipment, including quantity of material, its origin, and beneficial ownership.  This information is recorded and stored in our SAP DMS module.  The transportation routes are required on a case-by-case basis and suppliers always respond to our request. This information only keeps recorded in emails exchanges.
b. Commercial contracts establish the obligation to comply with regulations, anti-corruption measures, and penalties.
c. A digital storage system has been developed within the SAP Document Management System (DMS) module, where documents related to due diligence are stores and linked to Customer and Supplier Masters as appropriate.
d. The information is stored for an indefinite period.

		Text13: During this period and based on the Compliance Officer's management reports, it has been duly noted the effective implementation and compliance to Integrity Program.  Ongoing training initiatives for staff, including the annual training plan and specific training sessions, have continued.  Additionally, the management of the background verification system for external collaborators and the storage of related documentation has been maintained.  Procedures has been updated accordingly, and efforts have been made to integrate these updates into the Annual Compliance Audit Plan for the Integrity Program, along with maintaining its risk matrix.

		Text14: In accordance with the applicable legislation, our company has a compliance hotline and encourages its use for receiving inquires, request for guidance, complaints, or reports of situations or behaviors contrary to our Code of Principles in an anonymous and confidential manner.  The reporting channels (telephone and web form) are available to external collaborators, such as our suppliers, on our website, under the Integrity Program section.
On the same website, there is an available form through which inquires, request for information and any other kind of messages can be submitted to different departments within the company.
Additionally, suppliers and customers receive periodic satisfaction surveys.

		Text15: To identify Conflict-Affected and High-Risk Areas (CAHRA) our approach is based on a review of the information available in the Sustainability Report of our supplier.  This report provides details about the countries where our supplier conduct mineral-related operations.  Based on this information, we can stablish a framework for evaluating areas of interest.
In determining CAHRA´s we take into account the sources recommended by the London Metal Exchange (LME) listed in their document “Appendix C: Guidance Note on Conflict-Affected and High-Risk Areas (CAHRAs)” of their guidelines.  Among these sources, those we have considered due to their free availability are the Indicative, non-exhaustive list of conflict-affected and high-risk areas under Regulation (EU) 2017/821 (CAHRA List), and the TDI Sustainability CAHRA Index.  These tools allow us to identify regions and countries that may be at risk due to conflicts or high-risk situations.
When we identify that our supplier operates in a country classified as a CAHRA, we conduct a detailed analysis, which includes several key aspects:
* Source of Raw Material:  We examine the source of the raw material to ensure it is not sourced from conflict areas that could compromise the integrity of our supply chain.
* Logistic of Shipment and Transportation Routes: We evaluate the shipping ports and transit routes used for our raw material to identify and mitigate potential risks along the transportation route to its final destination.
* Supplier Certifications:  We review whether our supplier has the corresponding certifications in the areas/countries identified as CAHRAs, ensuring they meet international standards for sustainability and social responsibility.
This evaluation process undergoes annual review to ensure that our criteria and procedures remain up-to-date and effective.  However, in exceptional situations or when new risks arise, we may carry out additional reviews frequently enough to ensure the safety and sustainability of our supply chain.
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LME RED FLAG ASSESSMENT TEMPLATE 


Introduction 


• This document constitutes the LME RFA Template (the “template”) for the purposes of the LME Policy on Responsible Sourcing of LME-Listed Brands
(the “Policy”).  This template and embedded workbook is only required for Brands following the Audited LME RFA Track (Track B) and the Published
LME RFA Track (Track C). Capitalised terms not defined herein have the meaning ascribed to them in the Policy.


• This template is based on the “Supplement on Tin, Tantalum and Tungsten” of the OECD Due Diligence Guidance for Responsible Supply Chains of
Minerals from Conflict-Affected and High-Risk Areas, Third Edition.  References to “OECD Guidance” in the context of this template should be
interpreted accordingly.


• The purpose of the OECD Guidance is to help companies respect human rights and avoid contributing to conflict through their sourcing decisions,
including the choice of their suppliers1.


• Producers should consult the Policy for information on Reporting Periods, and submission deadlines;  other contextual information may be found in the
guidance notes published by the LME.


• Please submit all relevant documents in English, this includes the template, RFA workbook, and any supplemental documents the LME should consider
as part of the submission.


• The RFA workbook is available here:


Microsoft Excel 
Worksheet


1 OECD Guidance, page 12 
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Section 1. BRAND INFORMATION 


LME Brand Producer name2 


LME Brand name(s)2,3 


Reporting Period start date (DD/MM/YYYY) 


Reporting Period end date (DD/MM/YYYY) 


Date of submission (DD/MM/YYYY) 


Address of Brand producing site 


Website of Brand Producer 


Name of person submitting RFA 


Job title of person submitting RFA 


Phone number 


Email address 


2 This may be found on the list of LME Approved Brands: https://www.lme.com/en/physical-services/brands/approved-brands  
3 In the majority of cases, each Brand will require a unique RFA. However, if multiple Brands are produced by the same Producer, and the responses to the 
RFA questions are identical for all said Brands, one RFA may be submitted for all Brands. 



https://www.lme.com/en/physical-services/brands/approved-brands
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Section 2. COMPANY MANAGEMENT SYSTEMS 


a. Describe the Producer’s supply chain due diligence policy. The policy should incorporate the standards against which due diligence is to be
conducted, consistent with the model policy contained in Annex II of the OECD Guidance.4


Please provide a link or a copy where available.


4 OECD Guidance, page 20 
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b. Describe how this policy been communicated to suppliers, employees, and the public.5


c. Explain the management structure responsible for the Producer’s due diligence, including who is directly responsible for implementing the supply
chain due diligence policy.6


5 OECD Guidance, page 17 
6 OECD Guidance, page 17 and page 52 
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d. Describe the system of controls and transparency over the mineral supply chain put in place by the Producer. This includes:
a. the type of information7 the Producer collects from suppliers,
b. whether this information is required in commercial contracts with suppliers8


c. the format of the record-keeping of the Producer (such as paper-based, computerised, digital leger technology, or part of an
institutionalised mechanism)8, and


d. for how long this information is stored8.


7 OECD Guidance, page 38, which refers to the information expected on page 37 
8 OECD Guidance, page 38 
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e. Describe the data the management system has yielded this Reporting Period and how it has strengthened the company’s due diligence efforts.9


f. Confirm that a company-level or industry-wide grievance mechanism has been established and provide evidence.10


9 OECD Guidance, page 52 
10 OECD Guidance, page 17 with details on page 40 
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g. Describe the Producer’s method for identifying Conflict-Affected and High-Risk Areas (“CAHRA”).11


11 Though not directly referenced in the OECD Guidance, the LME requires this information to be disclosed as part of the transparency requirements for 
Track C. In line with the Policy, the LME expects that the definition of “conflict-affected and high-risk areas” will be as set out in the “Supplement on Gold” of 
the OECD Guidance page 66. 
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Section 3. LOCATION OF MINERAL ORIGIN AND TRANSIT RED FLAG EVALUATION 


Use the workbook to provide the following information: 


a. On the basis of the Producer’s Company Management Systems for tracing the transit of materials from its operations and those of its suppliers, 
list all countries from which the minerals used for this Brand originated and transited through during the Reporting Period.


b. Identify whether each of the countries listed in (a.) is a source for the Brand material or a country through which the material only transits.
c. Specify the type of material being sourced or transited. This is optional to disclose and only requested to assist in answering the remaining 


questions.
d. Classify each country’s CAHRA status:


(i) A country of which no area falls into the CAHRA definition;
(ii) A country of which all areas fall into the CAHRA definition; or
(iii) A country of which some, but not all areas fall into the CAHRA definition. In this case, indicate whether the material is sourced from or 


transits through the CAHRA in the comment column.
e. For each of the source countries identified, assess if the volume of mineral the Producer sourced during the Reporting Period is in keeping with 


the source country's known reserves and expected production levels. Provide the result of your assessment.
f. For each of the countries identified, assess if this country known to transit materials from CAHRAs.
g. For each of the source countries in (b.), assess the status of the supplier’s Extractive Industry Transparency Initiative (“EITI”) implementation 


following these steps12:
(i) State whether or not the country is an EITI-implementing country13;
(ii) If the supplier is located in an EITI-implementing country, identify if the supplier is in compliance with the EITI reporting requirements of 


that country14. Provide links to the relevant company’s submission for the purpose of EITI reporting, where such a disclosure does not 
reveal commercially sensitive information.


(iii) If the country is not an EITI-implementing country, identify if the supplier takes other steps to provide transparency on payments to 
governments and other matters in line with the aims of EITI. Provide link(s) to disclosures where available.


12 The LME believes that financial crime and corruption risk represent important concerns for industry stakeholders.  Accordingly, the LME is particularly keen 
to ensure that the principles of the EITI, as referenced on page 52 of the OECD Guidance, are embedded into global supply chains.  As such, this template 
references the specific wording of the OECD Guidance in respect of EITI, but further requires that Producers explain broader disclosure on a per-country basis. 
13 The status of country’s EITI implementation can be found here: https://eiti.org/countries  
14 Producers are encouraged to contact the EITI International Secretariat secretariat@eiti.org for support in finding and understanding supplier’s reports. 



https://eiti.org/countries

mailto:secretariat@eiti.org
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Section 4. SUPPLIER RED FLAG EVALUATION 


The Producer is expected to identify all intermediaries, consolidators, or other actors upstream in their supply chain through their management 
system15. This includes but is not limited to: traders who provide minerals to the Producer or the Producer’s suppliers; parent companies of the 
Producer or the Producer’s suppliers; and companies that have a controlling interest in the Producer or Producer’s suppliers (“Relevant Companies”). 
The Producer then must identify whether any of the Relevant Companies operate in or source from CAHRAs16. 


If a Relevant Company operates in or sources minerals from a CAHRA, a potential OECD Red Flag is raised. Producers should verify through public 
sources, KYC checks, and engagement with suppliers to secure evidence (including spot checks as appropriate), that the supplier has strong company-
wide due diligence management systems. If evidence is secured (and provided to the LME upon request) that minerals from a red flag location of 
mineral origin and transit have not entered the Brand’s feedstock and the Relevant company has strong company-wide due diligence management 
systems, Producers may continue to use this template and follow the public disclosure requirements of the relevant Track. If no evidence is available, 
the supplier red flag remains and the Producer will be referred to Track A for enhanced due diligence with the support of an assurance framework17. 


Use the workbook to provide the following information: 


a. Indicate where the "Relevant Companies" have operated in or sourced minerals during the Reporting Period.
b. Classify the locations provided in (a.) into either locations where no minerals are produced (such as headquarters, offices, or holding companies) 


or locations where minerals are produced.
c. Classify each country’s CAHRA status:


(i) A country of which no area falls into the CAHRA definition;
(ii) A country of which all areas fall into the CAHRA definition; or
(iii) A country of which some, but not all areas fall into the CAHRA definition.  In this case, indicate whether the operations are located within 


the CAHRA in the comment column.
d. If any CAHRAs are identified, provide confirmation that the Producer has secured evidence that the origin or transit of the material entering their 


feedstock was not sourced from the CAHRA that raised the OECD supplier red flag and that the Relevant Company has strong company-wide 
due diligence management systems.


15 OECD Guidance, page 34, which refers to the information expected to be collected by Producers on page 37 
16 The LME is aware that the OECD Guidance goes further on this point, including countries with limited reserves or production levels and countries where 
minerals from CAHRAs are known to transit; however, the LME considers these points to be adequately covered in Section 3. 
17The LME provides a guidance note on this topic: https://www.lme.com/en/About/Responsibility/Responsible-sourcing#Guidance-notes-and-webinars  



https://www.lme.com/en/About/Responsibility/Responsible-sourcing#Guidance-notes-and-webinars





LME Red Flag Assessment Template 


11 


Section 5. RED FLAG ASSESSMENT 


a. Is there any Input Material for the LME Brand where the origin is unable to be determined? ☐ Yes         ☐ No


b. Do any of the countries identified in Section 3 LOCATION OF MINERAL ORIGIN AND TRANSIT EVALUATION fall
into the CAHRA areas identified in 3.d?


☐ Yes         ☐ No


c. Do any of the source countries identified in Section 3 LOCATION OF MINERAL ORIGIN AND TRANSIT EVALUATION
receive a quantity of material that is out of keeping with the source country's known reserves and expected production
levels as answered in 3.e?


☐ Yes         ☐ No


d. Do any of the countries identified in Section 3 LOCATION OF MINERAL ORIGIN AND TRANSIT EVALUATION fall
into the list of countries known to transit materials from CAHRAs identified in 3.f?


☐ Yes         ☐ No


e. Do any of the countries identified in Section 4. SUPPLIER RED FLAG EVALUATION fall into the CAHRA areas
identified in 4.c without confirmation provided in 4.d?


☐ Yes       ☐ No


f. Is the answer to any of Section 5.a – 5.e positive?


If yes, the LME Brand is considered to have raised an OECD Red Flag and must use Track A.


☐ Yes        ☐ No


g. Does the Producer fail to identify the EITI status of any of the source countries identified in Section 3 LOCATION OF
MINERAL ORIGIN AND TRANSIT EVALUATION in 3.g.(i)?


☐ Yes         ☐ No


h. Does the Producer fail to provide supplier’s EITI disclosure information described in 3.g.(ii) for suppliers located in EITI-
implementing countries?


☐ Yes         ☐ No
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i. Does the Producer believe that the Red Flag Assessment should result in a different outcome than indicated in 5.f?  If
so, then a full explanation must be given.


Explanation: 


☐ Yes        ☐ No
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		Text3: Redacted

		Text10: All employees are required to complete Code of Conduct training every three years, and our onsite inductions (completed by contractors and employees) include elements of the Code. Our Code, Sustainability Policy, Supplier Minimum Requirements and internal performance requirements regarding responsible sourcing, including our modern slavery due diligence program are available on our website and internal intranet. 
 
We have recently launched our External Supplier Portal (available on our website), which significantly improves the access and availability of information to support suppliers at all stages of their engagement with Producer A, including:
- Outlining the expectations and requirements we place on our suppliers, such as complying with our Safety, Code of Business Conduct and Modern Slavery requirements 
- Guides and information to support existing suppliers engaging in working with our systems
- Resources and training links including guidelines, terms and conditions, and more 
- A dedicated contact form for suppliers to address their queries
 
Our suppliers are expected to operate to the same standards as Producer A and to adhere to Producer A, Code of Business Conduct, Sustainability Policy and our Sustainability and Business Conduct they must follow Minimum Supplier Requirements.
 
The Code represents our commitment to act ethically, responsible and lawfully. It ensures that we make the right decisions as we work towards achieving our Purpose, Values and Breakthroughs. Additionally Producer A imposes a Sustainability and Business Conduct requirement that as a minimum must be met.

		Text1: Producer A

		Text2: Redacted

		Text4: Redacted

		Date1_af_date: 01-Jan-2023

		Date2_af_date: 31-Dec-2023

		Date3_af_date: 31-Jul-2024

		Text5: Redacted

		Text6: Redacted

		Text7: Redacted

		Text8: Redacted

		Text9: At Producer A, we uphold the highest standards of integrity and accountability through our Code of Business Conduct. Our Code guides all individuals acting on behalf of Producer A, including employees, suppliers, and JV partners. It is available in multiple languages. The Code outlines the conduct we expect and serves as a foundation for making sound decisions. It reflects our dedication to ethical, responsible, and lawful practices. By adhering to the Code, we ensure that we align with our Purpose, Values, and Breakthroughs, enabling us to make the right choices as we pursue our goals.
 
Broader sustainability and human rights approach - As part of our broader human rights approach, Producer A is committed to sourcing responsibly, which includes an integrated set of activities to identify and manage human rights risks in our supply chain.
Our Sustainable Development Report and Modern Slavery Statement provides annual performance updates on our risk assessment processes including supplier on boarding, supplier risk mapping and due diligence, training and capacity building, grievance mechanisms and independent supplier audits.
 
Our suppliers are expected to operate to the same standards as Producer A and to adhere to Producer A Code of Business Conduct, Sustainability Policy and our Sustainability and Business Conduct they must follow Minimum Supplier Requirements.

		Text11: Producer A Marketing manages the raw material sourcing and transportation of all bauxite and alumina from our X asset to our X smelters A and B. Marketing is responsible for the supply chain due diligence across supply of bauxite and alumina to the LME listed aluminium smelters. 
 
General supply chain due diligence apart from alumina to smelters includes:
Producer A provide suppliers and customers with a link to Producer A Code of Business Conduct, Modern Slavery Statement, and other key sustainability documents.
 
Develop trusted relationships - ensure suppliers understand Producer A requirements and can speak up honestly with Producer A.
Use the Supplier self-assessment questionnaire to pre-screen for risks. Regularly discuss these issues throughout the lifetime of the contract as part of the contract management approach.
 
 

		Text12: The relationship regarding the supply of alumina/bauxite to our LME listed smelters, Producer A operated and majority owned X asset supplies to our aluminium smelters A and B. As it is an intra company commercial relationship, and we manage the shipment and freight therefore, we have full transparency of this supply chain, supported by intra-company supply contracts
Format of compliance takes place through contract compliance and the contract itself.
All records are submitted and recorded through digital format. Information is stored as per regulatory compliance terms.
 
 
 

		Text13: Data from the management system has yielded compliance to Producer A supply, this data has strengthened due diligence efforts as chartering journeys are documented. Emphasis for this report has taken place regarding the transit of bauxite and alumina material to our aluminium producer asset.
 

		Text14: Producer A is committed to the highest standards of integrity and accountability.
Producer A has established a speak up policy Speak Up  - Report a Business Conduct Concern
We encourage you to Speak Up when our values and standards are not being followed (a “Business Conduct Concern”).
 
Our Speak Up Policy is our global `whistleblower policy', and is available to everyone.
 
It outlines how you can report a Business Conduct Concern, what happens when you do, and how we will protect you for doing so.
 
 

		Text15: CAHRAs have been identified initially through reference to the Indicative, non-exhaustive list of Conflict-Afflicted and High-risk Areas under regulation (EU) 2017/821. However, noting that this list is rather limited following the Aluminium Stewardship Initiative recommendation as outlined within the Performance Standard, a cross-check against the Heidelberg Institute for International Conflict Research Barometer is conducted.
 
For the purpose of calender year 2023 the above were the methods used to identify CAHRAs.
 
 

		Text16: 

		Text17: 

		Check Box1: Yes

		Check Box2: Off

		Check Box3: Yes

		Check Box4: Off

		Check Box5: Yes

		Check Box6: Off

		Check Box7: Yes

		Check Box8: Off

		Check Box9: Yes

		Check Box10: Off

		Check Box11: Yes

		Check Box12: Off

		Check Box13: Off

		Check Box14: Yes

		Check Box15: Yes

		Check Box16: Off

		Check Box17: Off

		Check Box18: Yes
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LME RED FLAG ASSESSMENT TEMPLATE 


Introduction 


• This document constitutes the LME RFA Template (the “template”) for the purposes of the LME Policy on Responsible Sourcing of LME-Listed Brands
(the “Policy”).  This template and embedded workbook is only required for Brands following the Audited LME RFA Track (Track B) and the Published
LME RFA Track (Track C). Capitalised terms not defined herein have the meaning ascribed to them in the Policy.


• This template is based on the “Supplement on Tin, Tantalum and Tungsten” of the OECD Due Diligence Guidance for Responsible Supply Chains of
Minerals from Conflict-Affected and High-Risk Areas, Third Edition.  References to “OECD Guidance” in the context of this template should be
interpreted accordingly.


• The purpose of the OECD Guidance is to help companies respect human rights and avoid contributing to conflict through their sourcing decisions,
including the choice of their suppliers1.


• Producers should consult the Policy for information on Reporting Periods, and submission deadlines;  other contextual information may be found in the
guidance notes published by the LME.


• Please submit all relevant documents in English, this includes the template, RFA workbook, and any supplemental documents the LME should consider
as part of the submission.


• The RFA workbook is available here:


Microsoft Excel 
Worksheet


1 OECD Guidance, page 12 
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Section 1. BRAND INFORMATION 


LME Brand Producer name2 


LME Brand name(s)2,3 


Reporting Period start date (DD/MM/YYYY) 


Reporting Period end date (DD/MM/YYYY) 


Date of submission (DD/MM/YYYY) 


Address of Brand producing site 


Website of Brand Producer 


Name of person submitting RFA 


Job title of person submitting RFA 


Phone number 


Email address 


2 This may be found on the list of LME Approved Brands: https://www.lme.com/en/physical-services/brands/approved-brands  
3 In the majority of cases, each Brand will require a unique RFA. However, if multiple Brands are produced by the same Producer, and the responses to the 
RFA questions are identical for all said Brands, one RFA may be submitted for all Brands. 



https://www.lme.com/en/physical-services/brands/approved-brands

hoskingr

Pencil
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Section 2. COMPANY MANAGEMENT SYSTEMS 


a. Describe the Producer’s supply chain due diligence policy. The policy should incorporate the standards against which due diligence is to be
conducted, consistent with the model policy contained in Annex II of the OECD Guidance.4


Please provide a link or a copy where available.


4 OECD Guidance, page 20 
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b. Describe how this policy been communicated to suppliers, employees, and the public.5


c. Explain the management structure responsible for the Producer’s due diligence, including who is directly responsible for implementing the supply
chain due diligence policy.6


5 OECD Guidance, page 17 
6 OECD Guidance, page 17 and page 52 
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d. Describe the system of controls and transparency over the mineral supply chain put in place by the Producer. This includes:
a. the type of information7 the Producer collects from suppliers,
b. whether this information is required in commercial contracts with suppliers8


c. the format of the record-keeping of the Producer (such as paper-based, computerised, digital leger technology, or part of an
institutionalised mechanism)8, and


d. for how long this information is stored8.


7 OECD Guidance, page 38, which refers to the information expected on page 37 
8 OECD Guidance, page 38 
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e. Describe the data the management system has yielded this Reporting Period and how it has strengthened the company’s due diligence efforts.9


f. Confirm that a company-level or industry-wide grievance mechanism has been established and provide evidence.10


9 OECD Guidance, page 52 
10 OECD Guidance, page 17 with details on page 40 
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g. Describe the Producer’s method for identifying Conflict-Affected and High-Risk Areas (“CAHRA”).11


11 Though not directly referenced in the OECD Guidance, the LME requires this information to be disclosed as part of the transparency requirements for 
Track C. In line with the Policy, the LME expects that the definition of “conflict-affected and high-risk areas” will be as set out in the “Supplement on Gold” of 
the OECD Guidance page 66. 
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Section 3. LOCATION OF MINERAL ORIGIN AND TRANSIT RED FLAG EVALUATION 


Use the workbook to provide the following information: 


a. On the basis of the Producer’s Company Management Systems for tracing the transit of materials from its operations and those of its suppliers, 
list all countries from which the minerals used for this Brand originated and transited through during the Reporting Period.


b. Identify whether each of the countries listed in (a.) is a source for the Brand material or a country through which the material only transits.
c. Specify the type of material being sourced or transited. This is optional to disclose and only requested to assist in answering the remaining 


questions.
d. Classify each country’s CAHRA status:


(i) A country of which no area falls into the CAHRA definition;
(ii) A country of which all areas fall into the CAHRA definition; or
(iii) A country of which some, but not all areas fall into the CAHRA definition. In this case, indicate whether the material is sourced from or 


transits through the CAHRA in the comment column.
e. For each of the source countries identified, assess if the volume of mineral the Producer sourced during the Reporting Period is in keeping with 


the source country's known reserves and expected production levels. Provide the result of your assessment.
f. For each of the countries identified, assess if this country known to transit materials from CAHRAs.
g. For each of the source countries in (b.), assess the status of the supplier’s Extractive Industry Transparency Initiative (“EITI”) implementation 


following these steps12:
(i) State whether or not the country is an EITI-implementing country13;
(ii) If the supplier is located in an EITI-implementing country, identify if the supplier is in compliance with the EITI reporting requirements of 


that country14. Provide links to the relevant company’s submission for the purpose of EITI reporting, where such a disclosure does not 
reveal commercially sensitive information.


(iii) If the country is not an EITI-implementing country, identify if the supplier takes other steps to provide transparency on payments to 
governments and other matters in line with the aims of EITI. Provide link(s) to disclosures where available.


12 The LME believes that financial crime and corruption risk represent important concerns for industry stakeholders.  Accordingly, the LME is particularly keen 
to ensure that the principles of the EITI, as referenced on page 52 of the OECD Guidance, are embedded into global supply chains.  As such, this template 
references the specific wording of the OECD Guidance in respect of EITI, but further requires that Producers explain broader disclosure on a per-country basis. 
13 The status of country’s EITI implementation can be found here: https://eiti.org/countries  
14 Producers are encouraged to contact the EITI International Secretariat secretariat@eiti.org for support in finding and understanding supplier’s reports. 



https://eiti.org/countries

mailto:secretariat@eiti.org
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Section 4. SUPPLIER RED FLAG EVALUATION 


The Producer is expected to identify all intermediaries, consolidators, or other actors upstream in their supply chain through their management 
system15. This includes but is not limited to: traders who provide minerals to the Producer or the Producer’s suppliers; parent companies of the 
Producer or the Producer’s suppliers; and companies that have a controlling interest in the Producer or Producer’s suppliers (“Relevant Companies”). 
The Producer then must identify whether any of the Relevant Companies operate in or source from CAHRAs16. 


If a Relevant Company operates in or sources minerals from a CAHRA, a potential OECD Red Flag is raised. Producers should verify through public 
sources, KYC checks, and engagement with suppliers to secure evidence (including spot checks as appropriate), that the supplier has strong company-
wide due diligence management systems. If evidence is secured (and provided to the LME upon request) that minerals from a red flag location of 
mineral origin and transit have not entered the Brand’s feedstock and the Relevant company has strong company-wide due diligence management 
systems, Producers may continue to use this template and follow the public disclosure requirements of the relevant Track. If no evidence is available, 
the supplier red flag remains and the Producer will be referred to Track A for enhanced due diligence with the support of an assurance framework17. 


Use the workbook to provide the following information: 


a. Indicate where the "Relevant Companies" have operated in or sourced minerals during the Reporting Period.
b. Classify the locations provided in (a.) into either locations where no minerals are produced (such as headquarters, offices, or holding companies) 


or locations where minerals are produced.
c. Classify each country’s CAHRA status:


(i) A country of which no area falls into the CAHRA definition;
(ii) A country of which all areas fall into the CAHRA definition; or
(iii) A country of which some, but not all areas fall into the CAHRA definition.  In this case, indicate whether the operations are located within 


the CAHRA in the comment column.
d. If any CAHRAs are identified, provide confirmation that the Producer has secured evidence that the origin or transit of the material entering their 


feedstock was not sourced from the CAHRA that raised the OECD supplier red flag and that the Relevant Company has strong company-wide 
due diligence management systems.


15 OECD Guidance, page 34, which refers to the information expected to be collected by Producers on page 37 
16 The LME is aware that the OECD Guidance goes further on this point, including countries with limited reserves or production levels and countries where 
minerals from CAHRAs are known to transit; however, the LME considers these points to be adequately covered in Section 3. 
17The LME provides a guidance note on this topic: https://www.lme.com/en/About/Responsibility/Responsible-sourcing#Guidance-notes-and-webinars  



https://www.lme.com/en/About/Responsibility/Responsible-sourcing#Guidance-notes-and-webinars
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Section 5. RED FLAG ASSESSMENT 


a. Is there any Input Material for the LME Brand where the origin is unable to be determined? ☐ Yes         ☐ No


b. Do any of the countries identified in Section 3 LOCATION OF MINERAL ORIGIN AND TRANSIT EVALUATION fall
into the CAHRA areas identified in 3.d?


☐ Yes         ☐ No


c. Do any of the source countries identified in Section 3 LOCATION OF MINERAL ORIGIN AND TRANSIT EVALUATION
receive a quantity of material that is out of keeping with the source country's known reserves and expected production
levels as answered in 3.e?


☐ Yes         ☐ No


d. Do any of the countries identified in Section 3 LOCATION OF MINERAL ORIGIN AND TRANSIT EVALUATION fall
into the list of countries known to transit materials from CAHRAs identified in 3.f?


☐ Yes         ☐ No


e. Do any of the countries identified in Section 4. SUPPLIER RED FLAG EVALUATION fall into the CAHRA areas
identified in 4.c without confirmation provided in 4.d?


☐ Yes       ☐ No


f. Is the answer to any of Section 5.a – 5.e positive?


If yes, the LME Brand is considered to have raised an OECD Red Flag and must use Track A.


☐ Yes        ☐ No


g. Does the Producer fail to identify the EITI status of any of the source countries identified in Section 3 LOCATION OF
MINERAL ORIGIN AND TRANSIT EVALUATION in 3.g.(i)?


☐ Yes         ☐ No


h. Does the Producer fail to provide supplier’s EITI disclosure information described in 3.g.(ii) for suppliers located in EITI-
implementing countries?


☐ Yes         ☐ No
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i. Does the Producer believe that the Red Flag Assessment should result in a different outcome than indicated in 5.f?  If
so, then a full explanation must be given.


Explanation: 


☐ Yes        ☐ No
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Additional comments: 


 







Red Flag 1 Red Flag 2 Red Flag 3
Question from 
RFA


3.a. On the basis of the Producer’s 
Company Management Systems for 
tracing the transit of materials from its 
operations and those of its suppliers, 
list all countries from which the 
minerals used for this Brand originated 
and transited through during the 
Reporting Period.


3.b. Identify whether each of the 
countries listed in (a.) is a source for 
the Brand material or a country 
through which the material only 
transits.


3.c. Specify the type of 
material being sourced or 
transited. This is optional to 
disclose and only requested to 
assist in answering the 
remaining questions.


3.d. Classify each country’s Conflict‐Affected 
or High‐Risk Area ("CAHRA") status.


3.e. For each of the source countries 
identified, assess if the volume of mineral the 
Producer sourced during the Reporting Period 
is in keeping with the source country's known 
reserves and expected production levels. 
Provide the result of your assessment.


3.f. For each of the countries identified, assess 
if this country known to transit materials from 
CAHRAs.


Australia Source Lead concentrate No CAHRAs Yes No No N/A
 Mining Company 


Honduras Source Lead concentrate No CAHRAs Yes No No In compliance, report here: Link Trading Company
Mexico Source Lead concentrate No CAHRAs Yes No No In compliance, report here: Link


EITI Implementation
3.g. For each of the source countries in (b.), assess the status of the supplier’s Extractive Industry Transparency Initiative (“EITI”) implementation 


following these steps


Country identification







Question from RFA 4.a. Indicate where the Relevant 
Companies have operated in or 
sourced minerals during the 
Reporting Period. 


4.b. Classify the locations provided in (a.) into 
either locations where no minerals are 
produced (such as headquarters, offices, or 
holding companies) or locations where 
minerals are produced. 


4.c. Classify each country’s Conflict‐Affected or
High‐Risk Area ("CAHRA")  status.


4.d. If any CAHRAs are identified, provide confirmation 
that the Producer has secured evidence that the origin or 
transit of the material entering their feedstock was not 
sourced from the CAHRA that raised the OECD supplier 
red flag and that the Relevant Company has strong 
company‐wide due diligence management systems.


Mining Company Australia Mineral Production No CAHRAs NA
Trading Company Angola No Mineral Production No CAHRAs NA


Argentina No Mineral Production No CAHRAs NA
Australia Mineral Production No CAHRAs NA
Bolivia Mineral Production No CAHRAs NA
Brazil No Mineral Production No CAHRAs NA
Canada Mineral Production No CAHRAs NA
Chile No Mineral Production No CAHRAs NA
China No Mineral Production No CAHRAs NA
Columbia Mineral Production Some CAHRA regions


No Lead smelter feed material sourced from this country.  
Company has due diligence management system.


Democratic Republic of the Congo Mineral Production Some CAHRA regions
No Lead smelter feed material sourced from this country.  
Company has due diligence management system.


Denmark No Mineral Production No CAHRAs NA
Ecuador No Mineral Production No CAHRAs NA
Ghana No Mineral Production No CAHRAs NA
Greece Mineral Production No CAHRAs NA
Honduras Mineral Production No CAHRAs NA
India No Mineral Production Some CAHRA regions


No Lead smelter feed material sourced from this country.  
Company has due diligence management system.


Indonesia No Mineral Production No CAHRAs NA
Ireland Mineral Production No CAHRAs NA
Japan No Mineral Production No CAHRAs NA
Korea No Mineral Production No CAHRAs NA
Mexico Mineral Production No CAHRAs NA
Mongolia No Mineral Production No CAHRAs NA
Pakistan No Mineral Production Some CAHRA regions


No Lead smelter feed material sourced from this country.  
Company has due diligence management system.


Paraguay No Mineral Production No CAHRAs NA
Peru Mineral Production No CAHRAs NA
Philippines No Mineral Production Some CAHRA regions


No Lead smelter feed material sourced from this country.  
Company has due diligence management system.


Republic of Panama No Mineral Production No CAHRAs NA
Romania No Mineral Production No CAHRAs NA
Singapore No Mineral Production No CAHRAs NA
South Africa Mineral Production No CAHRAs NA
Spain No Mineral Production No CAHRAs NA
Sweden Mineral Production No CAHRAs NA
Switzerland No Mineral Production No CAHRAs NA
Tanzania No Mineral Production No CAHRAs NA
The Netherlands No Mineral Production No CAHRAs NA
Turkey Mineral Production No CAHRAs NA
Ukraine No Mineral Production Some CAHRA regions


No Lead smelter feed material sourced from this country.  
Company has due diligence management system.


United Arab Emirates No Mineral Production No CAHRAs NA
United Kingdom No Mineral Production No CAHRAs NA
United States Mineral Production No CAHRAs NA
Vietnam No Mineral Production No CAHRAs NA
Zambia No Mineral Production No CAHRAs NA







Appendix 1: Attachments
1. Responsible sourcing policy
2. Statement which details the company's commitment in responsible sourcing 
3. Signatory to the International Responsible Business Conduct Agreement
4. Anti-bribery/anti-corruption policy
5. Code of business conduct policies 
6. Annual sustainability report
7. Payment to government report 2023





		LME Red Flag Assessment Lead Smelter_Ver2

		Lead Smelter Red Flag Assessment Workbook_Ver2

		Blank Page



		Text1: Lead Smelter

		Text2: 

		Text3: Australia

		Text4: 

		Date1_af_date: 01-01-2023

		Date2_af_date: 31-12-2023

		Date3_af_date: 08-Jul-2024

		Text5: 

		Text6: Materials Stewardship Specialist

		Text7: 

		Text8: 

		Text9: Lead Smelter Responsible Sourcing Program
As part of our commitments to conducting business ethically and in compliance with all applicable laws and requirements prescribed by industry-wide organisations to which we are a stakeholder, we are committed to source metals and minerals responsibly. Our responsible sourcing commitment has led us to establish and implement a Responsible Sourcing management system which consists of a five-step due diligence process as defined in the OECD Due Diligence Guidance for Responsible Supply Chains of Minerals from Conflict-Affected and High-Risk Areas (www.oecd.org).  Our policy is available on our website: Link

The Lead Smelter has published a responsible sourcing statement on its website, wherein the smelter states that it commits to refrain from any action that contributes to the financing of conflict. The Lead Smelter will neither tolerate, nor profit from, contribute to, assist with or facilitate any forms or torture, cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment, child labor, forced labor and other human rights violations. The Lead Smelter will not tolerate any (in)direct support to non-state armed groups (as defined by UN resolutions) through extraction, transport, trade, handling or export of minerals.  This is the link to the smelter statement: Link

In 2020, the Lead Smelter signed up to the International Responsible Business Conduct (IRBC) Agreement for the Metals Sector. Link

Other relevant policies and certifications:
·         Anti-Bribery/Anti-Corruption Policy: Link
·         Modern Slavery, Forced Labor and Human Trafficking Policy Statement: Link
·         The management system of each smelter is certified to ISO 9001, ISO 14001 and ISO 45001. Link

		Text10: The Lead Smelter policies are available on the smelter website: Link
The policies and procedures are available for our employees globally in our internal SharePoint.

Implementation of the Lead Smelter policies is detailed in the annual report, Link

In 2023, feed materials delivered to the Lead Smelter were procured from a Trading Company. The Trading Company and the Lead Smelter have a master sales agreement for concentrates and oxides in place, which has the following clause related to responsible sourcing:
The Seller agrees that it will implement and adopt policies, procedures and practices that are the same as, or comparable to, those referred to in the Lead Smelter’s Responsible Sourcing Policy Statement and the Lead Smelter’s Performance Expectations of Suppliers as per Annex 2 ("Relevant Policies"), and take reasonable steps to ensure that its sub-suppliers do the same. The Seller will notify the Buyer on a systematic basis, i.e. against a timetable to be agreed between Seller and Buyer, if it identifies any activities that are contrary to the Relevant Policies.

The Lead Smelter has the capacity to source directly from suppliers of the raw materials in scope of the LME in future years. The Lead Smelter supplier requirements and code of conduct would be communicated to these suppliers individually.

		Text11: The Lead Smelter has a management system in place to identify and mitigate risks in the supply chain. Due diligence activities are overseen by the Responsible Sourcing Team with support from the Trading Company Corporate Affairs team and relevant smelter departments (including but not limited to Corporate Affairs, Compliance, Business Execution, Sales, Procurement, Internal controls and Legal) and reporting directly to the Chief Executive Officer (CEO). Findings of supply chain due diligences are reported to senior management and discussed within the monthly Compliance Committee, which consists of the Legal Counsel and the CEO.  The outcomes of these due diligence reviews may lead to risk mitigation activities and plans.

While our responsible sourcing activities are broadly aligned, the Lead Smelter treats the Trading Company as an independent supplier  - holding the Trading Company to the smelter's responsible sourcing expectations and standards.  The Lead Smelter has found the Trading Company's Supply Chain Expectations to be aligned with and complementary to:
·         Responsible Sourcing Policy and procedures.
·         OECD Due Diligence Guidance for Responsible Supply Chains of Minerals from Conflict-Affected and High-Risk Areas (“OECD Guidance”).
·         UN Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights (“UNGPs”).
·         Smelter entities home-country diligence regulations.
·         Product specific regulations (e.g. EU Conflict Minerals Regulation / Regulation (EU) 2017/821).
·         Corporate Sustainability Reporting/Due Diligence Directives (CSRD/CSDDD).
·         Wider industry standards (e.g. The Zinc Mark).
 
The Trading Company's responsible sourcing programme consists of desk-based diligence, site-based assessments and capacity building, Link
 
In accordance with a formalised memorandum of understanding, the Trading Company provides the Lead Smelter with supply chain mapping of its own `tier 1' suppliers and summaries of responsible sourcing diligence reports.  
 
The Trading Company and the Lead Smelter discuss assessment findings, as part of quarterly reviews and update meetings, and consider corrective actions in accordance with OECD guidelines and other applicable regulatory standards, as required.
 
If a stakeholder made the Lead Smelter aware of an annex II risk, the smelter would require the Trading Company to supply an updated responsible sourcing summary report on the sub-supplier.  This may progress to a site-based assessment delivered by the Trading Company's staff, or third parties nominated by the Trading Company.

		Text12: The Lead Smelter has a Responsible Sourcing management system in place, which is based on the International Standard ISO 20400:2017 on sustainable procurement. The management system describes the due diligence steps the smelter takes during purchasing, as part of its Responsible Stewardship function.  Based on inputs gathered, the Lead Smelter conducts the review to assess severity of identified risks, if any, and plans mitigation measures.  The contract for purchasing a material incorporates information disclosure requirements and may only be signed if the compliance team approves the supplier.  Records from the Responsible Sourcing management system are stored electronically and kept for a minimum of five years.     
 
The Lead Smelter completes the following steps as part of its diligence process associated with suppliers and sub-suppliers (where material is bought from the Trading Company):
·         `Know Your Counterparty' (KYC) screening.
·         Country of origin of material and location of asset(s) producing the material.
·         Conflict and High Risk Area (CAHRA) assessment.
·         Desk-based review of the asset producing the material, including whether it is artisanal and small-scale or large-scale mining.
·         Location of port that material is shipped from.
·         Ongoing media monitoring relevant to suppliers, sub-suppliers, and industry issues.  In Refinitiv (www.refenitiv.com) suppliers are screened daily on sanctions, bad press and Environmental, Social & Governance (ESG) related issues.
In 2023, the Lead Smelter purchased its feed materials from the Trading Company and, as an international trading house, the Trading Company sourced from others (i.e. “sub-suppliers”).  In support of its due diligence process, the smelter reviews additional information provided by the Trading Company:
·         Trading Company's various sustainability related publications, including an Annual Sustainability Report, Modern Slavery Statement and Payments to Governments report: Link
·         Summary sub-supplier diligence reports from the Trading Company which, for instance, identify upstream supply chain and transportation routes.
·         If the smelter's responsible sourcing function were to identify an annex II risk, the smelter would ask for an updated report on the sub-supplier from the Trading Company.  This may progress to a site-based assessment delivered by the Trading Company's staff, or third parties nominated by the Trading Company. 

		Text13: The Lead Smelter responsible sourcing management system identified suppliers who needed ongoing support to meet the required Environmental, Social & Governance (ESG) standards.  These insights were used to inform the Trading Company's responsible sourcing activities, including follow-up of agreed actions. 
The CAHRA list was updated based on current information.

		Text14: Lead Smelter Speak-Up and investigations procedure:
The key to our culture of ethical conduct is honest, transparent communication. If you have any questions or become aware of, or suspect that, a breach of this policy, has occurred or may occur in the future, you must report your concerns to your manager or to the compliance officer.

Where a concern remains unresolved through the above local channels, or should you, for whatever reason and at any time, feel uncomfortable utilising the local channels for resolution of your concern, you can also raise it, also anonymous, via the ‘Speaking-Up Helpline.  The helpline is managed by an external partner of the smelter, and can be reached 24/7 by phone and internet (www.ethicspoint.com).



		Text15: In line with the OECD Guidance and the LME Responsible Sourcing programme, the Lead Smelter has developed an approach for the determination of CAHRAs (as there is no publicly list available specific for Lead and Zinc). Our approach and corresponding `CAHRA tool' includes 15 scoring factors. All scoring factors (outlined in the list below) are publicly available. This CAHRA determination process has been documented in our Responsible Sourcing Management Standard. The Lead Smelter will add additional countries to its list if further information becomes available indicating there is a significant risk of violent conflict or exploitation of local communities.
Human Rights  - Forced Labour: 
https://www.state.gov/reports/2023-trafficking-in-persons-report/ 
https://www.walkfree.org/global-slavery-index/      
Human Rights  - Child Labour:
https://hdr.undp.org/ 
https://data.unicef.org/topic/child-protection/child-labour/ 
Transparency:
https://rsf.org/en/index 
https://www.transparency.org/en/cpi/2023 
Conflict:
https://fragilestatesindex.org/ 
https://www.economicsandpeace.org/global-peace-index/ 
https://www.cahraslist.net/ 
Environment:
https://epi.yale.edu/   (Environmental Health, Biodiversity & Health)
Social Progress:
 https://www.socialprogress.org/2024-social-progress-index/ 
Workers' Rights:
https://www.globalrightsindex.org/en/2023 
Diversity and Inclusion:
https://www.equaldex.com/ 
https://giwps.georgetown.edu/the-index/ 
https://www.weforum.org/publications/global-gender-gap-report-2023/ 

		Check Box1: Yes

		Check Box2: Off

		Check Box3: Yes

		Check Box4: Off

		Check Box5: Yes

		Check Box6: Off

		Check Box7: Yes

		Check Box8: Off

		Check Box9: Yes

		Check Box10: Off

		Check Box11: Yes

		Check Box12: Off

		Check Box13: Off

		Check Box14: Yes

		Check Box15: Yes

		Check Box16: Off

		Text16: In 2023, the Lead Smelter purchased its feed materials from the Trading Company.  We have reviewed the documentation provided by the Trading Company to ensure that the Trading Company has effective controls in place. The Trading Company sources some materials from CAHRA countries, but in 2023 none of these products have been delivered to the Lead Smelter.  The Trading Company has a robust company-wide due diligence system that has been independently assessed using ISO 20400 (see information before), more information can also be found on this Link. The Lead Smelter has performed additional checks to make sure that the work that is performed by the Trading Company is in line with the OECD requirements and did not identify any risks.  As part of its responsible sourcing management system, the smelter requests certificates of origin from its suppliers, in this case the Trading Company, for any shipment of new materials.  The smelter management committee concluded that the responsible sourcing risk controls for the LME brands were sufficiently robust to follow track C. 

		Check Box17: Off

		Check Box18: Yes

		Text17: 3g (i)  Beyond reviewing whether a country is a `supporter' or a `non-supporter' of the EITI, the precise EITI status of countries from which the Lead Smelter sources feed materials from does not currently inform it's CAHRA identification tool.  We would be happy to consider making such a change in future, if required.  In the case of Mexico and Honduras, their EITI suspension related to restricted civic space which is a matter monitored through the smelter's CAHRA tool albeit through reference to, for instance, the `World Press Freedom Index' and the `Social Progress Imperative: Social Progress Index'.
 
3g (ii)  The Trading Company's 2023 Payments to Governments Report, covering payments made in calendar year 2022, can be found here: Link.  The Trading Company has advised the Lead Smelter that, “in accordance with `EITI Expectations for Supporting Companies', it releases data on payments within expected timeframes”.
 
4b  The list provided includes all of the Lead Smelter suppliers in CY2023.  There are some countries that the Trading Company sources material from that do not supply feed materials to the Lead Smelter.
 
4c Ukraine was identified as a CAHRA by the smelter methodology.  The list in the first version of the RFA workbook had been transposed incorrectly.
 
4d  In 2023, the Lead Smelter purchased Lead concentrates from the Trading Company.  The Trading Company purchased the Lead concentrates from sub-suppliers in certain countries (Australia, Honduras and Mexico).  The Lead Smelter was able to verify the sources of the materials, based on the certificates of origin. 
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LME RED FLAG ASSESSMENT TEMPLATE 


Introduction 


• This document constitutes the LME RFA Template (the “template”) for the purposes of the LME Policy on Responsible Sourcing of LME-Listed Brands
(the “Policy”).  This template and embedded workbook is only required for Brands following the Audited LME RFA Track (Track B) and the Published
LME RFA Track (Track C). Capitalised terms not defined herein have the meaning ascribed to them in the Policy.


• This template is based on the “Supplement on Tin, Tantalum and Tungsten” of the OECD Due Diligence Guidance for Responsible Supply Chains of
Minerals from Conflict-Affected and High-Risk Areas, Third Edition.  References to “OECD Guidance” in the context of this template should be
interpreted accordingly.


• The purpose of the OECD Guidance is to help companies respect human rights and avoid contributing to conflict through their sourcing decisions,
including the choice of their suppliers1.


• Producers should consult the Policy for information on Reporting Periods, and submission deadlines;  other contextual information may be found in the
guidance notes published by the LME.


• Please submit all relevant documents in English, this includes the template, RFA workbook, and any supplemental documents the LME should consider
as part of the submission.


• The RFA workbook is available here:


Microsoft Excel 
Worksheet


1 OECD Guidance, page 12 
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Section 1. BRAND INFORMATION 


LME Brand Producer name2 


LME Brand name(s)2,3 


Reporting Period start date (DD/MM/YYYY) 


Reporting Period end date (DD/MM/YYYY) 


Date of submission (DD/MM/YYYY) 


Address of Brand producing site 


Website of Brand Producer 


Name of person submitting RFA 


Job title of person submitting RFA 


Phone number 


Email address 


2 This may be found on the list of LME Approved Brands: https://www.lme.com/en/physical-services/brands/approved-brands  
3 In the majority of cases, each Brand will require a unique RFA. However, if multiple Brands are produced by the same Producer, and the responses to the 
RFA questions are identical for all said Brands, one RFA may be submitted for all Brands. 



https://www.lme.com/en/physical-services/brands/approved-brands
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Section 2. COMPANY MANAGEMENT SYSTEMS 


a. Describe the Producer’s supply chain due diligence policy. The policy should incorporate the standards against which due diligence is to be
conducted, consistent with the model policy contained in Annex II of the OECD Guidance.4


Please provide a link or a copy where available.


4 OECD Guidance, page 20 
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b. Describe how this policy been communicated to suppliers, employees, and the public.5


c. Explain the management structure responsible for the Producer’s due diligence, including who is directly responsible for implementing the supply
chain due diligence policy.6


5 OECD Guidance, page 17 
6 OECD Guidance, page 17 and page 52 
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d. Describe the system of controls and transparency over the mineral supply chain put in place by the Producer. This includes:
a. the type of information7 the Producer collects from suppliers,
b. whether this information is required in commercial contracts with suppliers8


c. the format of the record-keeping of the Producer (such as paper-based, computerised, digital leger technology, or part of an
institutionalised mechanism)8, and


d. for how long this information is stored8.


7 OECD Guidance, page 38, which refers to the information expected on page 37 
8 OECD Guidance, page 38 
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e. Describe the data the management system has yielded this Reporting Period and how it has strengthened the company’s due diligence efforts.9


f. Confirm that a company-level or industry-wide grievance mechanism has been established and provide evidence.10


9 OECD Guidance, page 52 
10 OECD Guidance, page 17 with details on page 40 
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g. Describe the Producer’s method for identifying Conflict-Affected and High-Risk Areas (“CAHRA”).11


11 Though not directly referenced in the OECD Guidance, the LME requires this information to be disclosed as part of the transparency requirements for 
Track C. In line with the Policy, the LME expects that the definition of “conflict-affected and high-risk areas” will be as set out in the “Supplement on Gold” of 
the OECD Guidance page 66. 
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Section 3. LOCATION OF MINERAL ORIGIN AND TRANSIT RED FLAG EVALUATION 


Use the workbook to provide the following information: 


a. On the basis of the Producer’s Company Management Systems for tracing the transit of materials from its operations and those of its suppliers, 
list all countries from which the minerals used for this Brand originated and transited through during the Reporting Period.


b. Identify whether each of the countries listed in (a.) is a source for the Brand material or a country through which the material only transits.
c. Specify the type of material being sourced or transited. This is optional to disclose and only requested to assist in answering the remaining 


questions.
d. Classify each country’s CAHRA status:


(i) A country of which no area falls into the CAHRA definition;
(ii) A country of which all areas fall into the CAHRA definition; or
(iii) A country of which some, but not all areas fall into the CAHRA definition. In this case, indicate whether the material is sourced from or 


transits through the CAHRA in the comment column.
e. For each of the source countries identified, assess if the volume of mineral the Producer sourced during the Reporting Period is in keeping with 


the source country's known reserves and expected production levels. Provide the result of your assessment.
f. For each of the countries identified, assess if this country known to transit materials from CAHRAs.
g. For each of the source countries in (b.), assess the status of the supplier’s Extractive Industry Transparency Initiative (“EITI”) implementation 


following these steps12:
(i) State whether or not the country is an EITI-implementing country13;
(ii) If the supplier is located in an EITI-implementing country, identify if the supplier is in compliance with the EITI reporting requirements of 


that country14. Provide links to the relevant company’s submission for the purpose of EITI reporting, where such a disclosure does not 
reveal commercially sensitive information.


(iii) If the country is not an EITI-implementing country, identify if the supplier takes other steps to provide transparency on payments to 
governments and other matters in line with the aims of EITI. Provide link(s) to disclosures where available.


12 The LME believes that financial crime and corruption risk represent important concerns for industry stakeholders.  Accordingly, the LME is particularly keen 
to ensure that the principles of the EITI, as referenced on page 52 of the OECD Guidance, are embedded into global supply chains.  As such, this template 
references the specific wording of the OECD Guidance in respect of EITI, but further requires that Producers explain broader disclosure on a per-country basis. 
13 The status of country’s EITI implementation can be found here: https://eiti.org/countries  
14 Producers are encouraged to contact the EITI International Secretariat secretariat@eiti.org for support in finding and understanding supplier’s reports. 



https://eiti.org/countries

mailto:secretariat@eiti.org





LME Red Flag Assessment Template 


10 


Section 4. SUPPLIER RED FLAG EVALUATION 


The Producer is expected to identify all intermediaries, consolidators, or other actors upstream in their supply chain through their management 
system15. This includes but is not limited to: traders who provide minerals to the Producer or the Producer’s suppliers; parent companies of the 
Producer or the Producer’s suppliers; and companies that have a controlling interest in the Producer or Producer’s suppliers (“Relevant Companies”). 
The Producer then must identify whether any of the Relevant Companies operate in or source from CAHRAs16. 


If a Relevant Company operates in or sources minerals from a CAHRA, a potential OECD Red Flag is raised. Producers should verify through public 
sources, KYC checks, and engagement with suppliers to secure evidence (including spot checks as appropriate), that the supplier has strong company-
wide due diligence management systems. If evidence is secured (and provided to the LME upon request) that minerals from a red flag location of 
mineral origin and transit have not entered the Brand’s feedstock and the Relevant company has strong company-wide due diligence management 
systems, Producers may continue to use this template and follow the public disclosure requirements of the relevant Track. If no evidence is available, 
the supplier red flag remains and the Producer will be referred to Track A for enhanced due diligence with the support of an assurance framework17. 


Use the workbook to provide the following information: 


a. Indicate where the "Relevant Companies" have operated in or sourced minerals during the Reporting Period.
b. Classify the locations provided in (a.) into either locations where no minerals are produced (such as headquarters, offices, or holding companies) 


or locations where minerals are produced.
c. Classify each country’s CAHRA status:


(i) A country of which no area falls into the CAHRA definition;
(ii) A country of which all areas fall into the CAHRA definition; or
(iii) A country of which some, but not all areas fall into the CAHRA definition.  In this case, indicate whether the operations are located within 


the CAHRA in the comment column.
d. If any CAHRAs are identified, provide confirmation that the Producer has secured evidence that the origin or transit of the material entering their 


feedstock was not sourced from the CAHRA that raised the OECD supplier red flag and that the Relevant Company has strong company-wide 
due diligence management systems.


15 OECD Guidance, page 34, which refers to the information expected to be collected by Producers on page 37 
16 The LME is aware that the OECD Guidance goes further on this point, including countries with limited reserves or production levels and countries where 
minerals from CAHRAs are known to transit; however, the LME considers these points to be adequately covered in Section 3. 
17The LME provides a guidance note on this topic: https://www.lme.com/en/About/Responsibility/Responsible-sourcing#Guidance-notes-and-webinars  



https://www.lme.com/en/About/Responsibility/Responsible-sourcing#Guidance-notes-and-webinars
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Section 5. RED FLAG ASSESSMENT 


a. Is there any Input Material for the LME Brand where the origin is unable to be determined? ☐ Yes         ☐ No


b. Do any of the countries identified in Section 3 LOCATION OF MINERAL ORIGIN AND TRANSIT EVALUATION fall
into the CAHRA areas identified in 3.d?


☐ Yes         ☐ No


c. Do any of the source countries identified in Section 3 LOCATION OF MINERAL ORIGIN AND TRANSIT EVALUATION
receive a quantity of material that is out of keeping with the source country's known reserves and expected production
levels as answered in 3.e?


☐ Yes         ☐ No


d. Do any of the countries identified in Section 3 LOCATION OF MINERAL ORIGIN AND TRANSIT EVALUATION fall
into the list of countries known to transit materials from CAHRAs identified in 3.f?


☐ Yes         ☐ No


e. Do any of the countries identified in Section 4. SUPPLIER RED FLAG EVALUATION fall into the CAHRA areas
identified in 4.c without confirmation provided in 4.d?


☐ Yes       ☐ No


f. Is the answer to any of Section 5.a – 5.e positive?


If yes, the LME Brand is considered to have raised an OECD Red Flag and must use Track A.


☐ Yes        ☐ No


g. Does the Producer fail to identify the EITI status of any of the source countries identified in Section 3 LOCATION OF
MINERAL ORIGIN AND TRANSIT EVALUATION in 3.g.(i)?


☐ Yes         ☐ No


h. Does the Producer fail to provide supplier’s EITI disclosure information described in 3.g.(ii) for suppliers located in EITI-
implementing countries?


☐ Yes         ☐ No
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i. Does the Producer believe that the Red Flag Assessment should result in a different outcome than indicated in 5.f?  If
so, then a full explanation must be given.


Explanation: 


☐ Yes        ☐ No
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Additional comments: 


 







Red Flag 1 Red Flag 2 Red Flag 3
Question from 
RFA


3.a. On the basis of the Producer’s 
Company Management Systems for 
tracing the transit of materials from its 
operations and those of its suppliers, 
list all countries from which the 
minerals used for this Brand originated 
and transited through during the 
Reporting Period.


3.b. Identify whether each of the 
countries listed in (a.) is a source for 
the Brand material or a country 
through which the material only 
transits.


3.c. Specify the type of material 
being sourced or transited. This 
is optional to disclose and only 
requested to assist in 
answering the remaining 
questions.


3.d. Classify each country’s Conflict‐Affected or 
High‐Risk Area ("CAHRA") status.


3.e. For each of the source countries identified, 
assess if the volume of mineral the Producer 
sourced during the Reporting Period is in 
keeping with the source country's known 
reserves and expected production levels. 
Provide the result of your assessment.


3.f. For each of the countries identified, assess 
if this country known to transit materials from 
CAHRAs.


Additional comments 


Clarification of 
required 
answers


Please enter the country name. Please enter "Source" or "transit 
only".


Optional: you may enter the 
type of material sourced if 
desired.


Please enter country CAHRA evaluation as "No 
CAHRAs", "Some CAHRAs", or "All CAHRA".


For "Some CAHRAs", provide specific region in 
comments column K.


For source countries only:  Please enter Yes or 
No for source countries and NA for transit only 
countries.


For all countries: Please enter Yes if known to 
transit materials from CAHRAs or No if not.


For source countries only: (i) State whether or 
not the country is an EITI‐implementing country. 
Please enter Yes or No for source countries and 
NA (Not Applicable) for transit only countries.


For source countries only: (ii) If the supplier is 
located in an EITI‐implementing country, 
identify if the supplier is in compliance with the 
EITI reporting requirements of that country. 
Provide links to the relevant company’s 
submission for the purpose of EITI reporting, 
where such a disclosure does not reveal 
commercially sensitive information.


For source countries only: (iii) If the country is not an EITI‐
implementing country, identify if the supplier takes other 
steps to provide transparency on payments to 
governments and other matters in line with the aims of 
EITI. Provide link(s) to disclosures where available.


Australia Source Zn and lead concentrate  No CAHRAs Yes No No NA Yes The companies follow an anti‐corruption and transparency policy 
Montenegro Source Zn and lead concentrate  No CAHRAs Yes No No NA Yes The companies follow an anti‐corruption and transparency policy 
Serbia Transit only Zn and lead concentrate  No CAHRAs NA No NA NA NA
Hungary Transit only Zn and lead concentrate  No CAHRAs NA No NA NA NA
Czechia Transit only Zn and lead concentrate  No CAHRAs NA No NA NA NA
Poland Source and Transit Zn and lead concentrate  No CAHRAs Yes No No NA Yes The companies follow an anti‐corruption and transparency policy 


EITI Implementation
3.g. For each of the source countries in (b.), assess the status of the supplier’s Extractive Industry Transparency Initiative (“EITI”) implementation following 


these steps


Country identification







Question from RFA 4.a. Indicate where the Relevant 
Companies have operated in or 
sourced minerals during the 
Reporting Period. 


4.b. Classify the locations provided in (a.) into 
either locations where no minerals are 
produced (such as headquarters, offices, or 
holding companies) or locations where 
minerals are produced. 


4.c. Classify each country’s Conflict‐Affected or 
High‐Risk Area ("CAHRA")  status.


4.d. If any CAHRAs are identified, provide confirmation 
that the Producer has secured evidence that the origin or 
transit of the material entering their feedstock was not 
sourced from the CAHRA that raised the OECD supplier 
red flag and that the Relevant Company has strong 
company‐wide due diligence management systems.


Clarification of required answers Please enter the country name. Please enter "No Mineral Production" or 
"Mineral Production"


Please enter country CAHRA evaluation as "No 
CAHRAs", "Some CAHRAs", or "All CAHRA".


Montenegro Mineral Production No CAHRAs
Australia Mineral Production No CAHRAs
Poland Mineral Production No CAHRAs







Appendix 1: Attachments
1. Code of ethics 
2. Anti-corruption policy
3. Supply chain policy





		Pb LME Red Flag Assessment Template May 2024

		Pb Red Flag Assessment Workbook May 2024



		Text1: 

		Text2: 

		Text3: 

		Text4: 

		Date1_af_date: 01-07-2022

		Date2_af_date: 30-06-2023

		Date3_af_date: 15-05-2024

		Text5: 

		Text6: 

		Text7: 

		Text8: 

		Text9: Producer has been pursuing a supply chain due diligence policy. We have a particular document on Due Diligence Policy (the Supply Chain Policy is available on our website), but also our activity is based and regulated by Code of Ethics. Code of Ethics regulates good business practices, transparency policy and responsible sourcing. 
Everyone is responsible for compliance with the Code of Ethics in their own scope, and this is supervised by the Board of Directors through the Department Managers.
Following the Code of Ethics, we select clients who meet our requirements, conduct transparent commercial activities and have an impeccable reputation and are not involved in any conflicts.
 
Purchases are made exclusively from trusted and proven suppliers (Zinc and lead concentrates) . The portfolio of suppliers is mostly the same every year. With regard to the possible new suppliers, the process of choosing them is always individual. First the quality of the offered material is checked, and if ok, the supplier is checked through all possible sources, including reports from insurance companies. In case of any doubts, the supplier is not accepted. The final decision to possibly approve supplier takes place at the Board level.The supplier's data is never disclosed to third parties, unless required by law (national authorities, police, etc.).
 
We assess the reliability of the mine through the reliability of our suppliers. There are only two mines in our supplier portfolio. One of the mines belongs to the company that is also our owner. The second one is owned by an international, well known mining and trading company trusted by customers. Both mines are located in non-conflict areas and are managed in accordance to good business practices. Such knowledge is sufficient to rightfully select suppliers.
 
In our files, we keep the following documents, evidencing who the miner is, where the mine is located etc, enabling us to verify each delivery:
- MSDS
- Bills of Lading, CMRs
- Customs clearance documents
 
Recognizing the risk of significant negative impacts that may be associated with mineral extraction, trade, processing and export from conflict-affected and high-risk areas, and recognizing that it is Producer's corporate responsibility to respect human rights and not to contribute to conflicts, Producer adopts this Policy on responsible sourcing of minerals from conflict-affected and high-risk areas (hereinafter referred to as the Policy). This Policy is based on the current OECD Due Diligence Guidelines for Responsible Supply Chains of Minerals from Conflict-Affected and High-Risk Areas (hereinafter the OECD Guidelines). 
 
Producer undertakes to widely disseminate and include in contracts or agreements with suppliers this Policy as a common point of reference for conflict-sensitive mineral sourcing practices and suppliers' knowledge of risk - from the extraction site to the end user.
 
In addition, Producer undertakes to refrain from any activities that contribute to the financing of
conflicts, and we hereby undertake to comply with relevant UN sanction resolutions or, where
applicable, national laws implementing such resolutions.
 
 

		Text10:           
Public:
 
- Our company's website has a section dedicated to Code of Ethics, Anti-Corruption Policy and also Supply Chain Policy.
Everyone has unlimited access to read or download.  
 
Link to our website: 
 
Suppliers:
 
-Supplier contracts
The policy have been incorporated directly into our company's standard supplier contracts. These contracts include explanations to resources that help suppliers undardstand their obligations under the policy.
 
Below Compliance Clause include in our contracts:
 
Compliance with laws and prohibition on improper inducements: 
1. Seller warrants, represents and undertakes to Buyer that, in connection with the subject matter of this Contract, it, its affiliates and its and their directors, officers, employees, agents, representatives and any other person acting on its or their behalf: (i) have complied with, and will comply with, all applicable laws, rules and regulations including, without limitation, sanctions, anti-bribery and corruption, anti-money laundering and tax laws; and (ii) have not authorized, offered, promised, paid or otherwise given, and will not authorize, offer, promise, pay or otherwise give, whether directly or indirectly, any financial or other advantage to or for the use or benefit of any public official or any private individual (i) for the purpose of inducing or rewarding that person's improper performance of their relevant function, or (ii) that would be a breach of any applicable law. Producer Contract No. () Seller shall comply with the Producer  Anti-Corruption Policy, Supply Chain Policy available at https://www. suppliers, as amended from time to time (the “Producer Supply Chain Policy, HCM Anti-Corruption Policy”), the terms of which are incorporated into this Contract. 
2 Raising Concerns : Seller may report any concerns relating to conduct of Buyer in connection with the subject matter of this Contract that breaches Supply Chain Policy or underlying policies to its contact at Buyer.
Sanctions: 
1 Seller represents and warrants to Buyer as at the date of this Contract and throughout its duration that: (i) neither it nor any of its subsidiaries (collectively, the “Company”) or directors, senior executives or officers, or to the knowledge of the Company, any person on whose behalf the Company is acting in connection with the subject matter of the Contract, is an individual or entity (“Person”) that is, or is 50% or more owned or controlled by, a Person (or Persons) that is the subject of any economic or financial sanctions or trade embargoes administered or enforced by the U.S. Department of the Treasury's Office of Foreign Assets Control (“OFAC”) the U.S. Departments of State or Commerce, the United Nations Security Council (“UNSC”), the European Union (“EU”), Switzerland or any other applicable sanctions authority (collectively, “Sanctions”) or based, organized or resident in a country or territory that is the subject of comprehensive (i.e., country-wide or territory-wide) Sanctions (including, as of the date of signature of this Contract, Crimea, Cuba, Donetsk, Iran, Luhansk, North Korea and Syria) (a "Sanctioned Country") (collectively, a "Sanctioned Person"); (ii) no Sanctioned Person has any beneficial or other property interest in the Contract nor will have any participation in or derive any other financial or economic benefit from the Contract; and Producer Contract no. () (iii) it will not use, or make available, the Material or funds (as applicable) provided by Buyer in terms of the Contract (i) to fund or facilitate any activities or business of, with or related to any Sanctioned Country or Sanctioned Person, or (ii) in any manner that would result in a violation of Sanctions , or (iii) for any activities or business that could result in the designation of Buyer as a Sanctioned Person (“Sanctionable Activity”); and (iv) the Material has not originated or come from or through any Sanctioned Country.
2 Seller will not be in breach of this Clause in respect of a Sanctioned Person where the relevant Sanctions are exclusively sectoral sanctions, meaning any Sanctions that do not freeze or block the assets and/or economic resources of a person or comprehensively freeze or block making available funds or economic resources to such person, but merely restrict the ability of certain individuals or entities to access financing or export or import equipment, goods, technology or services, including, for the, avoidance of doubt, the Sanctions imposed under the Sectoral Sanctions Identification List maintained by OFAC (“Sectoral Sanctions”) and where the relevant activity or business is permitted by those Sectoral Sanctions. 
3 If the Seller becomes a Sanctioned Person or if Buyer is of the reasonable opinion that the Seller has breached or will breach this Clause, Buyer may (without incurring any liability of any nature whatsoever) terminate or suspend all or any part of the Contract with immediate effect by notice to the Seller or take any other action it deems necessary in order for Buyer to comply with applicable Sanctions or avoid Sanctionable Activity. The Seller shall be liable for any and all costs, liabilities and expenses whatsoever incurred by Buyer due to Buyer exercising its rights under this Clause. Any exercise by Buyer of its right under this Clause shall be without prejudice to any other rights or remedies of Buyer under the Contract. 
4 In addition, Buyer shall not be obliged to perform any obligation required by this Contract if to do so would, or could, result in a violation of, or be inconsistent with, any Sanctions, or expose Buyer to other Sanctions risks, including, without limitation, the risk of being designated as a Sanctioned Person.
 
Employees
 
-General Awareness Sessions:
Producer conducted broader awarencess sessions to educate employees across various departments about Code of Ethics, Anti Corruption Policy and Supply Chain Policy. 
 
-Company Intranet
These policy and its implementation details have been communicated for employees throug the company intranet.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

		Text11:  
The structure responsible for producer's due diligence:
 
1. Managment/ Board of Directors 
Ultimately responsible for setting the company's ethical standards and ensuring compliance with due diligence policies.
They allocate resources, approve policies, and hold oversight for the entire process.
 
2.Procurement/Sourcing Department:
Procurement Manager: Directly responsible for integrating due diligence measures into the sourcing process. They conduct initial assessments of potential suppliers.
 
3.Legal Department:
Provides legal advice and ensures compliance with relevant regulations related to due diligence. Reviews contracts and supplier agreements.
 
 
 
 
 
 

		Text12: Purchases are made exclusively from trusted and proven suppliers. The portfolio of suppliers is mostly the same every year. With regard to the possible new suppliers, the process is always individual. First the quality of offered material is checked, and if ok, then the supplier is checked through all possible sources, including reports from insurance companies. In case of any doubts, the supplier is not accepted. The final decision to possibly approve supplier takes place at the Board level.The supplier's data is never disclosed to third parties, unless required by law (national authorities, police, etc.).
 
We assess the reliability of the mine through the reliability of our suppliers. There are only two mines in our suppliers portfolio. One of the mines belongs to the company that is also our owner. The second one is owned by an international, well know mining and trading company trusted by customers. Both mines are located in non-conflict areas and are managed in accordance to good business practices. Such knowledge is sufficient to rightfully select suppliers.
 
In our files, we keep the following documents, evidencing who the miner is, where the mine is located etc, enabling us to verify each delivery:
- MSDS (paper based and computerised) (10 years information stored)
- Bills of Lading, CMRs (paper based and computerised) (10 years information stored)
- Customs clearance documents (paper based and computerised) (10 years information stored)
 
Our system is prepared – to request & store information related to taxes paid by our supplieries, beneficial ownership information, or mine of origin information

		Text13: Producer has a full evidence of delivered material and we are able to check if deliveries are compliant with contract requirements, regarding both quality and quantity.
 
The data management system helps to collect data and transfer it to the relevant institutions and control authorities.
 
Data regarding responsible sourcing is stored in our system.  Producer cooperates with long-term and proven customers who, during cooperation, supply raw materials from reliable and proven sources.
 
Information and knowledge which we have about our proven suppliers is equivalent with system of controls and transparency over our mineral supply chain.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

		Text14: Based on the code of ethics, our supply chain policy and the ISO 9001 standard, each entity cooperating with Producer has the option of submitting a complaint. These cases are verified and resolved in accordance with applicable regulations.
 
If a stakeholder identifies that one of our suppliers is not meeting our Code of Ethics, they can fill in the form on our website:
 
 
 
Since implementing our Code of Ethics and Anticorruptional Policy we have not noted any grievance.
 

		Text15:  
To verify that our zinc concentrates do not originate from Conflict-Affected and High-Risk Areas (CAHRAs), we follow a multi-source approach. We consult current OECD publications on CAHRAs and supplement this information with research from the internet, press releases, and discussions with business and non-business partners, including industry groups like ILZSG and IZA. This comprehensive approach ensures we can definitively determine the source of our materials.
 
 Databases and sources leveraged:
 
Armed Conflict Location & Event Data Project (ACLED). As of 12 October 2020: https://www.acleddata.com
 
Crisis Group. 2020. ‘Crisis Watch. Tracking conflict worldwide.’ Crisisgroup.org. As of 12 October 2020: https://www.crisisgroup.org/crisiswatch
 
Ciuta, Theodor and Constantin Ciupagea. 2019. ‘The Raw Materials Supply Chain Viewer.’ Publications Office of the European Union. As of 12 October 2020: https://ec.europa.eu/jrc/en/publication/raw-materials-supply-chain-viewer
 
International Peace Information Service (IPIS). IPIS website. Ipisresearch.be. As of 12 October 2020: https://ipisresearch.be/
 
Bureau of International Labor Affairs (ILAB). ILAB website and reports. As of 12 October 2020: https://www.dol.gov/agencies/ilab/our-work/child-forced-labor-trafficking
 
DELVE. 2020. DELVE website. Delvedatabase.org. As of 12 October 2020: https://delvedatabase.org/about
 
Geneva Academy Rule of Law in Armed Conflicts (RULAC). 2019. ‘RULAC: Rule of Law in Armed Conflicts.’ RULAC.org. As of 12 October 2020: http://www.rulac.org
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LME RED FLAG ASSESSMENT TEMPLATE  


Introduction  
 
•This document constitutes the LME RFA Template (the “Template”) for the purposes of the LME Policy on Responsible Sourcing of LME-Listed 
Brands (the “Policy”). This template and embedded workbook are only required for Brands following the Audited LME RFA Track (Track B) and the 
Published LME RFA Track (Track C). Capitalised terms not defined herein have the meaning ascribed to them in the Policy. 
 •This template is based on the “Supplement on Tin, Tantalum and Tungsten” of the OECD Due Diligence Guidance for Responsible Supply Chains of 
Minerals from Conflict-Affected and High-Risk Areas, Third Edition. References to “OECD Guidance” in the context of this template should be 
interpreted accordingly. 
•The purpose of the OECD Guidance is to help companies respect human rights and avoid contributing to conflict through their sourcing decisions, 
including the choice of their suppliers1. 
 •Producers should consult the Policy for information on Reporting Periods, and submission deadlines; other contextual information may be found in 
the guidance notes published by the LME. 
•Please submit all relevant documents in English, this includes the template, RFA workbook, and any supplemental documents the LME should 
consider as part of the submission. 
 


  


 
1 OECD Guidance, page 12 
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Section 1. BRAND INFORMATION 


LME Brand Producer name2 Company 
LME Brand name(s)3  
Reporting Period start date (DD/MM/YYYY)  
Reporting Period end date (DD/MM/YYYY)  
Date of submission (DD/MM/YYYY)  
Address of Brand producing site  
Website of Brand Producer  
Name of person submitting RFA  
Job title of person submitting RFA  
Phone number  
Email address  
Hotline  


 
2 This may be found on the list of LME Approved Brands: https://www.lme.com/en/physical-services/brands/approved-brands 
3 In the majority of cases, each Brand will require a unique RFA. However, if multiple Brands are produced by the same Producer,and the responses to the RFA questions are 
identical for all said Brands, one RFA may be submitted for all Brands. 
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Section 2. COMPANY MANAGEMENT SYSTEMS 


a. Describe the Producer’s supply chain due diligence policy. The policy should incorporate the standards against which due 
diligence is to be conducted, consistent with the model policy contained in Annex II of the OECD Guidance.4 


 


The Responsible Sourcing Policy has been developed and implemented at Company (Director of Company is in charge for 
implementation of the Responsible Sourcing Policy). 


   


Company has developed and introduced the Code of Business Conduct, which is binding upon its employees and stakeholders. 


 


Link to the policy: [link] 


 


b. Describe how this policy been communicated to suppliers, employees, and the public.5 


The Responsible Sourcing Policy is an integral part of the supply contracts and is provided to the suppliers of minerals used 
for production. 


The staff of the company in charge was properly informed about the Due diligence company policy.  


 


 


 


 


 
4 OECD Guidance, page 17 
5 OECD Guidance, page 20 
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c. Explain the management structure responsible for the Producer’s due diligence, including who is directly responsible for 
implementing the supply chain due diligence policy.6 


A working group has been established at Company to adopt decisions on interaction with potential suppliers. The working 
group is composed of leaders/heads of departments/offices and approved by the Order of Director. 


 


The working group is a cross-functional team of experts with the following responsibilities: 


Department/Office Scope of responsibility 


Commercial department Contract terms and conditions, information on alternate Suppliers, risk mitigation through 
logistic schemes modification. Risk assessment of delayed/suspended contractual sales 
in the event of termination of cooperation with the Supplier 


Quality control service Supplier due diligence and production quality control 


Accounting department Compliance check of the Contract terms and conditions with the applicable law of the 
Russian Federation  


Technical Department Risk assessment of production shortfall in the event of termination of cooperation with 
the Supplier  


 


 


  


 
6 OECD Guidance, page 17 and page 52 
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d. Describe the system of controls and transparency over the mineral supply chain put in place by the Producer. This includes: 
a. the type of information7, the Producer collects from suppliers, 
b. whether this information is required in commercial contracts with suppliers8, 
c. the format of the record-keeping of the Producer (such as paper-based, computerised, digital leger technology, or part of 


aninstitutionalised mechanism)8, and 
d. for how long this information is stored8 


Company Management Systems: Company has implemented, certified and keeps functioning management systems in 
accordance with international standards: ISO 9001:2015, ISO 14001:2015, ISO 45001:2018, ISO 50001:2018.  


The Company has developed and implemented the system of monitoring and transparency of the mineral supply chain, 
including:  


– Responsible Sourcing Policy;  


– Code of Business Conduct;  


– Procedure on the identification of CAHRAs in minerals supply chain of Company P 00194429-17-2023 (The Director for 
Commercial and Financial Affairs of Company is responsible for implementing the provisions of the Procedure on the 
identification of CAHRAs in minerals supply chain of JSC “Company”);  


- Internal Standard STO 00194429-027 “Raw Material Supply for Main Production” containing description of the control system 
over the mineral supply chain to the Company, determining how the system operates, the suppliers categories, assessment 
and selection of the raw materials suppliers, risk management actions for mineral supply, record-keeping system; 


– system implementation agents (specialized functional departments) and distribution of responsibilities within the company.  


 


 


 
7 OECD Guidance, page 38, which refers to the information expected on page 37 
8 OECD Guidance, page 38 
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Besides, Annex A to the Procedure on the identification of CAHRAs in minerals supply chain contains Questionnaire KYC, to 
be forwarded to Minerals Suppliers. The Commercial Department is responsible for mailing, collecting and processing 
information from Minerals Suppliers. Information from Suppliers is collected during the contractual campaign stage. The 
questionnaire is sent electronically.  


Annex B to the Procedure on the identification of CAHRAs in minerals supply chain contains a spreadsheet for collecting 
information on the traceability of minerals supplies. A soft copy of the spreadsheet is maintained by the Commercial 
Department.  


 Such information is retained in the Commercial Department for 5 years. 


 
e. Describe the data the management system has yielded this Reporting Period and how it has strengthened the company’s due 


diligence efforts.9 


Company created a working group on responsible minerals initiative. It is the review and decision-making body for the initiative 
within the company and the industry. 


Commercial Department generates the List of Countries of Origin, Sustainability and International Relations Office generates 
the List of CAHRAs. The working group shall draw up a Minutes with the decisions taken. 


It has strengthened the company’s due diligence efforts to meet the requirements for responsible sourcing of minerals for the 
production of Brands listed on the London Metal Exchange, as well as to manage the risks of adverse effects associated with 
the supply of minerals from conflict-affected and high-risk areas.  


 


f. Confirm that a company-level or industry-wide grievance mechanism has been established and provide evidence.10 


Company has a procedure for reviewing claims and pleas to/from suppliers/consumers. 


 
9 OECD Guidance, page 52 
10 OECD Guidance, page 17 with details on page 40 
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Procedure establishes requirements for development of corrective actions based on the review of comments and suggestions 
received from customer satisfaction surveys. 


For the purpose of avoidance/satisfaction of any ethical claims and grievances, Company has developed the Code of Business 
Conduct, which defines the ethical operating principles. In case of Human Right Abuse or Conflict of Interests or Anti-
Corruption Measures, a stakeholder may communicate via an e-mail address or telephone number indicated therein. Code of 
Business Conduct is attached to the contracts with our counter partners. 


 


g. Describe the Producer’s method for identifying Conflict-Affected and High-Risk Areas (“CAHRA”).11 


(i) The Company shall compile and update the list of CAHRAs on an ongoing basis. 


The list of CAHRAs, indicating the date and resources used, shall be compiled by the Sustainability and International Relations 
Office of the Company on the basis of and taking into account: 


– The indicative and non-exhaustive list of CAHRAs provided by the European Commission pursuant to Article 14.2 of the 
European Union Regulation 2017/821 laying down supply chain due diligence obligations for Union importers of tin, 
tantalum and tungsten, their ores, and gold originating from conflict-affected and high-risk areas (далее – Regulation 
(EU) 2017/821); 


– Commission Recommendations (EU) 2018/1149 “On non-binding guidelines for the identification of conflict-affected and 
high-risk areas and other supply chain risks under Regulation (EU) 2017/821”; 


– an indicative, non-exhaustive, and regularly updated list of CAHRAs or ‘EU list’: https://www.cahraslist.net/cahras, 
published by the European Commission Directorate General for Trade (DG TRADE); 


– RMI Global Risk Map; 
– Subnational risk factors – factors determined by relationship between cities and regions of the country; 
– information on both the areas where the material is produced and other areas in some way involved in the supply and 


costing of the material; 


 
11 Though not directly referenced in the OECD Guidance, the LME requires this information to be disclosed as part of the transparency requirements for Track C. In line with the 
Policy, the LME expects that the definition of “conflict-affected and high-risk areas” will be as set out in the “Supplement on Gold” of the OECD Guidance page 66. 
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– etc. 


The list of CAHRAs is kept by the Commercial department and is used by the Commercial Department to check the information 
of the minerals and supply chains for being related to CAHRAs. 


(ii) Based on the results of identifying CAHRA list and determining whether the Suppliers of the minerals related to CAHRAs , 
the Working Group may make one of the following decisions:  


 
CAHRAs ARE NOT IDENTIFIED12 CAHRAs ARE IDENTIFIED 


  
 Option A   Option B   Option C  
 Agree the terms of cooperation with the minerals 
Supplier as part of the requested supply chain 
(source of minerals, transportation / transit route, 
minerals manufacturers for the Company, etc.)  


 Agree the terms of cooperation with the minerals 
Supplier as part of the requested supply chain 
provided that additional measures are taken to 
reduce the risk of such cooperation  


 Refuse to cooperate with the 
minerals Supplier as part of the 
requested supply chain  


 


The decision made by the Working Group shall be based on the assessment of the risk for the Company to be involved or 
engaged in contributing to / supporting / initiating adverse impacts.  


The decision made by the Working Group shall be documented in the Minutes.  


Among the measures to reduce the risk of cooperation with minerals Suppliers, whose geography of operations and/or 
expected supplies (source countries) overlap with at least one of CAHRAs (Option B), the following measures may be selected:  


- obtaining more detailed information on the minerals Supplier and/or the minerals it offers (e.g., running an extended 
questionnaire to obtain the information on the status of the subnational entity that is the business location of the minerals 
Supplier and/or the place of origin of the minerals), followed by a risk reassessment and making a decision in favour of the 
Option A;  


- inclusion in the agreement/contract of additional provisions to ensure the supply transparency, as well as the assumption of 
additional supply obligations (e.g., demonstration of export legality and others);  


- develop alternative logistics solutions for the transportation of minerals and/or materials.  
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(iii) The list shall be compiled at least once a year. 
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ection 3. LOCATION OF MINERAL ORIGIN AND TRANSIT RED FLAG EVALUATION 


Use the workbook to provide the following information: 


a. On the basis of the Producer’s Company Management Systems for tracing the transit of materials from its operations and those of its suppliers, list all countries from which the 
minerals used for this Brand originated and transited through during the Reporting Period. 


b. Identify whether each of the countries listed in (a.) is a source for the Brand material or a country through which the material only transits. 
c. Specify the type of material being sourced or transited. This is optional to disclose and only requested to assist in answering the remaining questions.  
d. Classify each country’s CAHRA status: 


(i) A country of which no area falls into the CAHRA definition; 
(ii) A country of which all areas fall into the CAHRA definition; or 
(iii) A country of which some, but not all areas fall into the CAHRA definition. In this case, indicate whether the material is sourced from or transits through the CAHRA in 


the comment column. 
e. For each of the source countries identified, assess if the volume of mineral the Producer sourced during the Reporting Period is in keeping with the source 


country's known reserves and expected production levels. Provide the result of your assessment. 
f. For each of the countries identified, assess if this country known to transit materials from CAHRAs. 
g. For each of the source countries in (b.), assess the status of the supplier’s Extractive Industry Transparency Initiative (“EITI”) implementation following these 


steps:12 
(i) State whether or not the country is an EITI-implementing country;13 
(ii) If the supplier is located in an EITI-implementing country, identify if the supplier is in compliance with the EITI reporting requirements of that country14. 


Provide links to the relevant company’s submission for the purpose of EITI reporting, where such a disclosure does not reveal commercially sensitive 
information.  


(iii) If the country is not an EITI-implementing country, identify if the supplier takes other steps to provide transparency on payments to governments and 
other matters in line with the aims of EITI. Provide link(s) to disclosures where available. 


  


 
12 The LME believes that financial crime and corruption risk represent important concerns for industry stakeholders. Accordingly, the LME is particularly keen to ensure that the 
principles of the EITI, as referenced on page 52 of the OECD Guidance, are embedded into global supply chains. As such, this template references the specific wording of the 
OECD Guidance in respect of EITI, but further requires that Producers explain broader disclosure on a per-country basis. 
13 The status of country’s EITI implementation can be found here: https://eiti.org/countries  
14 Producers are encouraged to contact the EITI International Secretariat secretariat@eiti.org for support in finding and understanding supplier’s reports. 
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Section 4. SUPPLIER RED FLAG EVALUATION 


The Producer is expected to identify all intermediaries, consolidators, or other actors upstream in their supply chain through their management system.15 This includes but is not 
limited to: traders who provide minerals to the Producer or the Producer’s suppliers; parent companies of the Producer or the Producer’s suppliers; and companies that have a 
controlling interest in the Producer or Producer’s suppliers (“Relevant Companies”). The Producer then must identify whether any of the Relevant Companies operate in or source 
from CAHRAs16. 


If a Relevant Company operates in or sources minerals from a CAHRA, a potential OECD Red Flag is raised. Producers should verify through public sources, KYC checks, and 
engagement with suppliers to secure evidence (including spot checks as appropriate), that the supplier has strong company-wide due diligence management systems. If evidence 
is secured (and provided to the LME upon request) that minerals from a red flag location of mineral origin and transit have not entered the Brand’s feedstock and the Relevant 
company has strong company-wide due diligence management systems, Producers may continue to use this template and follow the public disclosure requirements of the relevant 
Track. If no evidence is available, the supplier red flag remains and the Producer will be referred to Track A for enhanced due diligence with the support of an assurance 
framework.17 


Use the workbook to provide the following information: 


a. Indicate where the "Relevant Companies" have operated in or sourced minerals during the Reporting Period. 


b. Classify the locations provided in (a.) into either locations where no minerals are produced (such as headquarters, offices, or holding companies) or locations where minerals 
are produced. 


c. Classify each country’s CAHRA status: 
(i) A country of which no area falls into the CAHRA definition; 
(ii) A country of which all areas fall into the CAHRA definition; or 
(iii) A country of which some, but not all areas fall into the CAHRA definition. In this case, indicate whether the operations are located within the CAHRA in the comment 


column. 


d. If any CAHRAs are identified, provide confirmation that the Producer has secured evidence that the origin or transit of the material entering their feedstock was not sourced 
from the CAHRA that raised the OECD supplier red flag and that the Relevant Company has strong company-wide due diligence management systems.  


  


 
15 OECD Guidance, page 34, which refers to the information expected to be collected by Producers on page 37 
16 The LME is aware that the OECD Guidance goes further on this point, including countries with limited reserves or production levels and countries where minerals from CAHRAs 
are known to transit; however, the LME considers these points to be adequately covered in Section 3. 
17 The LME provides a guidance note on this topic: https://www.lme.com/en/About/Responsibility/Responsible-sourcing#Guidance-notes-and-webinars 
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Section 5. RED FLAG ASSESSMENT 


a. Is there any Input Material for the LME Brand where the origin is unable to be determined? 
 


 Yes Х No 


b. Do any of the countries identified in Section 3 LOCATION OF MINERAL ORIGIN AND TRANSIT EVALUATION fall into the CAHRA 
areas identified in 3.d? 
 


 Yes Х No 


c. Do any of the source countries identified in Section 3 LOCATION OF MINERAL ORIGIN AND TRANSIT EVALUATION receive a 
quantity of material that is out of keeping with the source country's known reserves and expected production levels as answered 
in 3.e? 
 


 Yes Х No 


d. Do any of the countries identified in Section 3 LOCATION OF MINERAL ORIGIN AND TRANSIT EVALUATION fall into the list of 
countries known to transit materials from CAHRAs identified in 3.f? 
 


 Yes Х No 


e. Do any of the countries identified in Section 4. SUPPLIER RED FLAG EVALUATION fall into the CAHRA areas identified in 4.c 
without confirmation provided in 4.d? 
 


 Yes Х No 


f. Is the answer to any of Section 5.a – 5.e positive?  
 
If yes, the LME Brand is considered to have raised an OECD Red Flag and must use Track A. 
 


 Yes Х No 


g. Does the Producer fail to identify the EITI status of any of the source countries identified in Section 3 LOCATION OF MINERAL 
ORIGIN AND TRANSIT EVALUATION in 3.g.(i)? 
 


 Yes Х No 


h. Does the Producer fail to provide supplier’s EITI disclosure information described in 3.g.(ii) for suppliers located in EITI-
implementing countries? 
 


 Yes Х No 
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i. Does the Producer believe that the Red Flag Assessment should result in a different outcome than indicated in 5.f? If so, then a 
full explanation must be given. 
 


 Yes Х No 


Explanation: 
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Additional comments:  


 


 
 


 







Red Flag 1 Red Flag 2 Red Flag 3
3.a. On the basis of the Producer’s 
Company Management Systems for 
tracing the transit of materials from its 
operations and those of its suppliers, list 
all countries from which the minerals 
used for this Brand originated and 
transited through during the Reporting 
Period.


3.b. Identify whether each of the 
countries listed in (a.) is a source for 
the Brand material or a country 
through which the material only 
transits.


3.c. Specify the type of material 
being sourced or transited. This 
is optional to disclose and only 
requested to assist in 
answering the remaining 
questions.


3.d. Classify each country’s Conflict-Affected or 
High-Risk Area ("CAHRA") status.


3.e. For each of the source countries identified, 
assess if the volume of mineral the Producer 
sourced during the Reporting Period is in 
keeping with the source country's known 
reserves and expected production levels. 
Provide the result of your assessment.


3.f. For each of the countries identified, assess 
if this country known to transit materials from 
CAHRAs.


Additional comments 


Russia Source Zinc concentrate Some CAHRAs(Belgorod region) Yes No No NA In line with the aims of EITI, mining companies report 
annually before February 1st to the governmental body on  
extracted volumes of minerals and pay Mining Resources 
Extraction Tax 


Company is supplied from the Urals and Siberia 
regions


Kazakhstan Source Zinc concentrate No CAHRAs Yes No Yes In compliance, report here: 
http://eiti.geology.gov.kz/ru/national-reports


NA -


EITI Implementation
3.g. For each of the source countries in (b.), assess the status of the supplier’s Extractive Industry Transparency Initiative (“EITI”) implementation following 


these steps


Country identification







4.a. Indicate where the Relevant 
Companies have operated in or 
sourced minerals during the Reporting 
Period. 


4.b. Classify the locations provided in (a.) into 
either locations where no minerals are 
produced (such as headquarters, offices, or 
holding companies) or locations where minerals 
are produced. 


4.c. Classify each country’s Conflict-Affected or 
High-Risk Area ("CAHRA")  status.


4.d. If any CAHRAs are identified, provide confirmation 
that the Producer has secured evidence that the origin or 
transit of the material entering their feedstock was not 
sourced from the CAHRA that raised the OECD supplier red 
flag and that the Relevant Company has strong company-
wide due diligence management systems.


Russia Mineral Production Some CAHRAs(Belgorod region) Company is supplied from the Urals and Siberia regions


Kazakhstan Mineral Production No CAHRAs -







  


 


Appendix 1: AƩachments  


P-01-13-04-2023 PROCEDURE CAHRAs IDENTIFICATION IN MINERALS SUPPLY CHAIN OF [REDACTED] 
FOR [REDACTED] ZINC PRODUCTION 





		Brand 5

		Brand 5 WB

		Brand 5 extra






LME Red Flag Assesment Template‐Track C


1 BRAND INFORMATION


LME BRAND NAME redacted LME BRAND CODE redacted


LME PRODUCER NAME redacted PRODUCER ADRESS redacted


CONTACT DETAILS City redacted


Job Title redacted Street redacted


Name redacted  


web site redacted


person submitting RFA redacted    


Job Title redacted    


Phone number redacted


e‐mail adress


DATE OF SUBMISSION 24/06/2024 REPORTING PERIOD


19/08/2024 start date 01/01/2023


end date 31/12/2023


2 COMPANY MANAGEMENT SYSTEM


a Is there a company Supply chain due dilligence policy?


redacted‐Yes


b Describe how this policy been communicated to suppliers, employees, and the public.


c


d


a.


b.


c.


We have 2 ways of record keeping‐ obligatory on paper and the same in electronic format (incl. but not limited to pdf, 


docs, excel) on a company server with regular back up. 


redacted


update with 


information/anonymised


The Responsible sourcing policy is signed by every single supplier of raw material. The policy is available on the 


company's corporate web site and on the internal web site


Explain the management structure responsible for the Producer’s due diligence, including who is directly responsible 


for implementing the supply chain due diligence policy. 


The trading company for the full output of the producer (both part of a Holding structure) performs the due dilligence. 


The trading company is authorized to act on behalf and for account of the producer; to supervise the administartion 


and execution of the signed commercial transactions. The trading company is in charge with negotiating, concluding, 


implementing and reporting on the purchases of raw material and sales of the final products.  The trading company 


possess all primary information and documents related to the purchases (sales) and is the only one that  is in direct 


contact with suppliers and customers. For the scope of RS reporting, by order of the Holding group, a working group is 


formed with participation of a legal adisor of the group. The responsible person is REDACTED. The results of 


Responsible sourcing due dilligence are reported to:CEO Holding group; the producer Executuve Director; the trading 


company General Manager. Producer's Resposible Sourcing Due Diligence working pricedure is available.


Describe the system of controls and transparency over the mineral supply chain put in place by the Producer. 


the type of information the Producer collects from suppliers


With the start of the negotiations for the supply of any kind of material the following information is required from 


every specific supplier: type of material, quality/analysis; origin of the material; quantity; delivery period and delivery 


terms.  The following documents are required for completing the delivery dossier and are kept in original:transport 


documents CMR 8 CIM & B/L; certificate of analysis and weight; invoice;  import custom declaration (if needed); 


certificate of origin (if needed); EUR 1 and T2L; insurance policy; producer's Material Safety data sheet (MSDS). At least 


once per year all suppliers are asked to fulfill a Responsible sourcing self assesment questionnaire, including also 


questions on  Environmental, social, and governance (ESG), certificates and etc. Both producer and trading company 


have and work on one and the same secured server. The trading company collect the information (including for the 


scope of RS) and it is stored on the producer' server. All  shipping documents on paper are kept by the producer  as 


they are needed for their operational work.


 whether this information is required in commercial contracts with suppliers 


The information from 2 d.a. is incorporated in the signed by both parties contracts


the format of the record‐keeping of the Producer (such as paper‐based, computerised, digital leger technology, or part 


of an institutionalised mechanism)







d.


e. 


f.


g.


g.1


g.2


g.2.1


g.3


g.4


g.5


3


4
 


5 RED FLAG ASSESSMENT


Yes No 


a.
No 


b


No 


c


No 


d


No 


e


No 


https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/policies/eu‐list‐of‐non‐cooperative‐jurisdictions/


https://www.crisisgroup.org/crisiswatch


LOCATION OF MINERAL ORIGIN AND TRANSIT‐ separate sheet


SUPPLIERS RED FLAG EVALUATION‐ separate sheet


Is there any Input Material for the LME Brand where the origin is unable to 


be determined? 


Do any of the countries identified in Section 3 LOCATION OF MINERAL 


ORIGIN AND TRANSIT EVALUATION fall into the CAHRA areas identified in 


3.d?


Do any of the source countries identified in Section 3 LOCATION OF 


MINERAL ORIGIN AND TRANSIT EVALUATION receive a quantity of material 


that is out of keeping with the source country's known reserves and 


expected production levels as answered in 3.e?


Do any of the countries identified in Section 3 LOCATION OF MINERAL 


ORIGIN AND TRANSIT EVALUATION fall into the list of countries known to 


transit materials from CAHRAs identified in 3.f?


Do any of the countries identified in Section 4. SUPPLIER RED FLAG 


EVALUATION fall into the CAHRA areas identified in 4.c without 


confirmation provided in 4.d?


https://www.fatf‐gafi.org/en/publications/High‐risk‐and‐other‐monitored‐jurisdictions/Increased‐monitoring‐february‐


2024.html


for how long this information is stored 


Legal requirement in REDACTED is 5 years, but we keep /incl. on paper/ all important database  and documents more 


than 25 years. 


Describe the data the management system has yielded this Reporting Period and how it has strengthened the 


company’s due diligence efforts


The origin of the material and location as mine name or/and quality is stated in the initial offer and then in the signed 


contract and accompanying shipping documents. Based on origin of the material,the agreed monthly volumes and 


delivery periods as well as the agreed delivery terms according to the applied Incoterms 2020 /stated in the contract/, 


we can easily monitor the movement and delivery process.  The control is permanent and continuous as we collect all 


initial and original documents in order to fully comply with the laws and regulations concerning the producer's 


activities. At least once per year we update our supplier's data base including but not limited to the follwing topics‐ 


update on company information; company managment systems and certifications; corporate and social responsability; 


AML‐CFT policies and procedure; record keeping systems; sustainability reports.


Confirm that a company‐level or industry‐wide grievance mechanism has been established and provide evidence


There is a company grievance channel, according to the REDACTED law on the Protection of Persons Submitting 


Reports or Publicly Disclosing Information on Violations, available at our web site REDACTED. Any kind of concerns can 


be raised, not limited to the stated in the law. An information list to the community members with instructions how to 


submit complains is available.


Describe the Producer’s method for identifying Conflict‐Affected and High‐Risk Areas (“CAHRA”).


Irrespective of whether the mineral is sourced directly from the mine or through a trader, the origin and/or name 


and/or location of the material is stated in the contract as well as in the accompagnying shipping documents. The 


supplier can not change the location/origin of the mineral after a contract is signed. During the whole process we keep 


awareness of the orgin of the material. In case of a change in the situation (related with CAHRA) we are notified 


primarly from the supplier/souce and a managment decision is taken how to proceed further. As part of this process we 


use at least 3 credible sources to indetify wether the supplied material originates or transits trough "CAHRA".The 


trading company report to the legal advisor the countries of orign for further cross check. In case in 2 of 3 sources the 


country of origin or transit do not fall under the list of CAHRA, this country source is considered  out of reach of this 


subject. The verification is done at least twice per year‐ at the time of signing the purchase contract and at the end of 


the reporting period.  A register is available with the dates of verification. For the reporting period this is done on 


18.08.2023 and 24.01.2024. The results of the risk identifying process is reported to the Management. In case any risk 


is identifyied the principle of the Suply chain policy will be applied. The list of sources for identifying CAHRAs is as stated 


g.1‐g.5: For our report we used for verification all below stated sources.


https://www.cahraslist.net/cahras


On the offical page of REDACTED 


Commission Delegated Regulation (EU) 2016/1675 of 14 July 2016 supplementing Directive (EU) 2015/849 of the 


European Parliament and of the Council by identifying high‐risk third countries with strategic deficiencies   


https://finance.ec.europa.eu/financial‐crime/anti‐money‐laundering‐and‐countering‐financing‐terrorism‐international‐


level_en#strategic‐deficiencies 







f


No 


g


No 


h
No 


Does the Producer fail to provide supplier’s EITI disclosure information 


described in 3.g.(ii) for suppliers located in EITI implementing countries?


Is the answer to any of Section 5.a – 5.e positive?


If yes, the LME Brand is considered to have raised an OECD Red Flag and 


must use Track A.


Does the Producer fail to identify the EITI status of any of the source 


countries identified in Section 3 LOCATION OF MINERAL ORIGIN AND 


TRANSIT EVALUATION in 3.g.(i)?







Red Flag 1 Red Flag 2 Red Flag 3
Question from 
RFA


3.a. On the basis of the Producer’s 
Company Management Systems for 
tracing the transit of materials from 
its operations and those of its 
suppliers, list all countries from 
which the minerals used for this 
Brand originated and transited 
through during the Reporting Period.


3.b. Identify whether each of the 
countries listed in (a.) is a source 
for the Brand material or a country 
through which the material only 
transits.


3.c. Specify the type of material 
being sourced or transited. This is 
optional to disclose and only 
requested to assist in answering 
the remaining questions.


3.d. Classify each 
country’s Conflict-
Affected or High-Risk 
Area ("CAHRA") status.


3.e. For each of the source 
countries identified, assess if the 
volume of mineral the Producer 
sourced during the Reporting 
Period is in keeping with the source 
country's known reserves and 
expected production levels. Provide 
the result of your assessment.


3.f. For each of the countries 
identified, assess if this country 
known to transit materials from 
CAHRAs.


Additional comments 


Clarification of 
required 
answers


Please enter the country name. Please enter "Source" or "transit 
only".


Optional: you may enter the type of 
material sourced if desired.


Please enter country 
CAHRA evaluation as "No 
CAHRAs", "Some 
CAHRAs", or "All CAHRA".


For "Some CAHRAs", 
provide specific region in 
comments column K.


For source countries only:  Please 
enter Yes or No for source countries 
and NA for transit only countries.


For all countries: Please enter Yes if 
known to transif materials from 
CAHRAs or No if not.


For source countries only: (i) 
State whether or not the 
country is an EITI-
implementing country. Please 
enter Yes or No for source 
countries and NA (Not 
Applicable) for transit only 
countries.


For source countries only: (ii) If the 
supplier is located in an EITI-
implementing country, identify if 
the supplier is in compliance with 
the EITI reporting requirements of 
that country. Provide links to the 
relevant company’s submission for 
the purpose of EITI reporting, 
where such a disclosure does not 
reveal commercially sensitive 
information.


For source countries only: (iii) If the 
country is not an EITI-
implementing country, identify if 
the supplier takes other steps to 
provide transparency on payments 
to governments and other matters 
in line with the aims of EITI. 
Provide link(s) to disclosures where 
available.


Country A Source Copper concentrate No CAHRAs Yes No Yes Not in compliance NA
Country B Source Alumina Some CAHRAs No No Yes In compliance, report here: (link) NA Region ABC in Country 


B is considered a 
CAHRA and the 
materials we source do 
not come from this 


Country C Transit only Zinc oxide All CAHRA NA Yes NA NA NA
Country D Source Bauxite No CAHRAs Yes No No NA Reporting on payments to 


governments on page XX (link)


Supplier 1  
North Macedonia Source lead concentrate No CAHRAs yes no no No data is available. The supplier is 


a trader that comply with 
Resposible sourcing  Redacted


Morroco Source lead  concentrate No CAHRAs yes no no The supplier is a trader that 
comply with responsible sourcing 
and report payments to 
Government Redacted


Spain Transit only lead  concentrate No CAHRAs NA no NA NA NA
Turkey Transit only lead  concentrate No CAHRAs NA no NA NA NA


Supplier 3  
Serbia Source lead concentrate No CAHRAs yes no no fees are paid quaterly, no public 


reporting


Supplier 4  
North Macedonia Source lead metal blocks No CAHRAs yes no no No data is available. The supplier is 


a trader.


Supplier 5  


North Macedonia Source lead concentrate No CAHRAs yes no no The supplier pays concession fees 
to the government of Redacted as 
per concession agreement and 
report to the Ministry of Economy 
and Municipalitites


North Macedonia Source lead concentrate No CAHRAs yes no no concession fee, available in the 
audited financial according to 
Redacted law


redacted Source lead concentrate No CAHRAs yes no no concession fee, available in the 
audited financial according to 
Redacted law


Supplier 7  
redacted Source lead concentrate No CAHRAs yes no no concession fee, available in the 


audited financial according to 
Redacted law


Supplier 8   


redacted Source lead concentrate No CAHRAs yes no no concession fees are paid by the 
mine that owns the concession 
rights. Available in the audited 
financial according to Redacted law


Supplier 9  


redacted Source lead concentrate No CAHRAs yes no no concession fees are paid by the 
mine that owns the concession 
rights. Available in the audited 
financial according to Redacted law


Country identification EITI Implementation
3.g. For each of the source countries in (b.), assess the status of the supplier’s Extractive Industry 


Transparency Initiative (“EITI”) implementation following these steps


Example 
answers


Supplier 6  


Supplier 2  







Question from RFA 4.a. Indicate where the Relevant 


Companies have operated in or 


sourced minerals during the 


Reporting Period. 


4.b. Classify the locations provided in (a.) into 


either locations where no minerals are 


produced (such as headquarters, offices, or 


holding companies) or locations where 


minerals are produced. 


4.c. Classify each country’s Conflict‐Affected or 


High‐Risk Area ("CAHRA")  status.


4.d. If any CAHRAs are identified, provide confirmation 


that the Producer has secured evidence that the origin or 


transit of the material entering their feedstock was not 


sourced from the CAHRA that raised the OECD supplier 


red flag and that the Relevant Company has strong 


company‐wide due diligence management systems.


Clarification of required answers Please enter the country name. Please enter "No Mineral Production" or 


"Mineral Production"


Please enter country CAHRA evaluation as "No 


CAHRAs", "Some CAHRAs", or "All CAHRA".


Country X No Mineral Production No CAHRAs
Country Y No Mineral Production Some CAHRAs [Confirmation needed]
Country Z Mineral Production All CAHRA [Confirmation needed]


Supplier 1   Luxembourg No Mineral Production No CAHRAs


Supplier 2   Switzerland No Mineral Production No CAHRAs


Supplier 3   Serbia Mineral Production No CAHRAs


Supplier 4   UK No Mineral Production No CAHRAs


Supplier 5   North Macedonia Mineral Production No CAHRAs


Supplier 6   redacted Mineral Production No CAHRAs


Supplier 7   redacted Mineral Production No CAHRAs


Supplier 8   redacted Mineral Production No CAHRAs


Supplier 9   redacted Mineral Production No CAHRAs


Example answers





		Brand7

		Brand7_21

		3 ORIGIN AND TRANSIT EVALUATION



		Brand7_2






LME Red Flag Assesment Template-Track C


1 BRAND INFORMATION


LME BRAND NAME redacted LME BRAND CODE redacted
LME PRODUCER NAME redacted PRODUCER ADRESS redacted
CONTACT DETAILS City redacted
Job Title redacted Street redacted
Name redacted  
web site redacted
person submitting RFA redacted   
Job Title redacted   
Phone number redacted


e-mail adress


DATE OF SUBMISSION 24/06/2024 REPORTING PERIOD
19/08/2024 start date 01/01/2023


end date 31/12/2023


2 COMPANY MANAGEMENT SYSTEM


a Is there a company Supply chain due dilligence policy?
redacted-Yes


b Describe how this policy been communicated to suppliers, employees, and the public.


c


d


a.


b.


c.


We have 2 ways of record keeping- obligatory on paper and the same in electronic format (incl. but not limited to pdf, 
docs, excel) on a company server with regular back up. 


redacted


update with 
information/anonymised


The Responsible sourcing policy is signed by every single supplier of raw material. The policy is available on the 
company's corporate web site and on the internal web site


Explain the management structure responsible for the Producer’s due diligence, including who is directly responsible 
for implementing the supply chain due diligence policy. 
The trading company for the full output of the producer (both part of a Holding structure) performs the due dilligence. 
The trading company is authorized to act on behalf and for account of the producer; to supervise the administartion 
and execution of the signed commercial transactions. The trading company is in charge with negotiating, concluding, 
implementing and reporting on the purchases of raw material and sales of the final products.  The trading company 
possess all primary information and documents related to the purchases (sales) and is the only one that  is in direct 
contact with suppliers and customers. For the scope of RS reporting, by order of the Holding group, a working group is 
formed with participation of a legal adisor of the group. The responsible person is REDACTED. The results of 
Responsible sourcing due dilligence are reported to:CEO Holding group; the producer Executuve Director; the trading 
company General Manager. Producer's Resposible Sourcing Due Diligence working pricedure is available.


Describe the system of controls and transparency over the mineral supply chain put in place by the Producer. 
the type of information the Producer collects from suppliers


With the start of the negotiations for the supply of any kind of material the following information is required from 
every specific supplier: type of material, quality/analysis; origin of the material; quantity; delivery period and delivery 
terms.  The following documents are required for completing the delivery dossier and are kept in original:transport 
documents CMR 8 CIM & B/L; certificate of analysis and weight; invoice;  import custom declaration (if needed); 
certificate of origin (if needed); EUR 1 and T2L; insurance policy; producer's Material Safety data sheet (MSDS). At least 
once per year all suppliers are asked to fulfill a Responsible sourcing self assesment questionnaire, including also 
questions on  Environmental, social, and governance (ESG), certificates and etc. Both producer and trading company 
have and work on one and the same secured server. The trading company collect the information (including for the 
scope of RS) and it is stored on the producer' server. All  shipping documents on paper are kept by the producer  as 
they are needed for their operational work.


 whether this information is required in commercial contracts with suppliers 


The information from 2 d.a. is incorporated in the signed by both parties contracts


the format of the record-keeping of the Producer (such as paper-based, computerised, digital leger technology, or part 
of an institutionalised mechanism)







d.


e. 


f.


g.


g.1


g.2


g.2.1


g.3


g.4


g.5


3


4
 


5 RED FLAG ASSESSMENT
Yes No 


a. No 


b
No 


c


No 


d


No 


e
No 


f


No 


g
No 


h
No 


Does the Producer fail to provide supplier’s EITI disclosure information 
described in 3.g.(ii) for suppliers located in EITI implementing countries?


https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/policies/eu-list-of-non-cooperative-jurisdictions/


https://www.crisisgroup.org/crisiswatch


LOCATION OF MINERAL ORIGIN AND TRANSIT- separate sheet


SUPPLIERS RED FLAG EVALUATION- separate sheet


Is there any Input Material for the LME Brand where the origin is unable to 
be determined? 


Do any of the countries identified in Section 3 LOCATION OF MINERAL 
ORIGIN AND TRANSIT EVALUATION fall into the CAHRA areas identified in 
3.d?


Do any of the source countries identified in Section 3 LOCATION OF 
MINERAL ORIGIN AND TRANSIT EVALUATION receive a quantity of material 
that is out of keeping with the source country's known reserves and 
expected production levels as answered in 3.e?


Do any of the countries identified in Section 3 LOCATION OF MINERAL 
ORIGIN AND TRANSIT EVALUATION fall into the list of countries known to 
transit materials from CAHRAs identified in 3.f?


Do any of the countries identified in Section 4. SUPPLIER RED FLAG 
EVALUATION fall into the CAHRA areas identified in 4.c without 
confirmation provided in 4.d?


Is the answer to any of Section 5.a – 5.e positive?
If yes, the LME Brand is considered to have raised an OECD Red Flag and 
must use Track A.


Does the Producer fail to identify the EITI status of any of the source 
countries identified in Section 3 LOCATION OF MINERAL ORIGIN AND 
TRANSIT EVALUATION in 3.g.(i)?


https://www.fatf-gafi.org/en/publications/High-risk-and-other-monitored-jurisdictions/Increased-monitoring-february-
2024.html


for how long this information is stored 


Legal requirement in REDACTED is 5 years, but we keep /incl. on paper/ all important database  and documents more 
than 25 years. 
Describe the data the management system has yielded this Reporting Period and how it has strengthened the 
company’s due diligence efforts


The origin of the material and location as mine name or/and quality is stated in the initial offer and then in the signed 
contract and accompanying shipping documents. Based on origin of the material,the agreed monthly volumes and 
delivery periods as well as the agreed delivery terms according to the applied Incoterms 2020 /stated in the contract/, 
we can easily monitor the movement and delivery process.  The control is permanent and continuous as we collect all 
initial and original documents in order to fully comply with the laws and regulations concerning the producer's 
activities. At least once per year we update our supplier's data base including but not limited to the follwing topics- 
update on company information; company managment systems and certifications; corporate and social responsability; 
AML-CFT policies and procedure; record keeping systems; sustainability reports.
Confirm that a company-level or industry-wide grievance mechanism has been established and provide evidence


There is a company grievance channel, according to the REDACTED law on the Protection of Persons Submitting 
Reports or Publicly Disclosing Information on Violations, available at our web site REDACTED. Any kind of concerns can 
be raised, not limited to the stated in the law. An information list to the community members with instructions how to 
submit complains is available.


Describe the Producer’s method for identifying Conflict-Affected and High-Risk Areas (“CAHRA”).


Irrespective of whether the mineral is sourced directly from the mine or through a trader, the origin and/or name 
and/or location of the material is stated in the contract as well as in the accompagnying shipping documents. The 
supplier can not change the location/origin of the mineral after a contract is signed. During the whole process we keep 
awareness of the orgin of the material. In case of a change in the situation (related with CAHRA) we are notified 
primarly from the supplier/souce and a managment decision is taken how to proceed further. As part of this process 
we use at least 3 credible sources to indetify wether the supplied material originates or transits trough "CAHRA".The 
trading company report to the legal advisor the countries of orign for further cross check. In case in 2 of 3 sources the 
country of origin or transit do not fall under the list of CAHRA, this country source is considered  out of reach of this 
subject. The verification is done at least twice per year- at the time of signing the purchase contract and at the end of 
the reporting period.  A register is available with the dates of verification. For the reporting period this is done on 
18.08.2023 and 24.01.2024. The results of the risk identifying process is reported to the Management. In case any risk 
is identifyied the principle of the Suply chain policy will be applied. The list of sources for identifying CAHRAs is as 
stated g.1-g.5: For our report we used for verification all below stated sources.


https://www.cahraslist.net/cahras


On the offical page of REDACTED 


Commission Delegated Regulation (EU) 2016/1675 of 14 July 2016 supplementing Directive (EU) 2015/849 of the 
European Parliament and of the Council by identifying high-risk third countries with strategic deficiencies   
https://finance.ec.europa.eu/financial-crime/anti-money-laundering-and-countering-financing-terrorism-international-
level_en#strategic-deficiencies 







Red Flag 1 Red Flag 2 Red Flag 3
Question from 
RFA


3.a. On the basis of the Producer’s 
Company Management Systems for 
tracing the transit of materials from 
its operations and those of its 
suppliers, list all countries from 
which the minerals used for this 
Brand originated and transited 
through during the Reporting Period.


3.b. Identify whether each of the 
countries listed in (a.) is a source for 
the Brand material or a country 
through which the material only 
transits.


3.c. Specify the type of material 
being sourced or transited. This is 
optional to disclose and only 
requested to assist in answering the 
remaining questions.


3.d. Classify each 
country’s Conflict-Affected 
or High-Risk Area 
("CAHRA") status.


3.e. For each of the source countries 
identified, assess if the volume of 
mineral the Producer sourced during 
the Reporting Period is in keeping 
with the source country's known 
reserves and expected production 
levels. Provide the result of your 
assessment.


3.f. For each of the countries 
identified, assess if this country 
known to transit materials from 
CAHRAs.


Additional comments 


Clarification of 
required answers


Please enter the country name. Please enter "Source" or "transit 
only".


Optional: you may enter the type of 
material sourced if desired.


Please enter country 
CAHRA evaluation as "No 
CAHRAs", "Some CAHRAs", 
or "All CAHRA".


For "Some CAHRAs", 
provide specific region in 
comments column K.


For source countries only:  Please 
enter Yes or No for source countries 
and NA for transit only countries.


For all countries: Please enter Yes if 
known to transif materials from 
CAHRAs or No if not.


For source countries only: (i) 
State whether or not the 
country is an EITI-
implementing country. Please 
enter Yes or No for source 
countries and NA (Not 
Applicable) for transit only 
countries.


For source countries only: (ii) If the 
supplier is located in an EITI-
implementing country, identify if 
the supplier is in compliance with 
the EITI reporting requirements of 
that country. Provide links to the 
relevant company’s submission for 
the purpose of EITI reporting, 
where such a disclosure does not 
reveal commercially sensitive 
information.


For source countries only: (iii) If the 
country is not an EITI-implementing 
country, identify if the supplier 
takes other steps to provide 
transparency on payments to 
governments and other matters in 
line with the aims of EITI. Provide 
link(s) to disclosures where 
available.


Country A Source Copper concentrate No CAHRAs Yes No Yes Not in compliance NA
Country B Source Alumina Some CAHRAs No No Yes In compliance, report here: (link) NA Region ABC in Country B 


is considered a CAHRA 
and the materials we 
source do not come 
from this region.


Country C Transit only Zinc oxide All CAHRA NA Yes NA NA NA
Country D Source Bauxite No CAHRAs Yes No No NA Reporting on payments to 


governments on page XX (link)


Supplier 1  
North Macedonia Source lead concentrate No CAHRAs yes no no No data is available. The supplier is 


a trader that comply with 
Resposible sourcing  Redacted


Morroco Source lead  concentrate No CAHRAs yes no no The supplier is a trader that comply 
with responsible sourcing and 
report payments to Government 
Redacted


Spain Transit only lead  concentrate No CAHRAs NA no NA NA NA
Turkey Transit only lead  concentrate No CAHRAs NA no NA NA NA


Supplier 3  
Serbia Source lead concentrate No CAHRAs yes no no fees are paid quaterly, no public 


reporting


Supplier 4  
North Macedonia Source lead metal blocks No CAHRAs yes no no No data is available. The supplier is 


a trader.


Supplier 5  


North Macedonia Source lead concentrate No CAHRAs yes no no The supplier pays concession fees to 
the government of Redacted as per 
concession agreement and report to 
the Ministry of Economy and 
Municipalitites


North Macedonia Source lead concentrate No CAHRAs yes no no concession fee, available in the 
audited financial according to 
Redacted law


redacted Source lead concentrate No CAHRAs yes no no concession fee, available in the 
audited financial according to 
Redacted law


Supplier 7  
redacted Source lead concentrate No CAHRAs yes no no concession fee, available in the 


audited financial according to 
Redacted law


Supplier 8   


redacted Source lead concentrate No CAHRAs yes no no concession fees are paid by the 
mine that owns the concession 
rights. Available in the audited 
financial according to Redacted law


Supplier 9  


redacted Source lead concentrate No CAHRAs yes no no concession fees are paid by the 
mine that owns the concession 
rights. Available in the audited 
financial according to Redacted law


Country identification EITI Implementation
3.g. For each of the source countries in (b.), assess the status of the supplier’s Extractive Industry 


Transparency Initiative (“EITI”) implementation following these steps


Example 
answers


Supplier 6  


Supplier 2  







Question from RFA 4.a. Indicate where the Relevant 
Companies have operated in or 
sourced minerals during the 
Reporting Period. 


4.b. Classify the locations provided in (a.) into 
either locations where no minerals are 
produced (such as headquarters, offices, or 
holding companies) or locations where 
minerals are produced. 


4.c. Classify each country’s Conflict-Affected or 
High-Risk Area ("CAHRA")  status.


4.d. If any CAHRAs are identified, provide confirmation 
that the Producer has secured evidence that the origin or 
transit of the material entering their feedstock was not 
sourced from the CAHRA that raised the OECD supplier 
red flag and that the Relevant Company has strong 
company-wide due diligence management systems.


Clarification of required answers Please enter the country name. Please enter "No Mineral Production" or 
"Mineral Production"


Please enter country CAHRA evaluation as "No 
CAHRAs", "Some CAHRAs", or "All CAHRA".


Country X No Mineral Production No CAHRAs
Country Y No Mineral Production Some CAHRAs [Confirmation needed]
Country Z Mineral Production All CAHRA [Confirmation needed]


Supplier 1  Luxembourg No Mineral Production No CAHRAs
Supplier 2  Switzerland No Mineral Production No CAHRAs
Supplier 3  Serbia Mineral Production No CAHRAs
Supplier 4  UK No Mineral Production No CAHRAs
Supplier 5  North Macedonia Mineral Production No CAHRAs
Supplier 6  redacted Mineral Production No CAHRAs
Supplier 7  redacted Mineral Production No CAHRAs
Supplier 8  redacted Mineral Production No CAHRAs
Supplier 9  redacted Mineral Production No CAHRAs


Example answers
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LME Red Flag Assesment Template-Track C


1 BRAND INFORMATION


LME BRAND NAME redacted LME BRAND CODE redacted
LME PRODUCER NAME redacted PRODUCER ADRESS redacted
CONTACT DETAILS City redacted
Job Title redacted Street redacted
Name redacted  
web site redacted
person submitting RFA redacted   
Job Title redacted   
Phone number redacted


e-mail adress


DATE OF SUBMISSION 24/06/2024 REPORTING PERIOD
19/08/2024 start date 01/01/2023


end date 31/12/2023


2 COMPANY MANAGEMENT SYSTEM


a Is there a company Supply chain due dilligence policy?
redacted-Yes


b Describe how this policy been communicated to suppliers, employees, and the public.


c


d


a.


b.


c.


redacted


Describe the system of controls and transparency over the mineral supply chain put in place by the Producer. 
the type of information the Producer collects from suppliers


The trading company for the full output of the producer (both part of a Holding structure) performs the due dilligence. 
The trading company is authorized to act on behalf and for account of the producer; to supervise the administartion 
and execution of the signed commercial transactions. The trading company is in charge with negotiating, concluding, 
implementing and reporting on the purchases of raw material and sales of the final products.  The trading company 
possess all primary information and documents related to the purchases (sales) and is the only one that  is in direct 
contact with suppliers and customers. For the scope of RS reporting, by order of the Holding group, a working group is 
formed with participation of a legal adisor of the group. The responsible person is REDACTED. The results of 
Responsible sourcing due dilligence are reported to:CEO Holding group; the producer Executuve Director; the trading 
company General Manager. Producer's Resposible Sourcing Due Diligence working pricedure is available.


 whether this information is required in commercial contracts with suppliers 


the format of the record-keeping of the Producer (such as paper-based, computerised, digital leger technology, or part 
of an institutionalised mechanism)


With the start of the negotiations for the supply of any kind of material the following information is required from 
every specific supplier: type of material, quality/analysis; origin of the material; quantity; delivery period and delivery 
terms.  The following documents are required for completing the delivery dossier and are kept in original:transport 
documents CMR 8 CIM & B/L; certificate of analysis and weight; invoice;  import custom declaration (if needed); 
certificate of origin (if needed); EUR 1 and T2L; insurance policy; producer's Material Safety data sheet (MSDS). At least 
once per year all suppliers are asked to fulfill a Responsible sourcing self assesment questionnaire, including also 
questions on  Environmental, social, and governance (ESG), certificates and etc. Both producer and trading company 
have and work on one and the same secured server. The trading company collect the information (including for the 
scope of RS) and it is stored on the producer' server. All  shipping documents on paper are kept by the producer  as 
they are needed for their operational work.


The information from 2 d.a. is incorporated in the signed by both parties contracts


We have 2 ways of record keeping- obligatory on paper and the same in electronic format (incl. but not limited to pdf, 
docs, excel) on a company server with regular back up. 


update with 
information/anonymised


The Responsible sourcing policy is signed by every single supplier of raw material. The policy is available on the 
company's corporate web site and on the internal web site


Explain the management structure responsible for the Producer’s due diligence, including who is directly responsible 
for implementing the supply chain due diligence policy. 







d.


e. 


f.


g.


g.1


g.2


g.2.1


g.3


g.4


g.5


3


4
 


5 RED FLAG ASSESSMENT
Yes No 


a. No 


b
No 


c


No 


d


No 


e
No 


f


No 


g
No 


h
No 


Do any of the source countries identified in Section 3 LOCATION OF 
MINERAL ORIGIN AND TRANSIT EVALUATION receive a quantity of material 
that is out of keeping with the source country's known reserves and 
expected production levels as answered in 3.e?


Do any of the countries identified in Section 3 LOCATION OF MINERAL 
ORIGIN AND TRANSIT EVALUATION fall into the list of countries known to 
transit materials from CAHRAs identified in 3.f?


Do any of the countries identified in Section 4. SUPPLIER RED FLAG 
EVALUATION fall into the CAHRA areas identified in 4.c without 
confirmation provided in 4.d?


Is the answer to any of Section 5.a – 5.e positive?
If yes, the LME Brand is considered to have raised an OECD Red Flag and 
must use Track A.


Does the Producer fail to identify the EITI status of any of the source 
countries identified in Section 3 LOCATION OF MINERAL ORIGIN AND 
TRANSIT EVALUATION in 3.g.(i)?


Does the Producer fail to provide supplier’s EITI disclosure information 
described in 3.g.(ii) for suppliers located in EITI implementing countries?


for how long this information is stored 


Describe the data the management system has yielded this Reporting Period and how it has strengthened the 
company’s due diligence efforts


Is there any Input Material for the LME Brand where the origin is unable to 
be determined? 


Do any of the countries identified in Section 3 LOCATION OF MINERAL 
ORIGIN AND TRANSIT EVALUATION fall into the CAHRA areas identified in 
3.d?


SUPPLIERS RED FLAG EVALUATION- separate sheet


Irrespective of whether the mineral is sourced directly from the mine or through a trader, the origin and/or name 
and/or location of the material is stated in the contract as well as in the accompagnying shipping documents. The 
supplier can not change the location/origin of the mineral after a contract is signed. During the whole process we keep 
awareness of the orgin of the material. In case of a change in the situation (related with CAHRA) we are notified 
primarly from the supplier/souce and a managment decision is taken how to proceed further. As part of this process 
we use at least 3 credible sources to indetify wether the supplied material originates or transits trough "CAHRA".The 
trading company report to the legal advisor the countries of orign for further cross check. In case in 2 of 3 sources the 
country of origin or transit do not fall under the list of CAHRA, this country source is considered  out of reach of this 
subject. The verification is done at least twice per year- at the time of signing the purchase contract and at the end of 
the reporting period.  A register is available with the dates of verification. For the reporting period this is done on 
18.08.2023 and 24.01.2024. The results of the risk identifying process is reported to the Management. In case any risk 
is identifyied the principle of the Suply chain policy will be applied. The list of sources for identifying CAHRAs is as 
stated g.1-g.5: For our report we used for verification all below stated sources.


LOCATION OF MINERAL ORIGIN AND TRANSIT- separate sheet


https://www.crisisgroup.org/crisiswatch


Legal requirement in REDACTED is 5 years, but we keep /incl. on paper/ all important database  and documents more 
than 25 years. 


https://www.cahraslist.net/cahras


The origin of the material and location as mine name or/and quality is stated in the initial offer and then in the signed 
contract and accompanying shipping documents. Based on origin of the material,the agreed monthly volumes and 
delivery periods as well as the agreed delivery terms according to the applied Incoterms 2020 /stated in the contract/, 
we can easily monitor the movement and delivery process.  The control is permanent and continuous as we collect all 
initial and original documents in order to fully comply with the laws and regulations concerning the producer's 
activities. At least once per year we update our supplier's data base including but not limited to the follwing topics- 
update on company information; company managment systems and certifications; corporate and social responsability; 
AML-CFT policies and procedure; record keeping systems; sustainability reports.
Confirm that a company-level or industry-wide grievance mechanism has been established and provide evidence


There is a company grievance channel, according to the REDACTED law on the Protection of Persons Submitting 
Reports or Publicly Disclosing Information on Violations, available at our web site REDACTED. Any kind of concerns can 
be raised, not limited to the stated in the law. An information list to the community members with instructions how to 
submit complains is available.


Describe the Producer’s method for identifying Conflict-Affected and High-Risk Areas (“CAHRA”).


Commission Delegated Regulation (EU) 2016/1675 of 14 July 2016 supplementing Directive (EU) 2015/849 of the 
European Parliament and of the Council by identifying high-risk third countries with strategic deficiencies   
https://finance.ec.europa.eu/financial-crime/anti-money-laundering-and-countering-financing-terrorism-international-
level_en#strategic-deficiencies 
https://www.fatf-gafi.org/en/publications/High-risk-and-other-monitored-jurisdictions/Increased-monitoring-february-
2024.html


https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/policies/eu-list-of-non-cooperative-jurisdictions/


On the offical page of REDACTED 







Red Flag 1 Red Flag 2 Red Flag 3
Question from 
RFA


3.a. On the basis of the Producer’s 
Company Management Systems for 
tracing the transit of materials from 
its operations and those of its 
suppliers, list all countries from 
which the minerals used for this 
Brand originated and transited 
through during the Reporting Period.


3.b. Identify whether each of the 
countries listed in (a.) is a source for 
the Brand material or a country 
through which the material only 
transits.


3.c. Specify the type of material 
being sourced or transited. This is 
optional to disclose and only 
requested to assist in answering the 
remaining questions.


3.d. Classify each 
country’s Conflict-Affected 
or High-Risk Area 
("CAHRA") status.


3.e. For each of the source countries 
identified, assess if the volume of 
mineral the Producer sourced during 
the Reporting Period is in keeping 
with the source country's known 
reserves and expected production 
levels. Provide the result of your 
assessment.


3.f. For each of the countries 
identified, assess if this country 
known to transit materials from 
CAHRAs.


Additional comments 


Clarification of 
required answers


Please enter the country name. Please enter "Source" or "transit 
only".


Optional: you may enter the type of 
material sourced if desired.


Please enter country 
CAHRA evaluation as "No 
CAHRAs", "Some CAHRAs", 
or "All CAHRA".


For "Some CAHRAs", 
provide specific region in 
comments column K.


For source countries only:  Please 
enter Yes or No for source countries 
and NA for transit only countries.


For all countries: Please enter Yes if 
known to transif materials from 
CAHRAs or No if not.


For source countries only: (i) 
State whether or not the 
country is an EITI-
implementing country. Please 
enter Yes or No for source 
countries and NA (Not 
Applicable) for transit only 
countries.


For source countries only: (ii) If the 
supplier is located in an EITI-
implementing country, identify if 
the supplier is in compliance with 
the EITI reporting requirements of 
that country. Provide links to the 
relevant company’s submission for 
the purpose of EITI reporting, 
where such a disclosure does not 
reveal commercially sensitive 
information.


For source countries only: (iii) If the 
country is not an EITI-implementing 
country, identify if the supplier 
takes other steps to provide 
transparency on payments to 
governments and other matters in 
line with the aims of EITI. Provide 
link(s) to disclosures where 
available.


Country A Source Copper concentrate No CAHRAs Yes No Yes Not in compliance NA
Country B Source Alumina Some CAHRAs No No Yes In compliance, report here: (link) NA Region ABC in Country B 


is considered a CAHRA 
and the materials we 
source do not come 
from this region.


Country C Transit only Zinc oxide All CAHRA NA Yes NA NA NA
Country D Source Bauxite No CAHRAs Yes No No NA Reporting on payments to 


governments on page XX (link)
Sweden Source zinc concentrate No CAHRAs yes no no No available data, but the origin is 


stated in the contract REDACTED


Turkey Transit only zinc concentrate No CAHRAs NA no NA NA NA


Turkey Source zinc concentrate No CAHRAs yes no no No availabale data, the supplier is a 
trader. Mine name is stated in the 
contract and on shipping documents


Supplier 2 Peru Source zinc concentrate No CAHRAs yes no yes REDACTED


Supplier 3  


Turkey Source zinc concentrate No CAHRAs yes no no Mineral Extraction Tax consession 
fees to government on standard 
legal ratio.


Supplier 4  
North Macedonia Source zinc concentrate No CAHRAs yes no no No data is available. The supplier is 


a trader that comply with 
Resposible sourcing REDACTED


Supplier 5  
Serbia Source zinc concentrate No CAHRAs yes no no mining concession royalties as per 


law


Supplier 6  


North MAcedonia Source zinc concentrate No CAHRAs yes no no The supplier pays concession fees to 
the government of REDACTED as 
per concession agreement and 
report to the Ministry of Economy 
and Municipalitites


Supplier 7  
redacted Source zinc concentrate No CAHRAs yes no no concession fee, available in the 


audited financial according to 
REDACTED law


Supplier 8  
redacted Source zinc concentrate No CAHRAs yes no no concession fee, available in the 


audited financial according to 
REDACTED law


Supplier 9  
redacted Source zinc concentrate No CAHRAs yes no no concession fee, available in the 


audited financial according to 
REDACTED law


Country identification EITI Implementation
3.g. For each of the source countries in (b.), assess the status of the supplier’s Extractive Industry 


Transparency Initiative (“EITI”) implementation following these steps


Example 
answers


Supplier 1  







Question from RFA 4.a. Indicate where the Relevant 
Companies have operated in or 
sourced minerals during the 
Reporting Period. 


4.b. Classify the locations provided in (a.) into 
either locations where no minerals are 
produced (such as headquarters, offices, or 
holding companies) or locations where 
minerals are produced. 


4.c. Classify each country’s Conflict-Affected or 
High-Risk Area ("CAHRA")  status.


4.d. If any CAHRAs are identified, provide confirmation 
that the Producer has secured evidence that the origin or 
transit of the material entering their feedstock was not 
sourced from the CAHRA that raised the OECD supplier 
red flag and that the Relevant Company has strong 
company-wide due diligence management systems.


Clarification of required answers Please enter the country name. Please enter "No Mineral Production" or 
"Mineral Production"


Please enter country CAHRA evaluation as "No 
CAHRAs", "Some CAHRAs", or "All CAHRA".


Country X No Mineral Production No CAHRAs
Country Y No Mineral Production Some CAHRAs [Confirmation needed]
Country Z Mineral Production All CAHRA [Confirmation needed]


Supplier 1  Switzerland No Mineral Production No CAHRAs
Supplier 2  Switzerland No Mineral Production No CAHRAs
Supplier 3  Turkey Mineral Production No CAHRAs
Supplier 4  Luxembourg No Mineral Production No CAHRAs
Supplier 5  UK No Mineral Production No CAHRAs
Supplier 6  North Macedonia Mineral Production No CAHRAs
Supplier 7  redacted Mineral Production No CAHRAs
Supplier 8  redacted Mineral Production No CAHRAs
Supplier 9  redacted Mineral Production No CAHRAs


Example answers
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LME RED FLAG ASSESSMENT TEMPLATE 


Introduction 


• This document constitutes the LME RFA Template (the “template”) for the purposes of the LME Policy on Responsible Sourcing of LME-Listed Brands
(the “Policy”).  This template and embedded workbook is only required for Brands following the Audited LME RFA Track (Track B) and the Published
LME RFA Track (Track C). Capitalised terms not defined herein have the meaning ascribed to them in the Policy.


• This template is based on the “Supplement on Tin, Tantalum and Tungsten” of the OECD Due Diligence Guidance for Responsible Supply Chains of
Minerals from Conflict-Affected and High-Risk Areas, Third Edition.  References to “OECD Guidance” in the context of this template should be
interpreted accordingly.


• The purpose of the OECD Guidance is to help companies respect human rights and avoid contributing to conflict through their sourcing decisions,
including the choice of their suppliers1.


• Producers should consult the Policy for information on Reporting Periods, and submission deadlines;  other contextual information may be found in the
guidance notes published by the LME.


• Please submit all relevant documents in English, this includes the template, RFA workbook, and any supplemental documents the LME should consider
as part of the submission.


• The RFA workbook is available here:


Microsoft Excel 
Worksheet


1 OECD Guidance, page 12 
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Section 1. BRAND INFORMATION 


LME Brand Producer name2 


LME Brand name(s)2,3 


Reporting Period start date (DD/MM/YYYY) 


Reporting Period end date (DD/MM/YYYY) 


Date of submission (DD/MM/YYYY) 


Address of Brand producing site 


Website of Brand Producer 


Name of person submitting RFA 


Job title of person submitting RFA 


Phone number 


Email address 


2 This may be found on the list of LME Approved Brands: https://www.lme.com/en/physical-services/brands/approved-brands  
3 In the majority of cases, each Brand will require a unique RFA. However, if multiple Brands are produced by the same Producer, and the responses to the 
RFA questions are identical for all said Brands, one RFA may be submitted for all Brands. 



https://www.lme.com/en/physical-services/brands/approved-brands
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Section 2. COMPANY MANAGEMENT SYSTEMS 


a. Describe the Producer’s supply chain due diligence policy. The policy should incorporate the standards against which due diligence is to be
conducted, consistent with the model policy contained in Annex II of the OECD Guidance.4


Please provide a link or a copy where available.


4 OECD Guidance, page 20 
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b. Describe how this policy been communicated to suppliers, employees, and the public.5


c. Explain the management structure responsible for the Producer’s due diligence, including who is directly responsible for implementing the supply
chain due diligence policy.6


5 OECD Guidance, page 17 
6 OECD Guidance, page 17 and page 52 







LME Red Flag Assessment Template 


6 


d. Describe the system of controls and transparency over the mineral supply chain put in place by the Producer. This includes:
a. the type of information7 the Producer collects from suppliers,
b. whether this information is required in commercial contracts with suppliers8


c. the format of the record-keeping of the Producer (such as paper-based, computerised, digital leger technology, or part of an
institutionalised mechanism)8, and


d. for how long this information is stored8.


7 OECD Guidance, page 38, which refers to the information expected on page 37 
8 OECD Guidance, page 38 
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e. Describe the data the management system has yielded this Reporting Period and how it has strengthened the company’s due diligence efforts.9


f. Confirm that a company-level or industry-wide grievance mechanism has been established and provide evidence.10


9 OECD Guidance, page 52 
10 OECD Guidance, page 17 with details on page 40 
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g. Describe the Producer’s method for identifying Conflict-Affected and High-Risk Areas (“CAHRA”).11


11 Though not directly referenced in the OECD Guidance, the LME requires this information to be disclosed as part of the transparency requirements for 
Track C. In line with the Policy, the LME expects that the definition of “conflict-affected and high-risk areas” will be as set out in the “Supplement on Gold” of 
the OECD Guidance page 66. 
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Section 3. LOCATION OF MINERAL ORIGIN AND TRANSIT RED FLAG EVALUATION 


Use the workbook to provide the following information: 


a. On the basis of the Producer’s Company Management Systems for tracing the transit of materials from its operations and those of its suppliers, 
list all countries from which the minerals used for this Brand originated and transited through during the Reporting Period.


b. Identify whether each of the countries listed in (a.) is a source for the Brand material or a country through which the material only transits.
c. Specify the type of material being sourced or transited. This is optional to disclose and only requested to assist in answering the remaining 


questions.
d. Classify each country’s CAHRA status:


(i) A country of which no area falls into the CAHRA definition;
(ii) A country of which all areas fall into the CAHRA definition; or
(iii) A country of which some, but not all areas fall into the CAHRA definition. In this case, indicate whether the material is sourced from or 


transits through the CAHRA in the comment column.
e. For each of the source countries identified, assess if the volume of mineral the Producer sourced during the Reporting Period is in keeping with 


the source country's known reserves and expected production levels. Provide the result of your assessment.
f. For each of the countries identified, assess if this country known to transit materials from CAHRAs.
g. For each of the source countries in (b.), assess the status of the supplier’s Extractive Industry Transparency Initiative (“EITI”) implementation 


following these steps12:
(i) State whether or not the country is an EITI-implementing country13;
(ii) If the supplier is located in an EITI-implementing country, identify if the supplier is in compliance with the EITI reporting requirements of 


that country14. Provide links to the relevant company’s submission for the purpose of EITI reporting, where such a disclosure does not 
reveal commercially sensitive information.


(iii) If the country is not an EITI-implementing country, identify if the supplier takes other steps to provide transparency on payments to 
governments and other matters in line with the aims of EITI. Provide link(s) to disclosures where available.


12 The LME believes that financial crime and corruption risk represent important concerns for industry stakeholders.  Accordingly, the LME is particularly keen 
to ensure that the principles of the EITI, as referenced on page 52 of the OECD Guidance, are embedded into global supply chains.  As such, this template 
references the specific wording of the OECD Guidance in respect of EITI, but further requires that Producers explain broader disclosure on a per-country basis. 
13 The status of country’s EITI implementation can be found here: https://eiti.org/countries  
14 Producers are encouraged to contact the EITI International Secretariat secretariat@eiti.org for support in finding and understanding supplier’s reports. 



https://eiti.org/countries

mailto:secretariat@eiti.org
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Section 4. SUPPLIER RED FLAG EVALUATION 


The Producer is expected to identify all intermediaries, consolidators, or other actors upstream in their supply chain through their management 
system15. This includes but is not limited to: traders who provide minerals to the Producer or the Producer’s suppliers; parent companies of the 
Producer or the Producer’s suppliers; and companies that have a controlling interest in the Producer or Producer’s suppliers (“Relevant Companies”). 
The Producer then must identify whether any of the Relevant Companies operate in or source from CAHRAs16. 


If a Relevant Company operates in or sources minerals from a CAHRA, a potential OECD Red Flag is raised. Producers should verify through public 
sources, KYC checks, and engagement with suppliers to secure evidence (including spot checks as appropriate), that the supplier has strong company-
wide due diligence management systems. If evidence is secured (and provided to the LME upon request) that minerals from a red flag location of 
mineral origin and transit have not entered the Brand’s feedstock and the Relevant company has strong company-wide due diligence management 
systems, Producers may continue to use this template and follow the public disclosure requirements of the relevant Track. If no evidence is available, 
the supplier red flag remains and the Producer will be referred to Track A for enhanced due diligence with the support of an assurance framework17. 


Use the workbook to provide the following information: 


a. Indicate where the "Relevant Companies" have operated in or sourced minerals during the Reporting Period.
b. Classify the locations provided in (a.) into either locations where no minerals are produced (such as headquarters, offices, or holding companies) 


or locations where minerals are produced.
c. Classify each country’s CAHRA status:


(i) A country of which no area falls into the CAHRA definition;
(ii) A country of which all areas fall into the CAHRA definition; or
(iii) A country of which some, but not all areas fall into the CAHRA definition.  In this case, indicate whether the operations are located within 


the CAHRA in the comment column.
d. If any CAHRAs are identified, provide confirmation that the Producer has secured evidence that the origin or transit of the material entering their 


feedstock was not sourced from the CAHRA that raised the OECD supplier red flag and that the Relevant Company has strong company-wide 
due diligence management systems.


15 OECD Guidance, page 34, which refers to the information expected to be collected by Producers on page 37 
16 The LME is aware that the OECD Guidance goes further on this point, including countries with limited reserves or production levels and countries where 
minerals from CAHRAs are known to transit; however, the LME considers these points to be adequately covered in Section 3. 
17The LME provides a guidance note on this topic: https://www.lme.com/en/About/Responsibility/Responsible-sourcing#Guidance-notes-and-webinars  



https://www.lme.com/en/About/Responsibility/Responsible-sourcing#Guidance-notes-and-webinars
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Section 5. RED FLAG ASSESSMENT 


a. Is there any Input Material for the LME Brand where the origin is unable to be determined? ☐ Yes         ☐ No


b. Do any of the countries identified in Section 3 LOCATION OF MINERAL ORIGIN AND TRANSIT EVALUATION fall
into the CAHRA areas identified in 3.d?


☐ Yes         ☐ No


c. Do any of the source countries identified in Section 3 LOCATION OF MINERAL ORIGIN AND TRANSIT EVALUATION
receive a quantity of material that is out of keeping with the source country's known reserves and expected production
levels as answered in 3.e?


☐ Yes         ☐ No


d. Do any of the countries identified in Section 3 LOCATION OF MINERAL ORIGIN AND TRANSIT EVALUATION fall
into the list of countries known to transit materials from CAHRAs identified in 3.f?


☐ Yes         ☐ No


e. Do any of the countries identified in Section 4. SUPPLIER RED FLAG EVALUATION fall into the CAHRA areas
identified in 4.c without confirmation provided in 4.d?


☐ Yes       ☐ No


f. Is the answer to any of Section 5.a – 5.e positive?


If yes, the LME Brand is considered to have raised an OECD Red Flag and must use Track A.


☐ Yes        ☐ No


g. Does the Producer fail to identify the EITI status of any of the source countries identified in Section 3 LOCATION OF
MINERAL ORIGIN AND TRANSIT EVALUATION in 3.g.(i)?


☐ Yes         ☐ No


h. Does the Producer fail to provide supplier’s EITI disclosure information described in 3.g.(ii) for suppliers located in EITI-
implementing countries?


☐ Yes         ☐ No
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i. Does the Producer believe that the Red Flag Assessment should result in a different outcome than indicated in 5.f?  If
so, then a full explanation must be given.


Explanation: 


☐ Yes        ☐ No
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Additional comments: 


 







Red Flag 1 Red Flag 2 Red Flag 3
Question from 
RFA


3.a. On the basis of the Producer’s 
Company Management Systems for 
tracing the transit of materials from its 
operations and those of its suppliers, 
list all countries from which the 
minerals used for this Brand originated 
and transited through during the 
Reporting Period.


3.b. Identify whether each of the 
countries listed in (a.) is a source for 
the Brand material or a country 
through which the material only 
transits.


3.c. Specify the type of material 
being sourced or transited. This 
is optional to disclose and only 
requested to assist in 
answering the remaining 
questions.


3.d. Classify each country’s Conflict‐Affected or 
High‐Risk Area ("CAHRA") status.


3.e. For each of the source countries identified, 
assess if the volume of mineral the Producer 
sourced during the Reporting Period is in 
keeping with the source country's known 
reserves and expected production levels. 
Provide the result of your assessment.


3.f. For each of the countries identified, assess 
if this country known to transit materials from 
CAHRAs.


Additional comments 


Clarification of 
required 
answers


Please enter the country name. Please enter "Source" or "transit 
only".


Optional: you may enter the 
type of material sourced if 
desired.


Please enter country CAHRA evaluation as "No 
CAHRAs", "Some CAHRAs", or "All CAHRA".


For "Some CAHRAs", provide specific region in 
comments column K.


For source countries only:  Please enter Yes or 
No for source countries and NA for transit only 
countries.


For all countries: Please enter Yes if known to 
transit materials from CAHRAs or No if not.


For source countries only: (i) State whether or 
not the country is an EITI‐implementing country. 
Please enter Yes or No for source countries and 
NA (Not Applicable) for transit only countries.


For source countries only: (ii) If the supplier is 
located in an EITI‐implementing country, 
identify if the supplier is in compliance with the 
EITI reporting requirements of that country. 
Provide links to the relevant company’s 
submission for the purpose of EITI reporting, 
where such a disclosure does not reveal 
commercially sensitive information.


For source countries only: (iii) If the country is not an EITI‐
implementing country, identify if the supplier takes other 
steps to provide transparency on payments to 
governments and other matters in line with the aims of 
EITI. Provide link(s) to disclosures where available.


Australia Source Zn and lead concentrate  No CAHRAs Yes No No NA Yes The companies follow an anti‐corruption and transparency policy 
Montenegro Source Zn and lead concentrate  No CAHRAs Yes No No NA Yes The companies follow an anti‐corruption and transparency policy 
Serbia Transit only Zn and lead concentrate  No CAHRAs NA No NA NA NA
Hungary Transit only Zn and lead concentrate  No CAHRAs NA No NA NA NA
Czechia Transit only Zn and lead concentrate  No CAHRAs NA No NA NA NA
Poland Source and Transit Zn and lead concentrate  No CAHRAs Yes No No NA Yes The companies follow an anti‐corruption and transparency policy 


EITI Implementation
3.g. For each of the source countries in (b.), assess the status of the supplier’s Extractive Industry Transparency Initiative (“EITI”) implementation following 


these steps


Country identification







Question from RFA 4.a. Indicate where the Relevant 
Companies have operated in or 
sourced minerals during the 
Reporting Period. 


4.b. Classify the locations provided in (a.) into 
either locations where no minerals are 
produced (such as headquarters, offices, or 
holding companies) or locations where 
minerals are produced. 


4.c. Classify each country’s Conflict‐Affected or 
High‐Risk Area ("CAHRA")  status.


4.d. If any CAHRAs are identified, provide confirmation 
that the Producer has secured evidence that the origin or 
transit of the material entering their feedstock was not 
sourced from the CAHRA that raised the OECD supplier 
red flag and that the Relevant Company has strong 
company‐wide due diligence management systems.


Clarification of required answers Please enter the country name. Please enter "No Mineral Production" or 
"Mineral Production"


Please enter country CAHRA evaluation as "No 
CAHRAs", "Some CAHRAs", or "All CAHRA".


Montenegro Mineral Production No CAHRAs
Australia Mineral Production No CAHRAs
Poland Mineral Production No CAHRAs
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		Text1: 

		Text2: 

		Text3: 

		Text4: 

		Date1_af_date: 01-07-2022

		Date2_af_date: 30-06-2023

		Date3_af_date: 15-05-2024

		Text5: 

		Text6: 

		Text7: 

		Text8: 

		Text9: Producer has been pursuing a supply chain due diligence policy. We have a particular document on Due Diligence Policy (the Supply Chain Policy is available on our website), but also our activity is based and regulated by Code of Ethics. Code of Ethics regulates good business practices, transparency policy and responsible sourcing. 
Everyone is responsible for compliance with the Code of Ethics in their own scope, and this is supervised by the Board of Directors through the Department Managers.
Following the Code of Ethics, we select clients who meet our requirements, conduct transparent commercial activities and have an impeccable reputation and are not involved in any conflicts.
 
Purchases are made exclusively from trusted and proven suppliers (Zinc and lead concentrates) . The portfolio of suppliers is mostly the same every year. With regard to the possible new suppliers, the process of choosing them is always individual. First the quality of the offered material is checked, and if ok, the supplier is checked through all possible sources, including reports from insurance companies. In case of any doubts, the supplier is not accepted. The final decision to possibly approve supplier takes place at the Board level.The supplier's data is never disclosed to third parties, unless required by law (national authorities, police, etc.).
 
We assess the reliability of the mine through the reliability of our suppliers. There are only two mines in our supplier portfolio. One of the mines belongs to the company that is also our owner. The second one is owned by an international, well known mining and trading company trusted by customers. Both mines are located in non-conflict areas and are managed in accordance to good business practices. Such knowledge is sufficient to rightfully select suppliers.
 
In our files, we keep the following documents, evidencing who the miner is, where the mine is located etc, enabling us to verify each delivery:
- MSDS
- Bills of Lading, CMRs
- Customs clearance documents
 
Recognizing the risk of significant negative impacts that may be associated with mineral extraction, trade, processing and export from conflict-affected and high-risk areas, and recognizing that it is Producer's corporate responsibility to respect human rights and not to contribute to conflicts, Producer adopts this Policy on responsible sourcing of minerals from conflict-affected and high-risk areas (hereinafter referred to as the Policy). This Policy is based on the current OECD Due Diligence Guidelines for Responsible Supply Chains of Minerals from Conflict-Affected and High-Risk Areas (hereinafter the OECD Guidelines). 
 
Producer undertakes to widely disseminate and include in contracts or agreements with suppliers this Policy as a common point of reference for conflict-sensitive mineral sourcing practices and suppliers' knowledge of risk - from the extraction site to the end user.
 
In addition, Producer undertakes to refrain from any activities that contribute to the financing of
conflicts, and we hereby undertake to comply with relevant UN sanction resolutions or, where
applicable, national laws implementing such resolutions.
 
 All details can be found on our website.

		Text10:           
Public:
 
- Our company's website has a section dedicated to Code of Ethics, Anti-Corruption Policy and also Supply Chain Policy.
Everyone has unlimited access to read or download.  
 
Link to our website: 
 
Suppliers:
 
-Supplier contracts
The policy have been incorporated directly into our company's standard supplier contracts. These contracts include explanations to resources that help suppliers undardstand their obligations under the policy.
 
Below Compliance Clause include in our contracts:
 
Compliance with laws and prohibition on improper inducements: 
1. Seller warrants, represents and undertakes to Buyer that, in connection with the subject matter of this Contract, it, its affiliates and its and their directors, officers, employees, agents, representatives and any other person acting on its or their behalf: (i) have complied with, and will comply with, all applicable laws, rules and regulations including, without limitation, sanctions, anti-bribery and corruption, anti-money laundering and tax laws; and (ii) have not authorized, offered, promised, paid or otherwise given, and will not authorize, offer, promise, pay or otherwise give, whether directly or indirectly, any financial or other advantage to or for the use or benefit of any public official or any private individual (i) for the purpose of inducing or rewarding that person's improper performance of their relevant function, or (ii) that would be a breach of any applicable law. Producer Contract No. () Seller shall comply with the Producer. Anti-Corruption Policy, Supply Chain Policy available at https:// suppliers, as amended from time to time (the “HProducer Supply Chain Policy, Producer Anti-Corruption Policy”), the terms of which are incorporated into this Contract. 
2 Raising Concerns : Seller may report any concerns relating to conduct of Buyer in connection with the subject matter of this Contract that breaches Supply Chain Policy or underlying policies to its contact at Buyer.
Sanctions: 
1 Seller represents and warrants to Buyer as at the date of this Contract and throughout its duration that: (i) neither it nor any of its subsidiaries (collectively, the “Company”) or directors, senior executives or officers, or to the knowledge of the Company, any person on whose behalf the Company is acting in connection with the subject matter of the Contract, is an individual or entity (“Person”) that is, or is 50% or more owned or controlled by, a Person (or Persons) that is the subject of any economic or financial sanctions or trade embargoes administered or enforced by the U.S. Department of the Treasury's Office of Foreign Assets Control (“OFAC”) the U.S. Departments of State or Commerce, the United Nations Security Council (“UNSC”), the European Union (“EU”), Switzerland or any other applicable sanctions authority (collectively, “Sanctions”) or based, organized or resident in a country or territory that is the subject of comprehensive (i.e., country-wide or territory-wide) Sanctions (including, as of the date of signature of this Contract, Crimea, Cuba, Donetsk, Iran, Luhansk, North Korea and Syria) (a "Sanctioned Country") (collectively, a "Sanctioned Person"); (ii) no Sanctioned Person has any beneficial or other property interest in the Contract nor will have any participation in or derive any other financial or economic benefit from the Contract; and Producer Contract no. () (iii) it will not use, or make available, the Material or funds (as applicable) provided by Buyer in terms of the Contract (i) to fund or facilitate any activities or business of, with or related to any Sanctioned Country or Sanctioned Person, or (ii) in any manner that would result in a violation of Sanctions , or (iii) for any activities or business that could result in the designation of Buyer as a Sanctioned Person (“Sanctionable Activity”); and (iv) the Material has not originated or come from or through any Sanctioned Country.
2 Seller will not be in breach of this Clause in respect of a Sanctioned Person where the relevant Sanctions are exclusively sectoral sanctions, meaning any Sanctions that do not freeze or block the assets and/or economic resources of a person or comprehensively freeze or block making available funds or economic resources to such person, but merely restrict the ability of certain individuals or entities to access financing or export or import equipment, goods, technology or services, including, for the, avoidance of doubt, the Sanctions imposed under the Sectoral Sanctions Identification List maintained by OFAC (“Sectoral Sanctions”) and where the relevant activity or business is permitted by those Sectoral Sanctions. 
3 If the Seller becomes a Sanctioned Person or if Buyer is of the reasonable opinion that the Seller has breached or will breach this Clause, Buyer may (without incurring any liability of any nature whatsoever) terminate or suspend all or any part of the Contract with immediate effect by notice to the Seller or take any other action it deems necessary in order for Buyer to comply with applicable Sanctions or avoid Sanctionable Activity. The Seller shall be liable for any and all costs, liabilities and expenses whatsoever incurred by Buyer due to Buyer exercising its rights under this Clause. Any exercise by Buyer of its right under this Clause shall be without prejudice to any other rights or remedies of Buyer under the Contract. 
4 In addition, Buyer shall not be obliged to perform any obligation required by this Contract if to do so would, or could, result in a violation of, or be inconsistent with, any Sanctions, or expose Buyer to other Sanctions risks, including, without limitation, the risk of being designated as a Sanctioned Person.
 
Employees
 
-General Awareness Sessions:
 Company conducted broader awarencess sessions to educate employees across various departments about Code of Ethics, Anti Corruption Policy and Supply Chain Policy. 
 
-Company Intranet
These policy and its implementation details have been communicated for employees throug the company intranet.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

		Text11:  
The structure responsible for producer's due diligence:
 
1. Managment/ Board of Directors 
Ultimately responsible for setting the company's ethical standards and ensuring compliance with due diligence policies.
They allocate resources, approve policies, and hold oversight for the entire process.
 
2.Procurement/Sourcing Department:
Procurement Manager: Directly responsible for integrating due diligence measures into the sourcing process. They conduct initial assessments of potential suppliers.
 
3.Legal Department:
Provides legal advice and ensures compliance with relevant regulations related to due diligence. Reviews contracts and supplier agreements.
 
 
 
 
 
 

		Text12: Purchases are made exclusively from trusted and proven suppliers. The portfolio of suppliers is mostly the same every year. With regard to the possible new suppliers, the process is always individual. First the quality of offered material is checked, and if ok, then the supplier is checked through all possible sources, including reports from insurance companies. In case of any doubts, the supplier is not accepted. The final decision to possibly approve supplier takes place at the Board level.The supplier's data is never disclosed to third parties, unless required by law (national authorities, police, etc.).
 
We assess the reliability of the mine through the reliability of our suppliers. There are only two mines in our suppliers portfolio. One of the mines belongs to the company that is also our owner. The second one is owned by an international, well know mining and trading company trusted by customers. Both mines are located in non-conflict areas and are managed in accordance to good business practices. Such knowledge is sufficient to rightfully select suppliers.
 
In our files, we keep the following documents, evidencing who the miner is, where the mine is located etc, enabling us to verify each delivery:
- MSDS (paper based and computerised) (10 years information stored)
- Bills of Lading, CMRs (paper based and computerised) (10 years information stored)
- Customs clearance documents (paper based and computerised) (10 years information stored)
 
Our system is prepared – to request & store information related to taxes paid by our supplieries, beneficial ownership information, or mine of origin information

		Text13: Producer has a full evidence of delivered material and we are able to check if deliveries are compliant with contract requirements, regarding both quality and quantity.
 
The data management system helps to collect data and transfer it to the relevant institutions and control authorities.
 
Data regarding responsible sourcing is stored in our system.  Producer cooperates with long-term and proven customers who, during cooperation, supply raw materials from reliable and proven sources.
 
Information and knowledge which we have about our proven suppliers is equivalent with system of controls and transparency over our mineral supply chain.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

		Text14: Based on the code of ethics, our supply chain policy and the ISO 9001 standard, each entity cooperating with Producer has the option of submitting a complaint. These cases are verified and resolved in accordance with applicable regulations.
 
If a stakeholder identifies that one of our suppliers is not meeting our Code of Ethics, they can fill in the form on our website:
 
https://
 
Since implementing our Code of Ethics and Anticorruptional Policy we have not noted any grievance.
 

		Text15:  
To verify that our zinc concentrates do not originate from Conflict-Affected and High-Risk Areas (CAHRAs), we follow a multi-source approach. We consult current OECD publications on CAHRAs and supplement this information with research from the internet, press releases, and discussions with business and non-business partners, including industry groups like ILZSG and IZA. This comprehensive approach ensures we can definitively determine the source of our materials.
 
 Databases and sources leveraged:
 
Armed Conflict Location & Event Data Project (ACLED). As of 12 October 2020: https://www.acleddata.com
 
Crisis Group. 2020. ‘Crisis Watch. Tracking conflict worldwide.’ Crisisgroup.org. As of 12 October 2020: https://www.crisisgroup.org/crisiswatch
 
Ciuta, Theodor and Constantin Ciupagea. 2019. ‘The Raw Materials Supply Chain Viewer.’ Publications Office of the European Union. As of 12 October 2020: https://ec.europa.eu/jrc/en/publication/raw-materials-supply-chain-viewer
 
International Peace Information Service (IPIS). IPIS website. Ipisresearch.be. As of 12 October 2020: https://ipisresearch.be/
 
Bureau of International Labor Affairs (ILAB). ILAB website and reports. As of 12 October 2020: https://www.dol.gov/agencies/ilab/our-work/child-forced-labor-trafficking
 
DELVE. 2020. DELVE website. Delvedatabase.org. As of 12 October 2020: https://delvedatabase.org/about
 
Geneva Academy Rule of Law in Armed Conflicts (RULAC). 2019. ‘RULAC: Rule of Law in Armed Conflicts.’ RULAC.org. As of 12 October 2020: http://www.rulac.org
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LME RED FLAG ASSESSMENT TEMPLATE 


Introduction 


• This document constitutes the LME RFA Template (the “template”) for the purposes of the LME Policy on Responsible Sourcing of LME-Listed Brands
(the “Policy”).  This template and embedded workbook is only required for Brands following the Audited LME RFA Track (Track B) and the Published
LME RFA Track (Track C). Capitalised terms not defined herein have the meaning ascribed to them in the Policy.


• This template is based on the “Supplement on Tin, Tantalum and Tungsten” of the OECD Due Diligence Guidance for Responsible Supply Chains of
Minerals from Conflict-Affected and High-Risk Areas, Third Edition.  References to “OECD Guidance” in the context of this template should be
interpreted accordingly.


• The purpose of the OECD Guidance is to help companies respect human rights and avoid contributing to conflict through their sourcing decisions,
including the choice of their suppliers1.


• Producers should consult the Policy for information on Reporting Periods, and submission deadlines;  other contextual information may be found in the
guidance notes published by the LME.


• Please submit all relevant documents in English, this includes the template, RFA workbook, and any supplemental documents the LME should consider
as part of the submission.


• The RFA workbook is available here:


Microsoft Excel 
Worksheet


1 OECD Guidance, page 12 
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Section 1. BRAND INFORMATION 


LME Brand Producer name2 


LME Brand name(s)2,3 


Reporting Period start date (DD/MM/YYYY) 


Reporting Period end date (DD/MM/YYYY) 


Date of submission (DD/MM/YYYY) 


Address of Brand producing site 


Website of Brand Producer 


Name of person submitting RFA 


Job title of person submitting RFA 


Phone number 


Email address 


2 This may be found on the list of LME Approved Brands: https://www.lme.com/en/physical-services/brands/approved-brands  
3 In the majority of cases, each Brand will require a unique RFA. However, if multiple Brands are produced by the same Producer, and the responses to the 
RFA questions are identical for all said Brands, one RFA may be submitted for all Brands. 



https://www.lme.com/en/physical-services/brands/approved-brands
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Section 2. COMPANY MANAGEMENT SYSTEMS 


a. Describe the Producer’s supply chain due diligence policy. The policy should incorporate the standards against which due diligence is to be
conducted, consistent with the model policy contained in Annex II of the OECD Guidance.4


Please provide a link or a copy where available.


4 OECD Guidance, page 20 
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b. Describe how this policy been communicated to suppliers, employees, and the public.5


c. Explain the management structure responsible for the Producer’s due diligence, including who is directly responsible for implementing the supply
chain due diligence policy.6


5 OECD Guidance, page 17 
6 OECD Guidance, page 17 and page 52 
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d. Describe the system of controls and transparency over the mineral supply chain put in place by the Producer. This includes:
a. the type of information7 the Producer collects from suppliers,
b. whether this information is required in commercial contracts with suppliers8


c. the format of the record-keeping of the Producer (such as paper-based, computerised, digital leger technology, or part of an
institutionalised mechanism)8, and


d. for how long this information is stored8.


7 OECD Guidance, page 38, which refers to the information expected on page 37 
8 OECD Guidance, page 38 







LME Red Flag Assessment Template 


7 


e. Describe the data the management system has yielded this Reporting Period and how it has strengthened the company’s due diligence efforts.9


f. Confirm that a company-level or industry-wide grievance mechanism has been established and provide evidence.10


9 OECD Guidance, page 52 
10 OECD Guidance, page 17 with details on page 40 
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g. Describe the Producer’s method for identifying Conflict-Affected and High-Risk Areas (“CAHRA”).11


11 Though not directly referenced in the OECD Guidance, the LME requires this information to be disclosed as part of the transparency requirements for 
Track C. In line with the Policy, the LME expects that the definition of “conflict-affected and high-risk areas” will be as set out in the “Supplement on Gold” of 
the OECD Guidance page 66. 
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Section 3. LOCATION OF MINERAL ORIGIN AND TRANSIT RED FLAG EVALUATION 


Use the workbook to provide the following information: 


a. On the basis of the Producer’s Company Management Systems for tracing the transit of materials from its operations and those of its suppliers, 
list all countries from which the minerals used for this Brand originated and transited through during the Reporting Period.


b. Identify whether each of the countries listed in (a.) is a source for the Brand material or a country through which the material only transits.
c. Specify the type of material being sourced or transited. This is optional to disclose and only requested to assist in answering the remaining 


questions.
d. Classify each country’s CAHRA status:


(i) A country of which no area falls into the CAHRA definition;
(ii) A country of which all areas fall into the CAHRA definition; or
(iii) A country of which some, but not all areas fall into the CAHRA definition. In this case, indicate whether the material is sourced from or 


transits through the CAHRA in the comment column.
e. For each of the source countries identified, assess if the volume of mineral the Producer sourced during the Reporting Period is in keeping with 


the source country's known reserves and expected production levels. Provide the result of your assessment.
f. For each of the countries identified, assess if this country known to transit materials from CAHRAs.
g. For each of the source countries in (b.), assess the status of the supplier’s Extractive Industry Transparency Initiative (“EITI”) implementation 


following these steps12:
(i) State whether or not the country is an EITI-implementing country13;
(ii) If the supplier is located in an EITI-implementing country, identify if the supplier is in compliance with the EITI reporting requirements of 


that country14. Provide links to the relevant company’s submission for the purpose of EITI reporting, where such a disclosure does not 
reveal commercially sensitive information.


(iii) If the country is not an EITI-implementing country, identify if the supplier takes other steps to provide transparency on payments to 
governments and other matters in line with the aims of EITI. Provide link(s) to disclosures where available.


12 The LME believes that financial crime and corruption risk represent important concerns for industry stakeholders.  Accordingly, the LME is particularly keen 
to ensure that the principles of the EITI, as referenced on page 52 of the OECD Guidance, are embedded into global supply chains.  As such, this template 
references the specific wording of the OECD Guidance in respect of EITI, but further requires that Producers explain broader disclosure on a per-country basis. 
13 The status of country’s EITI implementation can be found here: https://eiti.org/countries  
14 Producers are encouraged to contact the EITI International Secretariat secretariat@eiti.org for support in finding and understanding supplier’s reports. 



https://eiti.org/countries

mailto:secretariat@eiti.org
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Section 4. SUPPLIER RED FLAG EVALUATION 


The Producer is expected to identify all intermediaries, consolidators, or other actors upstream in their supply chain through their management 
system15. This includes but is not limited to: traders who provide minerals to the Producer or the Producer’s suppliers; parent companies of the 
Producer or the Producer’s suppliers; and companies that have a controlling interest in the Producer or Producer’s suppliers (“Relevant Companies”). 
The Producer then must identify whether any of the Relevant Companies operate in or source from CAHRAs16. 


If a Relevant Company operates in or sources minerals from a CAHRA, a potential OECD Red Flag is raised. Producers should verify through public 
sources, KYC checks, and engagement with suppliers to secure evidence (including spot checks as appropriate), that the supplier has strong company-
wide due diligence management systems. If evidence is secured (and provided to the LME upon request) that minerals from a red flag location of 
mineral origin and transit have not entered the Brand’s feedstock and the Relevant company has strong company-wide due diligence management 
systems, Producers may continue to use this template and follow the public disclosure requirements of the relevant Track. If no evidence is available, 
the supplier red flag remains and the Producer will be referred to Track A for enhanced due diligence with the support of an assurance framework17. 


Use the workbook to provide the following information: 


a. Indicate where the "Relevant Companies" have operated in or sourced minerals during the Reporting Period.
b. Classify the locations provided in (a.) into either locations where no minerals are produced (such as headquarters, offices, or holding companies) 


or locations where minerals are produced.
c. Classify each country’s CAHRA status:


(i) A country of which no area falls into the CAHRA definition;
(ii) A country of which all areas fall into the CAHRA definition; or
(iii) A country of which some, but not all areas fall into the CAHRA definition.  In this case, indicate whether the operations are located within 


the CAHRA in the comment column.
d. If any CAHRAs are identified, provide confirmation that the Producer has secured evidence that the origin or transit of the material entering their 


feedstock was not sourced from the CAHRA that raised the OECD supplier red flag and that the Relevant Company has strong company-wide 
due diligence management systems.


15 OECD Guidance, page 34, which refers to the information expected to be collected by Producers on page 37 
16 The LME is aware that the OECD Guidance goes further on this point, including countries with limited reserves or production levels and countries where 
minerals from CAHRAs are known to transit; however, the LME considers these points to be adequately covered in Section 3. 
17The LME provides a guidance note on this topic: https://www.lme.com/en/About/Responsibility/Responsible-sourcing#Guidance-notes-and-webinars  



https://www.lme.com/en/About/Responsibility/Responsible-sourcing#Guidance-notes-and-webinars
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Section 5. RED FLAG ASSESSMENT 


a. Is there any Input Material for the LME Brand where the origin is unable to be determined? ☐ Yes         ☐ No


b. Do any of the countries identified in Section 3 LOCATION OF MINERAL ORIGIN AND TRANSIT EVALUATION fall
into the CAHRA areas identified in 3.d?


☐ Yes         ☐ No


c. Do any of the source countries identified in Section 3 LOCATION OF MINERAL ORIGIN AND TRANSIT EVALUATION
receive a quantity of material that is out of keeping with the source country's known reserves and expected production
levels as answered in 3.e?


☐ Yes         ☐ No


d. Do any of the countries identified in Section 3 LOCATION OF MINERAL ORIGIN AND TRANSIT EVALUATION fall
into the list of countries known to transit materials from CAHRAs identified in 3.f?


☐ Yes         ☐ No


e. Do any of the countries identified in Section 4. SUPPLIER RED FLAG EVALUATION fall into the CAHRA areas
identified in 4.c without confirmation provided in 4.d?


☐ Yes       ☐ No


f. Is the answer to any of Section 5.a – 5.e positive?


If yes, the LME Brand is considered to have raised an OECD Red Flag and must use Track A.


☐ Yes        ☐ No


g. Does the Producer fail to identify the EITI status of any of the source countries identified in Section 3 LOCATION OF
MINERAL ORIGIN AND TRANSIT EVALUATION in 3.g.(i)?


☐ Yes         ☐ No


h. Does the Producer fail to provide supplier’s EITI disclosure information described in 3.g.(ii) for suppliers located in EITI-
implementing countries?


☐ Yes         ☐ No
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i. Does the Producer believe that the Red Flag Assessment should result in a different outcome than indicated in 5.f?  If
so, then a full explanation must be given.


Explanation: 


☐ Yes        ☐ No
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Additional comments: 


 











Appendix 1: Attachments
1. Responsible supply chain due diligence management systems 2023
2. Procedure on the corporate trust line 2023
3. Company databook of mineral resources





		Blank Page

		Blank Page





3 ORIGIN AND TRANSIT EVALUATION


						Country identification									Red Flag 1			Red Flag 2			Red Flag 3			EITI Implementation


			Question from RFA			3.a. On the basis of the Producer’s Company Management Systems for tracing the transit of materials from its operations and those of its suppliers, list all countries from which the minerals used for this Brand originated and transited through during the Reporting Period.			3.b. Identify whether each of the countries listed in (a.) is a source for the Brand material or a country through which the material only transits.			3.c. Specify the type of material being sourced or transited. This is optional to disclose and only requested to assist in answering the remaining questions.			3.d. Classify each country’s Conflict-Affected or High-Risk Area ("CAHRA") status.			3.e. For each of the source countries identified, assess if the volume of mineral the Producer sourced during the Reporting Period is in keeping with the source country's known reserves and expected production levels. Provide the result of your assessment.			3.f. For each of the countries identified, assess if this country known to transit materials from CAHRAs.			3.g. For each of the source countries in (b.), assess the status of the supplier’s Extractive Industry Transparency Initiative (“EITI”) implementation following these steps									Additional comments 


			Clarification of required answers			Please enter the country name.			Please enter "Source" or "transit only".			Optional: you may enter the type of material sourced if desired.			Please enter country CAHRA evaluation as "No CAHRAs", "Some CAHRAs", or "All CAHRA".

For "Some CAHRAs", provide specific region in comments column K.			For source countries only:  Please enter Yes or No for source countries and NA for transit only countries.			For all countries: Please enter Yes if known to transif materials from CAHRAs or No if not.			For source countries only: (i) State whether or not the country is an EITI-implementing country. Please enter Yes or No for source countries and NA (Not Applicable) for transit only countries.			For source countries only: (ii) If the supplier is located in an EITI-implementing country, identify if the supplier is in compliance with the EITI reporting requirements of that country. Provide links to the relevant company’s submission for the purpose of EITI reporting, where such a disclosure does not reveal commercially sensitive information.			For source countries only: (iii) If the country is not an EITI-implementing country, identify if the supplier takes other steps to provide transparency on payments to governments and other matters in line with the aims of EITI. Provide link(s) to disclosures where available.


			Answer			Country A			Source			Primary raw material			No CAHRAs			Yes			No			No			No			The Company strives to be EITI compliant, so the total amount of taxes and other payments to the government has been disclosed.


									Transit only








4 SUPPLIER RED FLAG EVALUATION





			Question from RFA			4.a. Indicate where the Relevant Companies have operated in or sourced minerals during the Reporting Period. 			4.b. Classify the locations provided in (a.) into either locations where no minerals are produced (such as headquarters, offices, or holding companies) or locations where minerals are produced. 			4.c. Classify each country’s Conflict-Affected or High-Risk Area ("CAHRA")  status.			4.d. If any CAHRAs are identified, provide confirmation that the Producer has secured evidence that the origin or transit of the material entering their feedstock was not sourced from the CAHRA that raised the OECD supplier red flag and that the Relevant Company has strong company-wide due diligence management systems.


			Clarification of required answers			Please enter the country name.			Please enter "No Mineral Production" or "Mineral Production"			Please enter country CAHRA evaluation as "No CAHRAs", "Some CAHRAs", or "All CAHRA".


			Answers			Country A			Mineral Production			No CAHRAs


						Country B			No Mineral Production			No CAHRAs








		Text3: 

		Text10: The Company communicates the Policy and the Code to all stakeholders at its official website.
 
The Addendum concluded between the Production division “B” (further  - the Division**)  and its sole supplier of mineral raw materials provides for the obligations of the parties to comply with the principles and responsibilities set out in the Policy and the Code, as well as informs the supplier about the Company's Grievance mechanism.
 
**The Division produces LME brand. The Division is a part of the Company. The Company's regulatory documents are in application at its divisions.
 

		Text1: Production division “B” of the Company 

		Text2: 

		Text4: 

		Date1_af_date: 01/01/2023

		Date2_af_date: 31/12/2023

		Date3_af_date: 14/06/2024

		Text5: 

		Text6: Lead manager, Sustainable Development Department 

		Text7: 

		Text8: 

		Text9: The Policy ensures the sustainable development criteria are met by the Company's* suppliers of raw materials, goods and services. The Policy sets out the principles of responsible supply chain management at the Company, which are applicable to the Company's Policy is available to all stakeholders at its corporate website.
The Policy reflects the Company's priorities with regard to responsible sourcing and its approach to the risk management throughout its supply chain. 
 
The Company has also a Supplier Code of Conduct, which is available to all stakeholders at its corporate website. 
The Code requires the counterparties to conduct their business in line with the principles of sustainable development. In case a supplier does not fully meet the Code requirements, the Company may initiate a process of identification and management of supply chain risks and may review its relations with the supplier upon taking the corrective actions.
The Code has been developed on the basis of relevant corporate, national and international laws and regulations.


In addition to the applicable national laws and corporate policies, the Company's Responsible Sourcing Policy and its Supplier Code of Conduct have incorporated the following international laws and regulations:
China Chamber of Commerce of Metals, Minerals and Chemicals Importers & Exporters (CCCMC) Chinese Due Diligence Guidelines for Responsible Mineral Supply Chain
ICMM Performance Expectation 4.2 
ILO Convention on Discrimination (Employment and Occupation)
ILO Convention on Equal Remuneration 
ILO Convention on Freedom of Association and Protection of the Right to Organise
ILO Convention on Indigenous and Tribal Peoples 
ILO Convention on Minimum Age 
ILO Convention on Minimum Wage Fixing
ILO Convention on Occupational Safety and Health
ILO Convention on Worst Forms of Child Labour
ILO Declaration on Fundamental Principles and Rights at Work 
ILO Standards on Working Time
IRMA Standard 2018, Chapter 3.4 
ISO 14001 Standard for Environmental Management Systems 
ISO 45001 Standard for Occupational Health and Safety
Joint Due Diligence Standard for Copper, Lead, Nickel and Zinc
London Metal Exchange Red Flag Assessment Template
OECD Convention on Combating Bribery of Foreign Public Officials in International Business Transactions
OECD Due Diligence Guidance for Responsible Supply Chains of Minerals from Conflict-Affected and High-Risk Areas
Pilot Cobalt Refiner Supply Chain Due Diligence Standard
Task Force on Climate-related Financial Disclosures
The ICC Antitrust Compliance Toolkit
The Ten Principles of the UN Global Compact
UK Modern Slavery Act
UN Basic Principles on the Use of Force and Firearms by Law Enforcement Officials
UN Code of Conduct for Law Enforcement Officials
UN Convention on the Rights of the Child
UN Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights
UN International Bill of Human Rights
UN Security Council Resolutions
Voluntary Principles on Security and Human Rights

*The Company hereinafter in the report means an organizational structure consisting of several production divisions. The Division produces LME brand. The Company's regulatory documents are in application at its divisions.

		Text11: A dedicated Office of the Division is responsible for supply chain due diligence process and the due diligence management system (DDMS). In addition to this Office, other Division units participate in the due diligence procedure.
 
Division standard “Due Diligence Management System, 2023” outlines responsibilities in the due diligence process.
The Standard defines a due diligence procedure based on the 5-Step Due Diligence Framework of the OECD Guidance, including responsibilities, tools, processes and actions. The 2023 revision of the Standard has been expanded to include sections describing the following:
- standardized mineral raw materials (i.e. minerals containing cobalt, nickel, and copper);
- international names of standard;
- methodology to assess the extent of compliance with the Code;
- timely identification of red flags;
- a requirement whereby employees shall re-read the by-laws of the DDMS documents and tools each time any amendments are made thereto;  
- updated CAHRA indices: Corruption Perception Index, Human Development Index, Global Peace Index, Index for Risk Management, and Worldwide Governance Indicators;
- a definition of a subcontractor;
- requirement whereby if a risk/risks are identified during the supplier monitoring process, unscheduled repeat enhanced due diligence shall be conducted in respect of such supplier;
- a requirement whereby the Office shall conduct the repeat due diligence on suppliers at least once a year;
- a requirement to specify the timeframe and place of keeping the report on compliance with the OECD due diligence guidance for responsible supply chains of minerals from conflict-affected and high-risk areas. 
 
Know Your Supplier (KYS) Questionnaire collects up-to-date information on a supplier, its owners and operations as part of the supply chain due diligence. The KYS format has remained unchanged since 2022.
 
Supply Chain Mapping Tool maps all supply chain steps and information on materials (origin, type, weight). 
 
Supply Chain Risk Assessment and Mitigation Decision-making Tool identifies, assesses, and facilitates decision-making on supply chain risks, in particular, the risks set out in Annex II of the OECD Guidance for due diligence and sourcing from conflict-affected and high-risk areas.
 
Finally, there is an annual public report on responsible sourcing of the Company which is published at its official site. The report describes the Company's approach to managing responsible supply chains of metal-containing mineral raw materials. The report also contains the findings of the Division's due diligence of suppliers of metal-containing minerals. The report has been prepared in accordance with the OECD Guidelines.

		Text12: Division's Due Diligence Procedure in 2023
Supply chain due diligence procedure is applicable to all current and potential suppliers of the Division. A potential supplier undergoes due diligence prior to entering into contractual relations.
In 2021-2023, the Division sourced metal-containing raw materials from one supplier. In 2024, the Division carried out due diligence of the supplier for 2023 as required by the new provision of the Division standard, stipulating to conduct due diligence of suppliers annually. Due diligence revealed no red flags, which is stated in the Division internal report and the annual public report of the Company on responsible sourcing.
 
Control system over the mineral supply chain
If any red flag is identified during the due diligence process, the Division Office carries out the enhanced due diligence of the supply chain (as required by the Division standard).  
Such enhanced due diligence includes a monitoring procedure with raw materials flow audits. The raw materials flows are managed via the electronic system. The quantitative and qualitative data obtained as part of the supplier due diligence is reconciled based on the data from the electronic system used both by the Division and its sole supplier of metal-containing raw materials. This data ensures that no other metal-containing raw materials from outside sources enter the brand production chain during transportation and processing. Measures and data to control raw materials mined and processed by the Division were described in the 2021 RFA reports and remained valid in 2023.
Producer's database and record-keeping system
The Office keeps digital files of DDMS tools, documents received from suppliers during due diligence and enhanced due diligence, suppliers' risk management plans for 5 years. The Company keeps digital files of supporting documents in its Document Storage System.
Hard copies of the documents are stored in the archives at the Division.

		Text13: In 2021-2023, the Division sourced metal-containing raw materials from one supplier. In 2024, the Division carried out due diligence of the supplier for 2023 as required by the new provision of the Division standard, stipulating to conduct due diligence of suppliers annually. Due diligence revealed no red flags, which is stated in the Division internal report and the annual public report of the Company on responsible sourcing.
 
Nevertheless, the Division updated its standard "Due Diligence Management System" (as described in the Section 2, C above) and CAHRA Assessment Tool (as described in the Section 2, G below).
 

		Text14: The corporate Grievance mechanism was launched to ensure prompt response to reported violations, abuses and embezzlement. Its remit extends across all business units of the Company as well as contractors and subcontractors operating and providing services at the Company facilities. 
The corporate Grievance mechanism is governed by the relevant Grievance mechanism Procedure of the Company.
The Audit Committee of the Board of Directors monitors and assesses the mechanism performance. Employees responsible for the mechanism performance have their individual KPIs linked with an improvement of the Grievance mechanism operational efficiency.
The mechanism allows any employee of the Company or any external stakeholder to inform the Company's management about violations, non-compliances, corruption, commercial bribery, fraud or other unacceptable situations inside the Company or by the Company's counterparties (listed in the Grievance mechanism Procedure of the Company).
All messages received are treated with the highest degree of confidentiality and are subject to timely and unbiased investigation irrespective of the employee position against whom the allegations are made. A message can be sent anonymously, however, provision of the contact details enables the whistleblower to receive the information about the case investigation results. The whistleblower may express a wish to get such results when submitting his/her message. Moreover, the personal data are required to process reported violations related to payroll payments and withholdings.

		Text15: The Division has its own conflict-affected and high-risk areas (CAHRAs) assessment tool. The Tool identifies CAHRAs in the supply chain. The final list of indices selected for the Tool meets all RMI criteria and falls into the OECD Guidelines definition of CAHRA which is also reflected in the Methodology description. The indices are the indirect variables of CAHRA characteristics, specifically, corruption and money laundering, political instability or repression, institutional weakness, insecurity, collapse of civil infrastructure and widespread violence, human rights abuses and violations of national or international law.
The selected indices are published by reputable international NGOs and research institutes recommended by RMI.
Three key risk areas defined in Annex II of the OECD Guidance, i.e., conflicts, human rights and governance, are also covered by the indices. They are regularly updated and provide the comprehensive information on country level having left only few countries uncovered due to data unavailability.
 
The Tool was developed by the Company in cooperation with external consultants.
 
In 2023, the threshold values for the Tool were updated to reflect the values the countries had achieved:
 
GPI threshold was set at 3.5; WGI1 threshold was set at -1.7; WGI6 threshold was set at -1.7. 
 
Furthermore, Somalia was removed from the list of countries as there is no HDI index for this country and the Company has no business relations with companies operating there.
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LME RED FLAG ASSESSMENT TEMPLATE 


Introduction 


• This document constitutes the LME RFA Template (the “template”) for the purposes of the LME Policy on Responsible Sourcing of LME-Listed Brands
(the “Policy”).  This template and embedded workbook is only required for Brands following the Audited LME RFA Track (Track B) and the Published
LME RFA Track (Track C). Capitalised terms not defined herein have the meaning ascribed to them in the Policy.


• This template is based on the “Supplement on Tin, Tantalum and Tungsten” of the OECD Due Diligence Guidance for Responsible Supply Chains of
Minerals from Conflict-Affected and High-Risk Areas, Third Edition.  References to “OECD Guidance” in the context of this template should be
interpreted accordingly.


• The purpose of the OECD Guidance is to help companies respect human rights and avoid contributing to conflict through their sourcing decisions,
including the choice of their suppliers1.


• Producers should consult the Policy for information on Reporting Periods, and submission deadlines;  other contextual information may be found in the
guidance notes published by the LME.


• Please submit all relevant documents in English, this includes the template, RFA workbook, and any supplemental documents the LME should consider
as part of the submission.


• The RFA workbook is available here:


Microsoft Excel 
Worksheet


1 OECD Guidance, page 12 
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Section 1. BRAND INFORMATION 


LME Brand Producer name2 


LME Brand name(s)2,3 


Reporting Period start date (DD/MM/YYYY) 


Reporting Period end date (DD/MM/YYYY) 


Date of submission (DD/MM/YYYY) 


Address of Brand producing site 


Website of Brand Producer 


Name of person submitting RFA 


Job title of person submitting RFA 


Phone number 


Email address 


2 This may be found on the list of LME Approved Brands: https://www.lme.com/en/physical-services/brands/approved-brands  
3 In the majority of cases, each Brand will require a unique RFA. However, if multiple Brands are produced by the same Producer, and the responses to the 
RFA questions are identical for all said Brands, one RFA may be submitted for all Brands. 



https://www.lme.com/en/physical-services/brands/approved-brands
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Section 2. COMPANY MANAGEMENT SYSTEMS 


a. Describe the Producer’s supply chain due diligence policy. The policy should incorporate the standards against which due diligence is to be
conducted, consistent with the model policy contained in Annex II of the OECD Guidance.4


Please provide a link or a copy where available.


4 OECD Guidance, page 20 
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b. Describe how this policy been communicated to suppliers, employees, and the public.5


c. Explain the management structure responsible for the Producer’s due diligence, including who is directly responsible for implementing the supply
chain due diligence policy.6


5 OECD Guidance, page 17 
6 OECD Guidance, page 17 and page 52 
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d. Describe the system of controls and transparency over the mineral supply chain put in place by the Producer. This includes:
a. the type of information7 the Producer collects from suppliers,
b. whether this information is required in commercial contracts with suppliers8


c. the format of the record-keeping of the Producer (such as paper-based, computerised, digital leger technology, or part of an
institutionalised mechanism)8, and


d. for how long this information is stored8.


7 OECD Guidance, page 38, which refers to the information expected on page 37 
8 OECD Guidance, page 38 
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e. Describe the data the management system has yielded this Reporting Period and how it has strengthened the company’s due diligence efforts.9


f. Confirm that a company-level or industry-wide grievance mechanism has been established and provide evidence.10


9 OECD Guidance, page 52 
10 OECD Guidance, page 17 with details on page 40 
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g. Describe the Producer’s method for identifying Conflict-Affected and High-Risk Areas (“CAHRA”).11


11 Though not directly referenced in the OECD Guidance, the LME requires this information to be disclosed as part of the transparency requirements for 
Track C. In line with the Policy, the LME expects that the definition of “conflict-affected and high-risk areas” will be as set out in the “Supplement on Gold” of 
the OECD Guidance page 66. 
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Section 3. LOCATION OF MINERAL ORIGIN AND TRANSIT RED FLAG EVALUATION 


Use the workbook to provide the following information: 


a. On the basis of the Producer’s Company Management Systems for tracing the transit of materials from its operations and those of its suppliers, 
list all countries from which the minerals used for this Brand originated and transited through during the Reporting Period.


b. Identify whether each of the countries listed in (a.) is a source for the Brand material or a country through which the material only transits.
c. Specify the type of material being sourced or transited. This is optional to disclose and only requested to assist in answering the remaining 


questions.
d. Classify each country’s CAHRA status:


(i) A country of which no area falls into the CAHRA definition;
(ii) A country of which all areas fall into the CAHRA definition; or
(iii) A country of which some, but not all areas fall into the CAHRA definition. In this case, indicate whether the material is sourced from or 


transits through the CAHRA in the comment column.
e. For each of the source countries identified, assess if the volume of mineral the Producer sourced during the Reporting Period is in keeping with 


the source country's known reserves and expected production levels. Provide the result of your assessment.
f. For each of the countries identified, assess if this country known to transit materials from CAHRAs.
g. For each of the source countries in (b.), assess the status of the supplier’s Extractive Industry Transparency Initiative (“EITI”) implementation 


following these steps12:
(i) State whether or not the country is an EITI-implementing country13;
(ii) If the supplier is located in an EITI-implementing country, identify if the supplier is in compliance with the EITI reporting requirements of 


that country14. Provide links to the relevant company’s submission for the purpose of EITI reporting, where such a disclosure does not 
reveal commercially sensitive information.


(iii) If the country is not an EITI-implementing country, identify if the supplier takes other steps to provide transparency on payments to 
governments and other matters in line with the aims of EITI. Provide link(s) to disclosures where available.


12 The LME believes that financial crime and corruption risk represent important concerns for industry stakeholders.  Accordingly, the LME is particularly keen 
to ensure that the principles of the EITI, as referenced on page 52 of the OECD Guidance, are embedded into global supply chains.  As such, this template 
references the specific wording of the OECD Guidance in respect of EITI, but further requires that Producers explain broader disclosure on a per-country basis. 
13 The status of country’s EITI implementation can be found here: https://eiti.org/countries  
14 Producers are encouraged to contact the EITI International Secretariat secretariat@eiti.org for support in finding and understanding supplier’s reports. 



https://eiti.org/countries

mailto:secretariat@eiti.org
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Section 4. SUPPLIER RED FLAG EVALUATION 


The Producer is expected to identify all intermediaries, consolidators, or other actors upstream in their supply chain through their management 
system15. This includes but is not limited to: traders who provide minerals to the Producer or the Producer’s suppliers; parent companies of the 
Producer or the Producer’s suppliers; and companies that have a controlling interest in the Producer or Producer’s suppliers (“Relevant Companies”). 
The Producer then must identify whether any of the Relevant Companies operate in or source from CAHRAs16. 


If a Relevant Company operates in or sources minerals from a CAHRA, a potential OECD Red Flag is raised. Producers should verify through public 
sources, KYC checks, and engagement with suppliers to secure evidence (including spot checks as appropriate), that the supplier has strong company-
wide due diligence management systems. If evidence is secured (and provided to the LME upon request) that minerals from a red flag location of 
mineral origin and transit have not entered the Brand’s feedstock and the Relevant company has strong company-wide due diligence management 
systems, Producers may continue to use this template and follow the public disclosure requirements of the relevant Track. If no evidence is available, 
the supplier red flag remains and the Producer will be referred to Track A for enhanced due diligence with the support of an assurance framework17. 


Use the workbook to provide the following information: 


a. Indicate where the "Relevant Companies" have operated in or sourced minerals during the Reporting Period.
b. Classify the locations provided in (a.) into either locations where no minerals are produced (such as headquarters, offices, or holding companies) 


or locations where minerals are produced.
c. Classify each country’s CAHRA status:


(i) A country of which no area falls into the CAHRA definition;
(ii) A country of which all areas fall into the CAHRA definition; or
(iii) A country of which some, but not all areas fall into the CAHRA definition.  In this case, indicate whether the operations are located within 


the CAHRA in the comment column.
d. If any CAHRAs are identified, provide confirmation that the Producer has secured evidence that the origin or transit of the material entering their 


feedstock was not sourced from the CAHRA that raised the OECD supplier red flag and that the Relevant Company has strong company-wide 
due diligence management systems.


15 OECD Guidance, page 34, which refers to the information expected to be collected by Producers on page 37 
16 The LME is aware that the OECD Guidance goes further on this point, including countries with limited reserves or production levels and countries where 
minerals from CAHRAs are known to transit; however, the LME considers these points to be adequately covered in Section 3. 
17The LME provides a guidance note on this topic: https://www.lme.com/en/About/Responsibility/Responsible-sourcing#Guidance-notes-and-webinars  



https://www.lme.com/en/About/Responsibility/Responsible-sourcing#Guidance-notes-and-webinars
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Section 5. RED FLAG ASSESSMENT 


a. Is there any Input Material for the LME Brand where the origin is unable to be determined? ☐ Yes         ☐ No


b. Do any of the countries identified in Section 3 LOCATION OF MINERAL ORIGIN AND TRANSIT EVALUATION fall
into the CAHRA areas identified in 3.d?


☐ Yes         ☐ No


c. Do any of the source countries identified in Section 3 LOCATION OF MINERAL ORIGIN AND TRANSIT EVALUATION
receive a quantity of material that is out of keeping with the source country's known reserves and expected production
levels as answered in 3.e?


☐ Yes         ☐ No


d. Do any of the countries identified in Section 3 LOCATION OF MINERAL ORIGIN AND TRANSIT EVALUATION fall
into the list of countries known to transit materials from CAHRAs identified in 3.f?


☐ Yes         ☐ No


e. Do any of the countries identified in Section 4. SUPPLIER RED FLAG EVALUATION fall into the CAHRA areas
identified in 4.c without confirmation provided in 4.d?


☐ Yes       ☐ No


f. Is the answer to any of Section 5.a – 5.e positive?


If yes, the LME Brand is considered to have raised an OECD Red Flag and must use Track A.


☐ Yes        ☐ No


g. Does the Producer fail to identify the EITI status of any of the source countries identified in Section 3 LOCATION OF
MINERAL ORIGIN AND TRANSIT EVALUATION in 3.g.(i)?


☐ Yes         ☐ No


h. Does the Producer fail to provide supplier’s EITI disclosure information described in 3.g.(ii) for suppliers located in EITI-
implementing countries?


☐ Yes         ☐ No
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i. Does the Producer believe that the Red Flag Assessment should result in a different outcome than indicated in 5.f?  If
so, then a full explanation must be given.


Explanation: 


☐ Yes        ☐ No
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Additional comments: 











Appendix 1: Attachments
1. Responsible supply chain due diligence management systems 2023
2. Procedure on the corporate trust line 2023
3. Company databook of mineral resources





		Blank Page

		Blank Page





3 ORIGIN AND TRANSIT EVALUATION


						Country identification									Red Flag 1			Red Flag 2			Red Flag 3			EITI Implementation


			Question from RFA			3.a. On the basis of the Producer’s Company Management Systems for tracing the transit of materials from its operations and those of its suppliers, list all countries from which the minerals used for this Brand originated and transited through during the Reporting Period.			3.b. Identify whether each of the countries listed in (a.) is a source for the Brand material or a country through which the material only transits.			3.c. Specify the type of material being sourced or transited. This is optional to disclose and only requested to assist in answering the remaining questions.			3.d. Classify each country’s Conflict-Affected or High-Risk Area ("CAHRA") status.			3.e. For each of the source countries identified, assess if the volume of mineral the Producer sourced during the Reporting Period is in keeping with the source country's known reserves and expected production levels. Provide the result of your assessment.			3.f. For each of the countries identified, assess if this country known to transit materials from CAHRAs.			3.g. For each of the source countries in (b.), assess the status of the supplier’s Extractive Industry Transparency Initiative (“EITI”) implementation following these steps									Additional comments 


			Clarification of required answers			Please enter the country name.			Please enter "Source" or "transit only".			Optional: you may enter the type of material sourced if desired.			Please enter country CAHRA evaluation as "No CAHRAs", "Some CAHRAs", or "All CAHRA".

For "Some CAHRAs", provide specific region in comments column K.			For source countries only:  Please enter Yes or No for source countries and NA for transit only countries.			For all countries: Please enter Yes if known to transif materials from CAHRAs or No if not.			For source countries only: (i) State whether or not the country is an EITI-implementing country. Please enter Yes or No for source countries and NA (Not Applicable) for transit only countries.			For source countries only: (ii) If the supplier is located in an EITI-implementing country, identify if the supplier is in compliance with the EITI reporting requirements of that country. Provide links to the relevant company’s submission for the purpose of EITI reporting, where such a disclosure does not reveal commercially sensitive information.			For source countries only: (iii) If the country is not an EITI-implementing country, identify if the supplier takes other steps to provide transparency on payments to governments and other matters in line with the aims of EITI. Provide link(s) to disclosures where available.


			Answers			Country A			Source			primary raw material
recycled			No CAHRAs			Yes			No			No			No			The Conpany strives to be EITI compliant, so the total amount of taxes and other payments to the government has been disclosed.


									Transit only


						Country B			Transit only						No CAHRAs			NA			No			NA			NA			NA


						Country C			Transit only						No CAHRAs			NA			No			NA			NA			NA


						Country D			Transit only						No CAHRAs			NA			No			NA			NA			NA


						Country E			Transit only						No CAHRAs			NA			No			NA			NA			NA








4 SUPPLIER RED FLAG EVALUATION





			Question from RFA			4.a. Indicate where the Relevant Companies have operated in or sourced minerals during the Reporting Period. 			4.b. Classify the locations provided in (a.) into either locations where no minerals are produced (such as headquarters, offices, or holding companies) or locations where minerals are produced. 			4.c. Classify each country’s Conflict-Affected or High-Risk Area ("CAHRA")  status.			4.d. If any CAHRAs are identified, provide confirmation that the Producer has secured evidence that the origin or transit of the material entering their feedstock was not sourced from the CAHRA that raised the OECD supplier red flag and that the Relevant Company has strong company-wide due diligence management systems.


			Clarification of required answers			Please enter the country name.			Please enter "No Mineral Production" or "Mineral Production"			Please enter country CAHRA evaluation as "No CAHRAs", "Some CAHRAs", or "All CAHRA".


			Answers			Country A			Mineral Production			No CAHRAs


						Country D			No Mineral Production			No CAHRAs


						Country F			No Mineral Production			No CAHRAs








		Text3: 

		Text10: The Company communicates the Policy and the Code to all stakeholders at its official website.
 

		Text1: Production division “A” of the Company

		Text2: 

		Text4: 

		Date1_af_date: 01/01/2023

		Date2_af_date: 31/12/2023

		Date3_af_date: 14/06/2024

		Text5: 

		Text6: Lead manager, Sustainable Development Department 

		Text7: 

		Text8: 

		Text9: The Policy ensures the sustainable development criteria are met by the Company's* suppliers of raw materials, goods and services. The Policy sets out the principles of responsible supply chain management at the Company, which are applicable to the Company as well as to its counterparties. The Company's Policy is available to all stakeholders at its corporate website.  
The Policy reflects the Company's priorities with regard to responsible sourcing and its approach to the risk management throughout its supply chain. 
 
The Company has also a Supplier Code of Conduct, which is available to all stakeholders at its corporate website. 
The Code requires the counterparties to conduct their business in line with the principles of sustainable development. In case a supplier does not fully meet the Code requirements, the Company may initiate a process of identification and management of supply chain risks and may review its relations with the supplier upon taking the corrective actions.
The Code has been developed on the basis of relevant corporate, national and international laws and regulations.
 
In addition to the applicable national laws and corporate policies, the Company's Responsible Sourcing Policy and its Supplier Code of Conduct have incorporated the following international laws and regulations:
China Chamber of Commerce of Metals, Minerals and Chemicals Importers & Exporters (CCCMC) Chinese Due Diligence Guidelines for Responsible Mineral Supply Chain
ICMM Performance Expectation 4.2 
ILO Convention on Discrimination (Employment and Occupation)
ILO Convention on Equal Remuneration 
ILO Convention on Freedom of Association and Protection of the Right to Organise
ILO Convention on Indigenous and Tribal Peoples 
ILO Convention on Minimum Age 
ILO Convention on Minimum Wage Fixing
ILO Convention on Occupational Safety and Health
ILO Convention on Worst Forms of Child Labour
ILO Declaration on Fundamental Principles and Rights at Work 
ILO Standards on Working Time
IRMA Standard 2018, Chapter 3.4 
ISO 14001 Standard for Environmental Management Systems 
ISO 45001 Standard for Occupational Health and Safety
Joint Due Diligence Standard for Copper, Lead, Nickel and Zinc
London Metal Exchange Red Flag Assessment Template
OECD Convention on Combating Bribery of Foreign Public Officials in International Business Transactions
OECD Due Diligence Guidance for Responsible Supply Chains of Minerals from Conflict-Affected and High-Risk Areas
Pilot Cobalt Refiner Supply Chain Due Diligence Standard
Task Force on Climate-related Financial Disclosures
The ICC Antitrust Compliance Toolkit
The Ten Principles of the UN Global Compact
UK Modern Slavery Act
UN Basic Principles on the Use of Force and Firearms by Law Enforcement Officials
UN Code of Conduct for Law Enforcement Officials
UN Convention on the Rights of the Child
UN Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights
UN International Bill of Human Rights
UN Security Council Resolutions
Voluntary Principles on Security and Human Rights

*The Division produces LME brand. The Division is a part of the Company. The Company's regulatory documents are in application at its divisions.

		Text11: A dedicated Department of the Production division “A” (further  - the Division**) is responsible for supply chain due diligence process and the due diligence managements system (DDMS). In addition to this Department, other Division units participate in the due diligence procedure.
 
Division standard “Responsible Supply Chain Due Diligence Management System” outlines responsibilities in the due diligence process. The Standard defines a due diligence procedure based on the 5-Step Due Diligence Framework of the OECD Guidance, including responsibilities, tools, processes and actions.
 
The Standard had been revised to reflect the experience accumulated during supply chain due diligence, with the updated version approved in August 2023. The updated Standard takes into account not only the requirements of the OECD Guidelines, the Company's Sustainability Policies and Codes, but also the requirements and principles of other international standards and initiatives related to environmental, social and governance (ESG) issues, such as:
-  Cobalt Refinery Supply Chain Due Diligence Standard, Responsible Minerals Initiative;
- London Metal Exchange Red Flag Assessment Template;
- Joint Due Diligence Standard for Copper, Lead, Nickel and Zinc (JDDS) jointly developed by the International Copper Association, International Lead Association, International Zinc Association, Nickel Institute, and Responsible Minerals Initiative;
-  the China Chamber of Commerce of Metals, Minerals and Chemicals Importers & Exporters Due Diligence Guidelines for Responsible Mineral Supply Chain (CCCMC Guidelines).
 
The updated Standard  has been expanded to include sections describing the following: 
- activities to enhance the supplier capacity, in terms of interaction with suppliers to share information on current methods and procedures for conducting the responsible supply chain due diligence and to draw up a list of recommendations for developing measures aimed at improving the supplier's sustainability development processes;
- Improvement of staff competence and awareness of the responsible supply chain due diligence management system with a help of the training process;  
- provision of methodological training and information materials (posters, brochures, including those in electronic format) to the employees of the Company, involved in the responsible supply chain due diligence management system;
- training sessions conducted by the Department to convey the requirements of international standards on responsible supply chain, the OECD requirements, etc., in accordance with the developed presentation materials and guidelines;
- training seminars with the participation of third-party training organizations.
 
The Standard now also includes requirement that training should be provided if the Standard, underlying Policies or Codes, have been updated (amended or revised), as well as for new employees, involved into the suppliers' due diligence. 
Further, amendments have been introduced to the Standard which require the supply chain due diligence to be part of procurement procedures with suppliers.
The Standard has been also supplemented with the description of the grievance mechanism and assessment of the performance of the responsible supply chain due diligence management system.   
The appendices to the Standard now include a sample schedule for responsible supply chain due diligence. 
 
Know Your Supplier (KYS) Questionnaire collects up-to-date information on a supplier, its owners and operations as part of the supply chain due diligence. The 2023 version of the KYS Questionnaire is supplemented with information for suppliers about the objective and scope of the questionnaire.
 
Supply Chain Mapping Tool maps all supply chain steps and information on materials (origin, type, weight). 
 
Supply Chain Risk Assessment and Mitigation Decision-making Tool identifies, assesses, and facilitates decision-making on supply chain risks, in particular, the risks set out in Annex II of the OECD Guidance for due diligence and sourcing from conflict-affected and high-risk areas. 
 
Methodology for supplier assessment at the site of actual production, processing, transportation, handling and sale of minerals defines the procedure for planning, organizing and conducting an assessment of a supplier of metal-containing minerals at the site of mining, transportation, handling and processing as part of responsible supply chain due diligence management system. 
 
Finally, there is an annual public report on responsible sourcing of the Company which is published at its official site. The report describes the Company's approach to managing responsible supply chains of metal-containing mineral raw materials. The report also contains the findings of the Division's due diligence of suppliers of metal-containing minerals. The report has been prepared in accordance with the OECD Guidelines.
 
**The Division produces LME brand. The Division is a part of the Company. The Company's regulatory documents are in application at its divisions.

		Text12: Division's due diligence procedure in 2023
Supply chain due diligence procedure is applicable to all current and potential suppliers of the Division. 
A potential supplier undergoes due diligence prior to entering into contractual relations.
In 2023 the Division sourced metal-containing raw materials for the production of LME Brand products from four suppliers:
- three internal suppliers (Companies «A», «B» and «C»);
- one external supplier (Company «X»).
 
All of the suppliers were classified as current and in early 2024 underwent the repeated due diligence for 2023 as per the following procedure:
 
1. Notifying the suppliers. The Department provided the suppliers with the KYS Questionnaire, the Supply Chain Mapping Questionnaire, and the Questionnaire of the Supplier Compliance with the Code of Conduct.
 
2. Receiving data from the suppliers. The suppliers sent back their filled-out questionnaires along with supporting documents to enable the Department to carry out analysis and risk assessment using tools.  
 
3. Assessing risks. Based on the documents submitted by the suppliers, the Department:
- identified the suppliers and sub-suppliers;
- identified the type of raw material;
- defined the entire supply chain;
- evaluated a level of compliance with the Supplier Code of Conduct;
- identified red flags for potential or actual adverse impact.
The Risk Management Committee approved Risk Appetite Statement, with zero risk tolerance for supply chain risks.
 
4. Responding to risks. No red flags were identified for the suppliers. 
 
5. Preparing the report. Based on the supplier risk assessment, the Department prepared internal reports on supplier due diligence for each supplier. These reports indicate the presence or absence of a red flag. Due diligence reports prepared for 2023 identified no red flags. 
The internal reports serve as a basis for the annual public report on responsible sourcing.
 
Control system over the mineral supply chain
If any red flag is identified during the due diligence process, the Department carries out the enhanced due diligence of the supply chain. Such enhanced due diligence includes a monitoring procedure with raw materials flow audits. Since 2019, the raw materials flows have been managed via an electronic system. The quantitative and qualitative data obtained as part of the supplier due diligence is reconciled based on data from the electronic system used both by the Division and its raw material suppliers. This data ensures that no other raw materials from outside sources enter the brand production chain during transportation and processing. Measures and data to control raw materials mined and processed by the Division were described in the 2021 RFA Report and remained valid in 2023.
 
Database and record-keeping system
Upon completion of the supply chain due diligence, the Department compiles a supplier archive with the assessment deliverable. At least once a year, the Department assesses the current suppliers for compliance with the contractual relationship in order to update the information contained in the supplier archive. The Department keeps digital files of DDMS tools, documents received from suppliers during due diligence and enhanced due diligence, supplier archives for 5 years. The Company keeps digital files of supporting documents in its Document Storage System. Hard copies of the documents are stored in the archives at the Division.
 

		Text13: In 2023, the Department has collected from the suppliers the filled in KYS Questionnaire, the Supply Chain Mapping Questionnaire, the Questionnaire of the Supplier Compliance with the Code of Conduct along with supporting documents. 
 
Based on these documents, the following Corporate standards have been updated: “Responsible Supply Chain Due Diligence Management System”, Know Your Supplier (KYS) (as described in the Section 2, C above) and CAHRA Assessment Tool (as described in the Section 2, G below).
 

		Text14: The corporate Grievance mechanism was launched to ensure prompt response to reported violations, abuses and embezzlement. Its remit extends across all of the Company as well as its contractors and subcontractors.
The corporate Grievance mechanism is governed by the relevant Grievance mechanism Procedure of the Company.
The Audit Committee of the Board of Directors monitors and assesses the mechanism performance. Employees responsible for the mechanism performance have their individual KPIs linked with an improvement of the Grievance mechanism operational efficiency.
The mechanism allows any employee of the Company or any external stakeholder to inform the Company's management about violations, non-compliances, corruption, commercial bribery, fraud or other unacceptable situations inside the Company or by the Company's counterparties (listed in the Grievance mechanism procedure of the Company).
All messages received are treated with the highest degree of confidentiality and are subject to timely and unbiased investigation irrespective of the employee position against whom the allegations are made. A message can be sent anonymously, however, provision of the contact details enables the whistleblower to receive  the information about the case investigation results. The whistleblower may express a wish to get such results when submitting his/her message. Moreover, the personal data are required to process reported violations related to payroll payments and withholdings.

		Text15: The Division has its own conflict-affected and high-risk areas (CAHRAs) assessment tool. The Tool identifies CAHRAs in the supply chain. The final list of indices selected for the Tool meets all RMI criteria and falls into the OECD Guidelines definition of CAHRA, which is also reflected in the Methodology description. The indices are the indirect variables of CAHRA characteristics, specifically, corruption and money laundering, political instability or repression, institutional weakness, insecurity, collapse of civil infrastructure and widespread violence, human rights abuses and violations of national or international law.
 
The selected indices are published by reputable international NGOs and research institutes recommended by RMI.
Three key risk areas defined in Annex II of the OECD Guidance, i.e., conflicts, human rights and governance, are also covered by the indices. They are regularly updated and provide the comprehensive information on country level having left only few countries uncovered due to data unavailability.
 
The Tool was developed by the Company in cooperation with external consultants.
 
In 2023, the threshold values for the Tool were updated to reflect the values the countries had achieved:
 
GPI threshold was set at 3.5; WGI1 threshold was set at -1.7; WGI6 threshold was set at -1.7. 
 
Furthermore, Somalia was removed from the list of countries as there is no HDI index for this country and the Company has no business relations with companies operating there.
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LME RED FLAG ASSESSMENT TEMPLATE 


Introduction 


• This document constitutes the LME RFA Template (the “template”) for the purposes of the LME Policy on Responsible Sourcing of LME-Listed Brands 
(the “Policy”).  This template and embedded workbook is only required for Brands following the Audited LME RFA Track (Track B) and the Published 
LME RFA Track (Track C). Capitalised terms not defined herein have the meaning ascribed to them in the Policy. 


• This template is based on the “Supplement on Tin, Tantalum and Tungsten” of the OECD Due Diligence Guidance for Responsible Supply Chains of 
Minerals from Conflict-Affected and High-Risk Areas, Third Edition.  References to “OECD Guidance” in the context of this template should be 
interpreted accordingly.


• The purpose of the OECD Guidance is to help companies respect human rights and avoid contributing to conflict through their sourcing decisions, 
including the choice of their suppliers1. 


• Producers should consult the Policy for information on Reporting Periods, and submission deadlines;  other contextual information may be found in the 
guidance notes published by the LME.


• Please submit all relevant documents in English, this includes the template, RFA workbook, and any supplemental documents the LME should consider 
as part of the submission.


• The RFA workbook is available here:


Microsoft Excel 
Worksheet


1 OECD Guidance, page 12 
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Section 1. BRAND INFORMATION 


LME Brand Producer name2 


LME Brand name(s)2,3 


Reporting Period start date (DD/MM/YYYY) 


Reporting Period end date (DD/MM/YYYY) 


Date of submission (DD/MM/YYYY) 


Address of Brand producing site 


Website of Brand Producer 


Name of person submitting RFA 


Job title of person submitting RFA 


Phone number 


Email address 


2 This may be found on the list of LME Approved Brands: https://www.lme.com/en/physical-services/brands/approved-brands  
3 In the majority of cases, each Brand will require a unique RFA. However, if multiple Brands are produced by the same Producer, and the responses to the 
RFA questions are identical for all said Brands, one RFA may be submitted for all Brands. 



https://www.lme.com/en/physical-services/brands/approved-brands
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Section 2. COMPANY MANAGEMENT SYSTEMS 


a. Describe the Producer’s supply chain due diligence policy. The policy should incorporate the standards against which due diligence is to be
conducted, consistent with the model policy contained in Annex II of the OECD Guidance.4


Please provide a link or a copy where available.


4 OECD Guidance, page 20 
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b. Describe how this policy been communicated to suppliers, employees, and the public.5


c. Explain the management structure responsible for the Producer’s due diligence, including who is directly responsible for implementing the supply
chain due diligence policy.6


5 OECD Guidance, page 17 
6 OECD Guidance, page 17 and page 52 
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d. Describe the system of controls and transparency over the mineral supply chain put in place by the Producer. This includes:
a. the type of information7 the Producer collects from suppliers,
b. whether this information is required in commercial contracts with suppliers8


c. the format of the record-keeping of the Producer (such as paper-based, computerised, digital leger technology, or part of an
institutionalised mechanism)8, and


d. for how long this information is stored8.


7 OECD Guidance, page 38, which refers to the information expected on page 37 
8 OECD Guidance, page 38 
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e. Describe the data the management system has yielded this Reporting Period and how it has strengthened the company’s due diligence efforts.9


f. Confirm that a company-level or industry-wide grievance mechanism has been established and provide evidence.10


9 OECD Guidance, page 52 
10 OECD Guidance, page 17 with details on page 40 
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g. Describe the Producer’s method for identifying Conflict-Affected and High-Risk Areas (“CAHRA”).11


11 Though not directly referenced in the OECD Guidance, the LME requires this information to be disclosed as part of the transparency requirements for 
Track C. In line with the Policy, the LME expects that the definition of “conflict-affected and high-risk areas” will be as set out in the “Supplement on Gold” of 
the OECD Guidance page 66. 
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Section 3. LOCATION OF MINERAL ORIGIN AND TRANSIT RED FLAG EVALUATION 


Use the workbook to provide the following information: 


a. On the basis of the Producer’s Company Management Systems for tracing the transit of materials from its operations and those of its suppliers, 
list all countries from which the minerals used for this Brand originated and transited through during the Reporting Period.


b. Identify whether each of the countries listed in (a.) is a source for the Brand material or a country through which the material only transits.
c. Specify the type of material being sourced or transited. This is optional to disclose and only requested to assist in answering the remaining 


questions.
d. Classify each country’s CAHRA status:


(i) A country of which no area falls into the CAHRA definition;
(ii) A country of which all areas fall into the CAHRA definition; or
(iii) A country of which some, but not all areas fall into the CAHRA definition. In this case, indicate whether the material is sourced from or 


transits through the CAHRA in the comment column.
e. For each of the source countries identified, assess if the volume of mineral the Producer sourced during the Reporting Period is in keeping with 


the source country's known reserves and expected production levels. Provide the result of your assessment.
f. For each of the countries identified, assess if this country known to transit materials from CAHRAs.
g. For each of the source countries in (b.), assess the status of the supplier’s Extractive Industry Transparency Initiative (“EITI”) implementation 


following these steps12:
(i) State whether or not the country is an EITI-implementing country13;
(ii) If the supplier is located in an EITI-implementing country, identify if the supplier is in compliance with the EITI reporting requirements of 


that country14. Provide links to the relevant company’s submission for the purpose of EITI reporting, where such a disclosure does not 
reveal commercially sensitive information.


(iii) If the country is not an EITI-implementing country, identify if the supplier takes other steps to provide transparency on payments to 
governments and other matters in line with the aims of EITI. Provide link(s) to disclosures where available.


12 The LME believes that financial crime and corruption risk represent important concerns for industry stakeholders.  Accordingly, the LME is particularly keen 
to ensure that the principles of the EITI, as referenced on page 52 of the OECD Guidance, are embedded into global supply chains.  As such, this template 
references the specific wording of the OECD Guidance in respect of EITI, but further requires that Producers explain broader disclosure on a per-country basis. 
13 The status of country’s EITI implementation can be found here: https://eiti.org/countries  
14 Producers are encouraged to contact the EITI International Secretariat secretariat@eiti.org for support in finding and understanding supplier’s reports. 



https://eiti.org/countries

mailto:secretariat@eiti.org
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Section 4. SUPPLIER RED FLAG EVALUATION 


The Producer is expected to identify all intermediaries, consolidators, or other actors upstream in their supply chain through their management 
system15. This includes but is not limited to: traders who provide minerals to the Producer or the Producer’s suppliers; parent companies of the 
Producer or the Producer’s suppliers; and companies that have a controlling interest in the Producer or Producer’s suppliers (“Relevant Companies”). 
The Producer then must identify whether any of the Relevant Companies operate in or source from CAHRAs16. 


If a Relevant Company operates in or sources minerals from a CAHRA, a potential OECD Red Flag is raised. Producers should verify through public 
sources, KYC checks, and engagement with suppliers to secure evidence (including spot checks as appropriate), that the supplier has strong company-
wide due diligence management systems. If evidence is secured (and provided to the LME upon request) that minerals from a red flag location of 
mineral origin and transit have not entered the Brand’s feedstock and the Relevant company has strong company-wide due diligence management 
systems, Producers may continue to use this template and follow the public disclosure requirements of the relevant Track. If no evidence is available, 
the supplier red flag remains and the Producer will be referred to Track A for enhanced due diligence with the support of an assurance framework17. 


Use the workbook to provide the following information: 


a. Indicate where the "Relevant Companies" have operated in or sourced minerals during the Reporting Period.
b. Classify the locations provided in (a.) into either locations where no minerals are produced (such as headquarters, offices, or holding companies) 


or locations where minerals are produced.
c. Classify each country’s CAHRA status:


(i) A country of which no area falls into the CAHRA definition;
(ii) A country of which all areas fall into the CAHRA definition; or
(iii) A country of which some, but not all areas fall into the CAHRA definition.  In this case, indicate whether the operations are located within 


the CAHRA in the comment column.
d. If any CAHRAs are identified, provide confirmation that the Producer has secured evidence that the origin or transit of the material entering their 


feedstock was not sourced from the CAHRA that raised the OECD supplier red flag and that the Relevant Company has strong company-wide 
due diligence management systems.


15 OECD Guidance, page 34, which refers to the information expected to be collected by Producers on page 37 
16 The LME is aware that the OECD Guidance goes further on this point, including countries with limited reserves or production levels and countries where 
minerals from CAHRAs are known to transit; however, the LME considers these points to be adequately covered in Section 3. 
17The LME provides a guidance note on this topic: https://www.lme.com/en/About/Responsibility/Responsible-sourcing#Guidance-notes-and-webinars  



https://www.lme.com/en/About/Responsibility/Responsible-sourcing#Guidance-notes-and-webinars
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Section 5. RED FLAG ASSESSMENT 


a. Is there any Input Material for the LME Brand where the origin is unable to be determined? ☐ Yes         ☐ No


b. Do any of the countries identified in Section 3 LOCATION OF MINERAL ORIGIN AND TRANSIT EVALUATION fall
into the CAHRA areas identified in 3.d?


☐ Yes         ☐ No


c. Do any of the source countries identified in Section 3 LOCATION OF MINERAL ORIGIN AND TRANSIT EVALUATION
receive a quantity of material that is out of keeping with the source country's known reserves and expected production
levels as answered in 3.e?


☐ Yes         ☐ No


d. Do any of the countries identified in Section 3 LOCATION OF MINERAL ORIGIN AND TRANSIT EVALUATION fall
into the list of countries known to transit materials from CAHRAs identified in 3.f?


☐ Yes         ☐ No


e. Do any of the countries identified in Section 4. SUPPLIER RED FLAG EVALUATION fall into the CAHRA areas
identified in 4.c without confirmation provided in 4.d?


☐ Yes       ☐ No


f. Is the answer to any of Section 5.a – 5.e positive?


If yes, the LME Brand is considered to have raised an OECD Red Flag and must use Track A.


☐ Yes        ☐ No


g. Does the Producer fail to identify the EITI status of any of the source countries identified in Section 3 LOCATION OF
MINERAL ORIGIN AND TRANSIT EVALUATION in 3.g.(i)?


☐ Yes         ☐ No


h. Does the Producer fail to provide supplier’s EITI disclosure information described in 3.g.(ii) for suppliers located in EITI-
implementing countries?


☐ Yes         ☐ No
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i. Does the Producer believe that the Red Flag Assessment should result in a different outcome than indicated in 5.f?  If
so, then a full explanation must be given.


Explanation: 


☐ Yes        ☐ No
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Additional comments: 







Red Flag 1 Red Flag 2 Red Flag 3


Question from 


RFA


3.a. On the basis of the Producer’s


Company Management Systems for


tracing the transit of materials from its


operations and those of its suppliers, 


list all countries from which the 


minerals used for this Brand originated


and transited through during the 


Reporting Period.


3.b. Identify whether each of the 


countries listed in (a.) is a source for


the Brand material or a country


through which the material only


transits.


3.c. Specify the type of material


being sourced or transited. This


is optional to disclose and only


requested to assist in


answering the remaining


questions.


3.d. Classify each country’s Conflict-Affected or


High-Risk Area ("CAHRA") status.


3.e. For each of the source countries identified, 


assess if the volume of mineral the Producer


sourced during the Reporting Period is in


keeping with the source country's known


reserves and expected production levels.


Provide the result of your assessment.


3.f. For each of the countries identified, assess


if this country known to transit materials from


CAHRAs.


Additional comments 


Clarification of 


required 


answers


Please enter the country name. Please enter "Source" or "transit only". Optional: you may enter the 


type of material sourced if 


desired.


Please enter country CAHRA evaluation as "No 


CAHRAs", "Some CAHRAs", or "All CAHRA".


For "Some CAHRAs", provide specific region in 


comments column K.


For source countries only:  Please enter Yes or 


No for source countries and NA for transit only 


countries.


For all countries: Please enter Yes if known to 


transit materials from CAHRAs or No if not.


For source countries only: (i) State whether or 


not the country is an EITI-implementing country. 


Please enter Yes or No for source countries and 


NA (Not Applicable) for transit only countries.


For source countries only: (ii) If the supplier is 


located in an EITI-implementing country, identify 


if the supplier is in compliance with the EITI 


reporting requirements of that country. Provide 


links to the relevant company’s submission for 


the purpose of EITI reporting, where such a 


disclosure does not reveal commercially 


sensitive information.


For source countries only: (iii) If the country is not an EITI-


implementing country, identify if the supplier takes other 


steps to provide transparency on payments to 


governments and other matters in line with the aims of 


EITI. Provide link(s) to disclosures where available.


Sweden


Source


Zn concentrate


No CAHRAs Yes No No


NA


https://lundinmining.com/site/assets/files/9177/2022_sus


tainability_report_lundin_mining_aoda.pdf


Bosnia&Hercegovina


Source


Zn concentrate


No CAHRAs Yes No No


NA https://www.minecogroup.com/corporate-responsibility


They have to pay all the taxes acc.to law,but still cannot 


check if it is published by Ministry.


Serbia


Source


Zn concentrate


No CAHRAs Yes No No


NA


Yes.Reports annually to the governements body on 


extracted volumes of minerals and pay Mining Resources 


Extraction Tax acc.to national law.


We have their declaration but still cannot check if it is 


published by Ministry.Reports about the extracted minerals 


for the previous year must be given until 30.03. next year.


North Macedonia


Source


Zn concentrate


No CAHRAs Yes No No


NA Yes.https://www.sasa.com.mk/sustainability


They have to pay all the taxes acc.to law,but still cannot 


check if it is published by Ministry.


Montenegro Source


Zn concentrate


No CAHRAs Yes No


No NA


Yes.Reports annually to the governements body on 


extracted volumes of minerals and pay Mining Resources 


Extraction Tax.


They have to pay all the taxes acc.to law,but still cannot 


check if it is published by Ministry.


Kosovo Source


Zn concentrate


No CAHRAs Yes No


No NA


Yes.Reports annually to the governements body on 


extracted volumes of minerals and pay Mining Resources 


Extraction Tax.


They have to pay all the taxes acc.to law,but still cannot 


check if it is published by Ministry.Reports about the 


extracted minerals for the previous year must be given until 


30.03. next year.


Turkey Source Some Cahras Yes No Yes.https://www.esan.com.tr/en/sustainability/sustainabil


ity-approach-and-model#compliance-and-business-


continuity


Only Sirnak region in the EeastSout of Turkey is CAHRA.We 


Source material from western part of Turkey which is not 


CHARA.


Slovakia Transit only Zn concentrate No CAHRAs NA No NA NA


Hungary Transit only Zn concentrate No CAHRAs NA No NA NA


Poland Transit only Zn concentrate No CAHRAs NA No NA NA


EITI Implementation


3.g. For each of the source countries in (b.), assess the status of the supplier’s Extractive Industry Transparency Initiative (“EITI”) implementation following 


these steps


Country identification







Question from RFA 4.a. Indicate where the Relevant 


Companies have operated in or 


sourced minerals during the 


Reporting Period. 


4.b. Classify the locations provided in (a.) into 


either locations where no minerals are 


produced (such as headquarters, offices, or 


holding companies) or locations where 


minerals are produced. 


4.c. Classify each country’s Conflict-Affected or 


High-Risk Area ("CAHRA")  status.


4.d. If any CAHRAs are identified, provide confirmation 


that the Producer has secured evidence that the origin or 


transit of the material entering their feedstock was not 


sourced from the CAHRA that raised the OECD supplier 


red flag and that the Relevant Company has strong 


company-wide due diligence management systems.


Clarification of required answers Please enter the country name. Please enter "No Mineral Production" or 


"Mineral Production"


Please enter country CAHRA evaluation as "No 


CAHRAs", "Some CAHRAs", or "All CAHRA".


Sweden Mineral Production No CAHRAs


Bosnia&Hercegovina Mineral Production No CAHRAs


Serbia Mineral Production No CAHRAs


North Macedonia Mineral Production No CAHRAs


Montenegro Mineral Production No CAHRAs


Serbia Mineral Production No CAHRAs


Kosovo Mineral Production No CAHRAs


Turkey Mineral Production Some CAHRAs Only Sirnak region in the EeastSouth of Turkey is CAHRA, 


and there are extracted metals like Gold and TIN.


Luxembourg No Mineral Production No CAHRAs


Switzerland No Mineral Production No CAHRAs


Great Britain No Mineral Production No CAHRAs







Appendix 1: Attachments
1. URBA 360 mining activity report
2. Supply Chain Policy for a Responsible Global Supply Chain of Minerals from Conflict-Affected and High-Risk Areas
3. Code of Ethics 
4. Anti-corruption policy





		Blank Page



		Text3: “[REDACTED]”

		Text10: Documents are placed at our website and everyone has unlimited access to read and download.
We require from our suppliers to sign a declaration at our KYC form that they undertake to comply with current OECD Due Dilligence Guedlines for Responsible Supply Chains of Minerals from Conflict-Affected and High Risk Areas.
Apart from this we ask them to get acquintant and comply with our Supply Chain Policy which is placed at our website.

		Text1: “[REDACTED]”

		Text2: “[REDACTED]”

		Text4: “[REDACTED]”

		Date1_af_date: 01.06.2023

		Date2_af_date: 31.05.2024

		Date3_af_date: 07.06.2024

		Text5: “[REDACTED]”

		Text6: “[REDACTED]”

		Text7: “[REDACTED]”

		Text8: “[REDACTED]”

		Text9: “[REDACTED]” has been pursuing a supply chain due dilligence policy for many years.
Our activity in supply chain is based on several documents placed at our website:
“[REDACTED]”
 
These documents regulate good business practicies, transparency and responsible sourcing.
Everyone is responsible for compliance with above mentioned regulations in their own scope and this is supervised by Board of Directors through Departament Managers.
 
Following above mentioned documents we select clients who meet our requirements, conduct transparent commercial activities, have impeccable reputation and are not involved in any conflicts. 
 

		Text11: The purchasing of  feed materials at “[REDACTED]” is done by staff of Sales and Raw Materials Purchasing Department .
The employees of a.m. department, Department Manager are responsible for implementing the supply chain policy and this is supervised by Marketing Director-Member of the Board and Board of Directors. 

		Text12: Purchases are made exclusively from trusted and proven suppliers.  The portfolio of suppliers is mostly the same every year. With regard to the possible new suppliers, the process is always individual. First the quality of offered material is checked, and if ok, then the supplier is checked through all possible sources, including reports from business intelligence, information from website, financial statements, extracts from commercial registers. 
In case of any doubts, the supplier is not accepted. 
In the contracts concluded with our suppliers the obligations of the parties concerning complying to the local law rules, tax paying etc. are explicitly stipulated. 
 
Each contract must be approved by lawyers confirming compatibility with binding law and is signed by authorized persons including member of the board.
The data concerning contracts and customers are never disclosed to third parties, unless required by law (national authorities, police, etc.).
 
Mainly we purchase zinc concentrates from direct producers and on the smaller scale we buy zinc from worldwide known global trading companies trusted by customers.
 
In our files, we keep the following documents, evidencing who the miner is, where the miner is located etc, enabling us to verify each delivery:
- Invoices
- MSDS (material safety data sheet)
- Certificates of origin
- Bills of Lading, CMRs
The documentation is stored for 5 years.
 
 
 
 
 
 

		Text13: “[REDACTED]” has evidence of delivered material and we are able to check if deliveries are compliant with contract requirements regarding place of origin, quality, quantity and other conditions.
The data management system helps us to collect data and transfer it to the relevant institutions and control authorities.  
 
We require from our suppliers to sign a declaration at our KYC form that they undertake to comply with current OECD Due  
Dilligence Guidance for Responsible Supply Chains of Minerals from Conflict-Affected and High Risk Areas.
Apart from this we ask them to get acquintant and comply with our Supply Chain Policy which is placed at our website.
We also check customers and collect information, internet, professional magazines, seminars, presentations and business meetings. 
We also order and collect reports about our customers in indpendent commercial intelligence agences like “[REDACTED]” and get information like: history of the company, domicile, officies, ownership, court registrations, financial standing, tax paying, insolvency procedures.
 

		Text14: Supply Chain Policy; Anticorruption and whistleblower policy “[REDACTED]”; Code of Ethics, ISO 9001 regulates grieviance mechanizm.
We have 2 channels to contact us about grievance:
- electronic form - “[REDACTED]”
- paper form send to Board Member - Marketing Director personally
All details are placed on our website.
 

		Text15: We trace current OECD publications of CAHRA areas we also obtain information from other sources like internet, press, talks with our business and non business partners and organizations like ILZSG and IZA about situation in areas we source zinc concentrates.
Based on our ducumentation and methods described in previous points we can verify whether the material sourced belongs or not  to CAHRA.
In isolated cases when Trading Company due to commercial issues doesn't wand to give us the full details of the mine producing concentrate we ask them to certify that they obey our rules of supply chain policy in accordance with OECD gudelines.
 
Yeach time we sign a contract with a new customer we ask him to fullfill Known Your Customer form.
We also use “[REDACTED]” reports prepared by “[REDACTED]” with information about the client and country risk assessment which help us to make a decision about the cooperation. If rating is A the macroeconomic data are positive, political situation is stable etc. If rating is C the situation is just opposite and we make further investigations.
If we still have any doubts we ask customers for written declaration about origin of material.
 
“[REDACTED]”
 
Apart from that we trace any news in media concerning the country we source raw materials.
 
https://www.cahraslist.net/cahras
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LME RED FLAG ASSESSMENT TEMPLATE 


Introduction 


• This document constitutes the LME RFA Template (the “template”) for the purposes of the LME Policy on Responsible Sourcing of LME-Listed Brands
(the “Policy”).  This template and embedded workbook is only required for Brands following the Audited LME RFA Track (Track B) and the Published
LME RFA Track (Track C). Capitalised terms not defined herein have the meaning ascribed to them in the Policy.


• This template is based on the “Supplement on Tin, Tantalum and Tungsten” of the OECD Due Diligence Guidance for Responsible Supply Chains of
Minerals from Conflict-Affected and High-Risk Areas, Third Edition.  References to “OECD Guidance” in the context of this template should be
interpreted accordingly.


• The purpose of the OECD Guidance is to help companies respect human rights and avoid contributing to conflict through their sourcing decisions,
including the choice of their suppliers1.


• Producers should consult the Policy for information on Reporting Periods, and submission deadlines;  other contextual information may be found in the
guidance notes published by the LME.


• Please submit all relevant documents in English, this includes the template, RFA workbook, and any supplemental documents the LME should consider
as part of the submission.


• The RFA workbook is available here:


Microsoft Excel 
Worksheet


1 OECD Guidance, page 12 
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Section 1. BRAND INFORMATION 


LME Brand Producer name2 


LME Brand name(s)2,3 


Reporting Period start date (DD/MM/YYYY) 


Reporting Period end date (DD/MM/YYYY) 


Date of submission (DD/MM/YYYY) 


Address of Brand producing site 


Website of Brand Producer 


Name of person submitting RFA 


Job title of person submitting RFA 


Phone number 


Email address 


2 This may be found on the list of LME Approved Brands: https://www.lme.com/en/physical-services/brands/approved-brands  
3 In the majority of cases, each Brand will require a unique RFA. However, if multiple Brands are produced by the same Producer, and the responses to the 
RFA questions are identical for all said Brands, one RFA may be submitted for all Brands. 



https://www.lme.com/en/physical-services/brands/approved-brands
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Section 2. COMPANY MANAGEMENT SYSTEMS 


a. Describe the Producer’s supply chain due diligence policy. The policy should incorporate the standards against which due diligence is to be
conducted, consistent with the model policy contained in Annex II of the OECD Guidance.4


Please provide a link or a copy where available.


4 OECD Guidance, page 20 
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b. Describe how this policy been communicated to suppliers, employees, and the public.5


c. Explain the management structure responsible for the Producer’s due diligence, including who is directly responsible for implementing the supply
chain due diligence policy.6


5 OECD Guidance, page 17 
6 OECD Guidance, page 17 and page 52 
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d. Describe the system of controls and transparency over the mineral supply chain put in place by the Producer. This includes:
a. the type of information7 the Producer collects from suppliers,
b. whether this information is required in commercial contracts with suppliers8


c. the format of the record-keeping of the Producer (such as paper-based, computerised, digital leger technology, or part of an
institutionalised mechanism)8, and


d. for how long this information is stored8.


7 OECD Guidance, page 38, which refers to the information expected on page 37 
8 OECD Guidance, page 38 
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e. Describe the data the management system has yielded this Reporting Period and how it has strengthened the company’s due diligence efforts.9


f. Confirm that a company-level or industry-wide grievance mechanism has been established and provide evidence.10


9 OECD Guidance, page 52 
10 OECD Guidance, page 17 with details on page 40 
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g. Describe the Producer’s method for identifying Conflict-Affected and High-Risk Areas (“CAHRA”).11


11 Though not directly referenced in the OECD Guidance, the LME requires this information to be disclosed as part of the transparency requirements for 
Track C. In line with the Policy, the LME expects that the definition of “conflict-affected and high-risk areas” will be as set out in the “Supplement on Gold” of 
the OECD Guidance page 66. 
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Section 3. LOCATION OF MINERAL ORIGIN AND TRANSIT RED FLAG EVALUATION 


Use the workbook to provide the following information: 


a. On the basis of the Producer’s Company Management Systems for tracing the transit of materials from its operations and those of its suppliers, 
list all countries from which the minerals used for this Brand originated and transited through during the Reporting Period.


b. Identify whether each of the countries listed in (a.) is a source for the Brand material or a country through which the material only transits.
c. Specify the type of material being sourced or transited. This is optional to disclose and only requested to assist in answering the remaining 


questions.
d. Classify each country’s CAHRA status:


(i) A country of which no area falls into the CAHRA definition;
(ii) A country of which all areas fall into the CAHRA definition; or
(iii) A country of which some, but not all areas fall into the CAHRA definition. In this case, indicate whether the material is sourced from or 


transits through the CAHRA in the comment column.
e. For each of the source countries identified, assess if the volume of mineral the Producer sourced during the Reporting Period is in keeping with 


the source country's known reserves and expected production levels. Provide the result of your assessment.
f. For each of the countries identified, assess if this country known to transit materials from CAHRAs.
g. For each of the source countries in (b.), assess the status of the supplier’s Extractive Industry Transparency Initiative (“EITI”) implementation 


following these steps12:
(i) State whether or not the country is an EITI-implementing country13;
(ii) If the supplier is located in an EITI-implementing country, identify if the supplier is in compliance with the EITI reporting requirements of 


that country14. Provide links to the relevant company’s submission for the purpose of EITI reporting, where such a disclosure does not 
reveal commercially sensitive information.


(iii) If the country is not an EITI-implementing country, identify if the supplier takes other steps to provide transparency on payments to 
governments and other matters in line with the aims of EITI. Provide link(s) to disclosures where available.


12 The LME believes that financial crime and corruption risk represent important concerns for industry stakeholders.  Accordingly, the LME is particularly keen 
to ensure that the principles of the EITI, as referenced on page 52 of the OECD Guidance, are embedded into global supply chains.  As such, this template 
references the specific wording of the OECD Guidance in respect of EITI, but further requires that Producers explain broader disclosure on a per-country basis. 
13 The status of country’s EITI implementation can be found here: https://eiti.org/countries  
14 Producers are encouraged to contact the EITI International Secretariat secretariat@eiti.org for support in finding and understanding supplier’s reports. 



https://eiti.org/countries

mailto:secretariat@eiti.org
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Section 4. SUPPLIER RED FLAG EVALUATION 


The Producer is expected to identify all intermediaries, consolidators, or other actors upstream in their supply chain through their management 
system15. This includes but is not limited to: traders who provide minerals to the Producer or the Producer’s suppliers; parent companies of the 
Producer or the Producer’s suppliers; and companies that have a controlling interest in the Producer or Producer’s suppliers (“Relevant Companies”). 
The Producer then must identify whether any of the Relevant Companies operate in or source from CAHRAs16. 


If a Relevant Company operates in or sources minerals from a CAHRA, a potential OECD Red Flag is raised. Producers should verify through public 
sources, KYC checks, and engagement with suppliers to secure evidence (including spot checks as appropriate), that the supplier has strong company-
wide due diligence management systems. If evidence is secured (and provided to the LME upon request) that minerals from a red flag location of 
mineral origin and transit have not entered the Brand’s feedstock and the Relevant company has strong company-wide due diligence management 
systems, Producers may continue to use this template and follow the public disclosure requirements of the relevant Track. If no evidence is available, 
the supplier red flag remains and the Producer will be referred to Track A for enhanced due diligence with the support of an assurance framework17. 


Use the workbook to provide the following information: 


a. Indicate where the "Relevant Companies" have operated in or sourced minerals during the Reporting Period.
b. Classify the locations provided in (a.) into either locations where no minerals are produced (such as headquarters, offices, or holding companies) 


or locations where minerals are produced.
c. Classify each country’s CAHRA status:


(i) A country of which no area falls into the CAHRA definition;
(ii) A country of which all areas fall into the CAHRA definition; or
(iii) A country of which some, but not all areas fall into the CAHRA definition.  In this case, indicate whether the operations are located within 


the CAHRA in the comment column.
d. If any CAHRAs are identified, provide confirmation that the Producer has secured evidence that the origin or transit of the material entering their 


feedstock was not sourced from the CAHRA that raised the OECD supplier red flag and that the Relevant Company has strong company-wide 
due diligence management systems.


15 OECD Guidance, page 34, which refers to the information expected to be collected by Producers on page 37 
16 The LME is aware that the OECD Guidance goes further on this point, including countries with limited reserves or production levels and countries where 
minerals from CAHRAs are known to transit; however, the LME considers these points to be adequately covered in Section 3. 
17The LME provides a guidance note on this topic: https://www.lme.com/en/About/Responsibility/Responsible-sourcing#Guidance-notes-and-webinars  



https://www.lme.com/en/About/Responsibility/Responsible-sourcing#Guidance-notes-and-webinars
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Section 5. RED FLAG ASSESSMENT 


a. Is there any Input Material for the LME Brand where the origin is unable to be determined? ☐ Yes         ☐ No


b. Do any of the countries identified in Section 3 LOCATION OF MINERAL ORIGIN AND TRANSIT EVALUATION fall
into the CAHRA areas identified in 3.d?


☐ Yes         ☐ No


c. Do any of the source countries identified in Section 3 LOCATION OF MINERAL ORIGIN AND TRANSIT EVALUATION
receive a quantity of material that is out of keeping with the source country's known reserves and expected production
levels as answered in 3.e?


☐ Yes         ☐ No


d. Do any of the countries identified in Section 3 LOCATION OF MINERAL ORIGIN AND TRANSIT EVALUATION fall
into the list of countries known to transit materials from CAHRAs identified in 3.f?


☐ Yes         ☐ No


e. Do any of the countries identified in Section 4. SUPPLIER RED FLAG EVALUATION fall into the CAHRA areas
identified in 4.c without confirmation provided in 4.d?


☐ Yes       ☐ No


f. Is the answer to any of Section 5.a – 5.e positive?


If yes, the LME Brand is considered to have raised an OECD Red Flag and must use Track A.


☐ Yes        ☐ No


g. Does the Producer fail to identify the EITI status of any of the source countries identified in Section 3 LOCATION OF
MINERAL ORIGIN AND TRANSIT EVALUATION in 3.g.(i)?


☐ Yes         ☐ No


h. Does the Producer fail to provide supplier’s EITI disclosure information described in 3.g.(ii) for suppliers located in EITI-
implementing countries?


☐ Yes         ☐ No
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i. Does the Producer believe that the Red Flag Assessment should result in a different outcome than indicated in 5.f?  If
so, then a full explanation must be given.


Explanation: 


☐ Yes        ☐ No
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Additional comments: 


 











3 ORIGIN AND TRANSIT EVALUATION


						Country identification									Red Flag 1			Red Flag 2			Red Flag 3			EITI Implementation


			Question from RFA			3.a. On the basis of the Producer’s Company Management Systems for tracing the transit of materials from its operations and those of its suppliers, list all countries from which the minerals used for this Brand originated and transited through during the Reporting Period.			3.b. Identify whether each of the countries listed in (a.) is a source for the Brand material or a country through which the material only transits.			3.c. Specify the type of material being sourced or transited. This is optional to disclose and only requested to assist in answering the remaining questions.			3.d. Classify each country’s Conflict-Affected or High-Risk Area ("CAHRA") status.			3.e. For each of the source countries identified, assess if the volume of mineral the Producer sourced during the Reporting Period is in keeping with the source country's known reserves and expected production levels. Provide the result of your assessment.			3.f. For each of the countries identified, assess if this country known to transit materials from CAHRAs.			3.g. For each of the source countries in (b.), assess the status of the supplier’s Extractive Industry Transparency Initiative (“EITI”) implementation following these steps									Additional comments 


			Clarification of required answers			Please enter the country name.			Please enter "Source" or "transit only".			Optional: you may enter the type of material sourced if desired.			Please enter country CAHRA evaluation as "No CAHRAs", "Some CAHRAs", or "All CAHRA".

For "Some CAHRAs", provide specific region in comments column K.			For source countries only:  Please enter Yes or No for source countries and NA for transit only countries.			For all countries: Please enter Yes if known to transit materials from CAHRAs or No if not.			For source countries only: (i) State whether or not the country is an EITI-implementing country. Please enter Yes or No for source countries and NA (Not Applicable) for transit only countries.			For source countries only: (ii) If the supplier is located in an EITI-implementing country, identify if the supplier is in compliance with the EITI reporting requirements of that country. Provide links to the relevant company’s submission for the purpose of EITI reporting, where such a disclosure does not reveal commercially sensitive information.			For source countries only: (iii) If the country is not an EITI-implementing country, identify if the supplier takes other steps to provide transparency on payments to governments and other matters in line with the aims of EITI. Provide link(s) to disclosures where available.


			Example answers			Country A			Source			Copper concentrate			No CAHRAs			Yes			No			Yes			Not in compliance			NA


						Country B			Source			Alumina			Some CAHRAs			No			No			Yes			In compliance, report here: (link)			NA			Region ABC in Country B is considered a CAHRA and the materials we source do not come from this region.


						Country C			Transit only			Zinc oxide			All CAHRA			NA			Yes			NA			NA			NA


						Country D			Source			Bauxite			No CAHRAs			Yes			No			No			NA			Reporting on payments to governments on page XX (link)








4 SUPPLIER RED FLAG EVALUATION





			Question from RFA			4.a. Indicate where the Relevant Companies have operated in or sourced minerals during the Reporting Period. 			4.b. Classify the locations provided in (a.) into either locations where no minerals are produced (such as headquarters, offices, or holding companies) or locations where minerals are produced. 			4.c. Classify each country’s Conflict-Affected or High-Risk Area ("CAHRA")  status.			4.d. If any CAHRAs are identified, provide confirmation that the Producer has secured evidence that the origin or transit of the material entering their feedstock was not sourced from the CAHRA that raised the OECD supplier red flag and that the Relevant Company has strong company-wide due diligence management systems.


			Clarification of required answers			Please enter the country name.			Please enter "No Mineral Production" or "Mineral Production"			Please enter country CAHRA evaluation as "No CAHRAs", "Some CAHRAs", or "All CAHRA".


			Example answers			Country X			No Mineral Production			No CAHRAs


						Country Y			No Mineral Production			Some CAHRAs			[Confirmation needed]


						Country Z			Mineral Production			All CAHRA			[Confirmation needed]








		Text3: Redacted

		Text10: All employees are required to complete Code of Conduct training every three years, and our onsite inductions (completed by contractors and employees) include elements of the Code. Our Code, Sustainability Policy, Supplier Minimum Requirements and internal performance requirements regarding responsible sourcing, including our modern slavery due diligence program are available on our website and internal intranet. 
 
We have recently launched our External Supplier Portal (available on our website), which significantly improves the access and availability of information to support suppliers at all stages of their engagement with Producer A, including:
- Outlining the expectations and requirements we place on our suppliers, such as complying with our Safety, Code of Business Conduct and Modern Slavery requirements 
- Guides and information to support existing suppliers engaging in working with our systems
- Resources and training links including guidelines, terms and conditions, and more 
- A dedicated contact form for suppliers to address their queries
 
Our suppliers are expected to operate to the same standards as Producer B and to adhere to Producer B, Code of Business Conduct, Sustainability Policy and our Sustainability and Business Conduct they must follow Minimum Supplier Requirements.
 
The Code represents our commitment to act ethically, responsible and lawfully. It ensures that we make the right decisions as we work towards achieving our Purpose, Values and Breakthroughs. Additionally Producer B imposes a Sustainability and Business Conduct requirement that as a minimium must be met.

		Text1: Producer B

		Text2: Redacted

		Text4: Redacted

		Date1_af_date: 01-Jan-2023

		Date2_af_date: 31-Dec-2023

		Date3_af_date: 31-Jul-2024

		Text5: Redacted

		Text6: Redacted

		Text7: Redacted

		Text8: Redacted

		Text9: At Producer B, we uphold the highest standards of integrity and accountability through our Code of Business Conduct. Our Code guides all individuals acting on behalf of Producer B, including employees, suppliers, and JV partners. It is available in multiple languages. The Code outlines the conduct we expect and serves as a foundation for making sound decisions. It reflects our dedication to ethical, responsible, and lawful practices. By adhering to the Code, we ensure that we align with our Purpose, Values, and Breakthroughs, enabling us to make the right choices as we pursue our goals.
 
Broader sustainability and human rights approach - As part of our broader human rights approach, Producer B is committed to sourcing responsibly, which includes an integrated set of activities to identify and manage human rights risks in our supply chain.
Our Sustainable Development Report and Modern Slavery Statement provides annual performance updates on our risk assessment processes including supplier on boarding, supplier risk mapping and due diligence, training and capacity building, grievance mechanisms and independent supplier audits.
 
Our suppliers are expected to operate to the same standards as Producer B and to adhere to Producer B Code of Business Conduct, Sustainability Policy and our Sustainability and Business Conduct they must follow Minimum Supplier Requirements.

		Text11: Producer B Marketing manages the raw material sourcing and transportation of all bauxite and alumina from our X asset to our X smelters A and B. Marketing is responsible for the supply chain due diligence across supply of bauxite and alumina to the LME listed aluminium smelters.
 
General supply chain due diligence apart from alumina to smelters includes:
Producer B provide suppliers and customers with a link to Producer B Code of Business Conduct, Modern Slavery Statement, and other key sustainability documents.
Develop trusted relationships - ensure suppliers understand Producer B requirements and can speak up honestly with Producer B.
Use the Supplier self-assessment questionnaire to pre-screen for risks. Regularly discuss these issues throughout the lifetime of the contract as part of the contract management approach.
 

		Text12: The relationship regarding the supply of alumina/bauxite to our LME listed smelters, Producer B operated and majority owned X asset supplies to our aluminium smelters A and B. As it is an intra company commercial relationship, and we manage the shipment and freight therefore, we have full transparency of this supply chain, supported by intra-company supply contracts
Format of compliance takes place through contract compliance and the contract itself.
All records are submitted and recorded through digital format. Information is stored as per regulatory compliance terms.
 

		Text13: Data from the management system has yielded compliance to Producer B supply, this data has strengthened due diligence efforts as chartering journeys are documented. Emphasis for this report has taken place regarding the transit of bauxite and alumina material to our aluminium producer asset.
 

		Text14: Producer B is committed to the highest standards of integrity and accountability.
Producer B has established a speak up policy Speak Up  - Report a Business Conduct Concern
We encourage you to Speak Up when our values and standards are not being followed (a “Business Conduct Concern”).
 
Our Speak Up Policy is our global `whistleblower policy', and is available to everyone.

		Text15: CAHRAs have been identified initially through reference to the Indicative, non-exhaustive list of Conflict-Afflicted and High-risk Areas under regulation (EU) 2017/821. However, noting that this list is rather limited following the Aluminium Stewardship Initiative recommendation as outlined within the Performance Standard, a cross-check against the Heidelberg Institute for International Conflict Research Barometer is conducted.
 
For the purpose of calender year 2023 the above were the methods used to identify CAHRAs.
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LME submission 2024, 2023 calendar year data 


Section 1 Brand Information  


LME Brand Producer name Producer ‘X’ 


LME Brand name(s) 


Address of Brand producing site 


Section 2 


2a. Describe the Company’s Management Systems 


Producer ‘X’s Responsible Sourcing Framework (Framework) is an intelligence and risk-based decision framework 
which integrates the management and improvement of ESG performance into our Source to Contract, Supplier 
Relationship Management and contract lifecycle of our inbound supply chain commercial activities process. 
Identifying ESG risk and providing a structure to remediate and/or improve ESG performance.  


The purpose of the Framework is to develop the supply chain required to reinvent the aluminium industry for a 


sustainable future, fostering the supplier relationships required to Advance Sustainably.  


Our Standard Operating Procedure XXX (SOP) outlines the Responsible Sourcing Framework, defines 


responsibilities and program governance. Supporting the SOP is our Human Rights Policy, Indigenous People 


policy, Social Policy, Security Policy, Code of Conduct and Integrity Line.  


We have 5 program partners supporting the Framework: 


• Partner Service A – providing ESG risk screening, auditing and monitoring, Partner Service A uses a suite
of intelligence sources to assess not only country and industry risk but also 21 ESG criteria. As part of the
IQ screening algorithm country risk is assessed utilising databases such as the Corruption Perceptions
Index combined with Partner Service A’s extensive knowledge base. The 21 ESG criteria are summarised
as follows:


o Environment - Energy consumption and greenhouse gasses; Water; Biodiversity; Local and


accidental pollution; Material, chemicals and waste; Product use; Product end-of-life; Customer


health and safety; Environmental Services and advocacy


o Human Rights - Employee Health and Safety; Working conditions; Social dialogue; Career


management and training; Child labour, forced labour and human trafficking; Diversity,


discrimination and harassment; External stakeholder human rights


o Ethics – Corruption; Anticompetitive practices; Responsible Information Management


o Sustainable Procurement - Supplier environmental practices; Supplier social practices


• Partner Service B – anti-bribery and corruption screening.


• Partner Service C – denied parties and sanction screening.


• Partner Service D - Maritime Observation System and platform providing vessel traceability and due
diligence


Outlined in our Supplier Standards, the external facing element of the Framework is the Supplier Sustainability 


Program (SSP). 


A, B, C, D, E, F, G, H







The SSP consists of three key pillars: 


1. Assess – the assessment of our supply chain and supply chain source materials, against the ESG risks
of Governance, Human Rights, Modern Slavery, Social and Environmental Impact. Suppliers are scored
and monitored based on publicly available data, country risk, commodity risk.


2. Audit – to verify implementation, provide due diligence, and increase transparency. Supplier desk top
audits and analysis provided through Partner Service A.


3. Advance – Working with out supply chains and Suppliers though improvement plans, setting key
performance objectives and developing strategic partnerships to manage risk and create long-term value.
Suppliers who score below 25 on their desktop audit are required to complete a corrective action plan and
reassess within 12 months. Selected Suppliers are invited to participate in the field audit program.


Traders, Intermediaries and Scrap Suppliers undertake due diligence through Partner Service B. 


All Suppliers are loaded into our Supplier Information Management (SIM) platform as part of the on boarding 


process. Here denied parties, sanctions screening and beneficial ownership is continuously screened and 


monitored through a Partner Service. Shipments are monitoring through Partner Service’s, here vessel loading, 


discharge and tonnage information is available. Mineral origin data is manually collected and mapped per 


supplier for key raw materials.  


The Program is governed by the Procurement PMO structure, tracked against the following KPIs: 


• >95% of all Supplier’s Assessed.


• All high-risk suppliers to complete further due diligence Ratings Assessment.


• >60% of Suppliers to improve Assessment Rating on reassessment.


• All Suppliers with a Rating <25 working on Corrective Action Plans.


• X (number set each year) of field audits.


• Regionally specific Inclusion & Diversity metrics.


The Program is reviewed for effectiveness through our annual reporting process (ie. Annual Sustainability Report 


and regional Modern Slavery Statements), 3 yearly ASI Performance Standard and Chain of Custody Audits, and 


third-party Human Rights Audits.  


b) Describe how this policy been communicated to suppliers, employees, and the public


The SSP is outlined in our Supplier Standards. The Supplier Standards are publicly available on our website and 


form part of the tender documentation provided to suppliers through our ERP. Major updates are electronically 


communicated through our distribution list. Performance of the SSP is communicated publicly through our Annual 


Sustainability Report, and global Modern Slavery Statements.  


New employees receive onboarding training, with annual training modules delivered on both the Responsible 


Sourcing Procurement and Chain of Custody. All training is available on demand through our Procurement 


University.  


c) Explain the management structure responsible for the Producer’s due diligence, including who is


directly responsible for implementing the supply chain due diligence policy


Accountability for the Framework sits with the Chief Procurement Officer/ Vice President Procurement, and 


responsibility for the execution and management of the program is with the Director Responsible Sourcing (Global 


Procurement).  


The Responsible Sourcing department comprises of 1 director, 1 direct report, 1 intern and an agile team of 10 


champions embedded in regional sourcing teams, and 4 auditors for the field audits.  







d) Describe the system of controls and transparency over the mineral supply chain put in place by


the Producer. This includes:


a. the type of information the Producer collects from suppliers,


b. whether this information is required in commercial contracts with suppliers


c. the format of the record-keeping of the Producer (such as paper-based, computerised, digital


leger technology, or part of an institutionalised mechanism)


 and d. for how long this information is stored 


ESG related information for the purposes of the Program is collected and managed by our Program Partners. 


Each of our Program Partners has their own Data Privacy Standards, and through our contracts are required to 


be compliant with regional legislation (as applicable). Record keeping is digital, and Partner Service A for 


example retain supplier data for 5 years past the end of the contractual relationship between Partner Service A 


and that Supplier.   


Producer ‘X’ retains summarised data to support our annual disclosures. 


e. Describe the data the management system has yielded this Reporting Period and how it has


strengthened the company’s due diligence efforts


The data collected through our Program Partners forms the criteria for ESG risk determination and location 


mapping by our Program Partners which informs the further due diligence measures to be taken. Location 


mapping allows us to understand the location our Tier 1 supply chain and subsidiaries, risk determination allows 


us to segment our supply chain and develop strategies to address specific ESG criteria. Partner Services 


assessment and Partner Service Audits provide insights into specific indicators to determine ESG maturity and 


inform contract KPIs and management. Partner Service’s ongoing screening alerts us to sanctions changes and 


other ESG concerns providing a dynamic scoring ensuring that risk assessments are continuous and triggers for 


further due diligence are not just annual. Introduced in 2023 our field audit program involves conducting field 


audits of selected suppliers. The field audit program provides a ground level audit of a suppliers actions, policies 


and treatment of employees, and aims to work with the supplier to improve their Partner Service Ratings score, 


identify any modern slavery red flag, and advance broader sustainability efforts.  


f. Confirm that a company-level or industry-wide grievance mechanism has been established and


provide evidence


Producer ‘X’ operates a global Integrity Line. The Integrity Line is referenced on our website, in our Code of 


Conduct and Supplier Standards..  


g. Describe the Producer’s method for identifying Conflict-Affected and High-Risk Areas (“CAHRA”)


CAHRAs are identified as part of our SSP in the Assess stage through Partner Service A. Partner Service A uses 


among others sources the Corruptions Perception Index to determine a country risk rating for Suppliers and 


subsidiaries. Partner Services B utilises their International Bribery and Corruption Index. Further we map and 


monitor key raw materials utilizing Partner Service data, and overlay that with the CAHRA list published by the 


European Commission CAHRAs (cahraslist.net). 



https://www.cahraslist.net/





Brand A - B RFA workbook







Brand C RFA workbook







Brand D RFA workbook







Brand E RFA workbook







Brand F RFA workbook







Brand G RFA workbook







Brand H RFA workbook







Appendix 1: Attachments
1. Human rights policy
2. Indigenous peoples policy
3. Social policy
4. Security policy
5. Code of conduct 
6. Integrity line
7. Ecovadis rating
8. Supplier standards 
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LME RED FLAG ASSESSMENT TEMPLATE 


Introduction 


• This document constitutes the LME RFA Template (the “template”) for the purposes of the LME Policy on Responsible Sourcing of LME-Listed Brands
(the “Policy”).  This template and embedded workbook is only required for Brands following the Audited LME RFA Track (Track B) and the Published
LME RFA Track (Track C). Capitalised terms not defined herein have the meaning ascribed to them in the Policy.


• This template is based on the “Supplement on Tin, Tantalum and Tungsten” of the OECD Due Diligence Guidance for Responsible Supply Chains of
Minerals from Conflict-Affected and High-Risk Areas, Third Edition.  References to “OECD Guidance” in the context of this template should be
interpreted accordingly.


• The purpose of the OECD Guidance is to help companies respect human rights and avoid contributing to conflict through their sourcing decisions,
including the choice of their suppliers1.


• Producers should consult the Policy for information on Reporting Periods, and submission deadlines;  other contextual information may be found in the
guidance notes published by the LME.


• Please submit all relevant documents in English, this includes the template, RFA workbook, and any supplemental documents the LME should consider
as part of the submission.


• The RFA workbook is available here:


Microsoft Excel 
Worksheet


1 OECD Guidance, page 12 
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Section 1. BRAND INFORMATION 


LME Brand Producer name2 


LME Brand name(s)2,3 


Reporting Period start date (DD/MM/YYYY) 


Reporting Period end date (DD/MM/YYYY) 


Date of submission (DD/MM/YYYY) 


Address of Brand producing site 


Website of Brand Producer 


Name of person submitting RFA 


Job title of person submitting RFA 


Phone number 


Email address 


2 This may be found on the list of LME Approved Brands: https://www.lme.com/en/physical-services/brands/approved-brands  
3 In the majority of cases, each Brand will require a unique RFA. However, if multiple Brands are produced by the same Producer, and the responses to the 
RFA questions are identical for all said Brands, one RFA may be submitted for all Brands. 



https://www.lme.com/en/physical-services/brands/approved-brands
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Section 2. COMPANY MANAGEMENT SYSTEMS 


a. Describe the Producer’s supply chain due diligence policy. The policy should incorporate the standards against which due diligence is to be
conducted, consistent with the model policy contained in Annex II of the OECD Guidance.4


Please provide a link or a copy where available.


4 OECD Guidance, page 20 
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b. Describe how this policy been communicated to suppliers, employees, and the public.5


c. Explain the management structure responsible for the Producer’s due diligence, including who is directly responsible for implementing the supply
chain due diligence policy.6


5 OECD Guidance, page 17 
6 OECD Guidance, page 17 and page 52 
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d. Describe the system of controls and transparency over the mineral supply chain put in place by the Producer. This includes:
a. the type of information7 the Producer collects from suppliers,
b. whether this information is required in commercial contracts with suppliers8


c. the format of the record-keeping of the Producer (such as paper-based, computerised, digital leger technology, or part of an
institutionalised mechanism)8, and


d. for how long this information is stored8.


7 OECD Guidance, page 38, which refers to the information expected on page 37 
8 OECD Guidance, page 38 
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e. Describe the data the management system has yielded this Reporting Period and how it has strengthened the company’s due diligence efforts.9


f. Confirm that a company-level or industry-wide grievance mechanism has been established and provide evidence.10


9 OECD Guidance, page 52 
10 OECD Guidance, page 17 with details on page 40 
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g. Describe the Producer’s method for identifying Conflict-Affected and High-Risk Areas (“CAHRA”).11


11 Though not directly referenced in the OECD Guidance, the LME requires this information to be disclosed as part of the transparency requirements for 
Track C. In line with the Policy, the LME expects that the definition of “conflict-affected and high-risk areas” will be as set out in the “Supplement on Gold” of 
the OECD Guidance page 66. 
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Section 3. LOCATION OF MINERAL ORIGIN AND TRANSIT RED FLAG EVALUATION 


Use the workbook to provide the following information: 


a. On the basis of the Producer’s Company Management Systems for tracing the transit of materials from its operations and those of its suppliers, 
list all countries from which the minerals used for this Brand originated and transited through during the Reporting Period.


b. Identify whether each of the countries listed in (a.) is a source for the Brand material or a country through which the material only transits.
c. Specify the type of material being sourced or transited. This is optional to disclose and only requested to assist in answering the remaining 


questions.
d. Classify each country’s CAHRA status:


(i) A country of which no area falls into the CAHRA definition;
(ii) A country of which all areas fall into the CAHRA definition; or
(iii) A country of which some, but not all areas fall into the CAHRA definition. In this case, indicate whether the material is sourced from or 


transits through the CAHRA in the comment column.
e. For each of the source countries identified, assess if the volume of mineral the Producer sourced during the Reporting Period is in keeping with 


the source country's known reserves and expected production levels. Provide the result of your assessment.
f. For each of the countries identified, assess if this country known to transit materials from CAHRAs.
g. For each of the source countries in (b.), assess the status of the supplier’s Extractive Industry Transparency Initiative (“EITI”) implementation 


following these steps12:
(i) State whether or not the country is an EITI-implementing country13;
(ii) If the supplier is located in an EITI-implementing country, identify if the supplier is in compliance with the EITI reporting requirements of 


that country14. Provide links to the relevant company’s submission for the purpose of EITI reporting, where such a disclosure does not 
reveal commercially sensitive information.


(iii) If the country is not an EITI-implementing country, identify if the supplier takes other steps to provide transparency on payments to 
governments and other matters in line with the aims of EITI. Provide link(s) to disclosures where available.


12 The LME believes that financial crime and corruption risk represent important concerns for industry stakeholders.  Accordingly, the LME is particularly keen 
to ensure that the principles of the EITI, as referenced on page 52 of the OECD Guidance, are embedded into global supply chains.  As such, this template 
references the specific wording of the OECD Guidance in respect of EITI, but further requires that Producers explain broader disclosure on a per-country basis. 
13 The status of country’s EITI implementation can be found here: https://eiti.org/countries  
14 Producers are encouraged to contact the EITI International Secretariat secretariat@eiti.org for support in finding and understanding supplier’s reports. 



https://eiti.org/countries

mailto:secretariat@eiti.org
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Section 4. SUPPLIER RED FLAG EVALUATION 


The Producer is expected to identify all intermediaries, consolidators, or other actors upstream in their supply chain through their management 
system15. This includes but is not limited to: traders who provide minerals to the Producer or the Producer’s suppliers; parent companies of the 
Producer or the Producer’s suppliers; and companies that have a controlling interest in the Producer or Producer’s suppliers (“Relevant Companies”). 
The Producer then must identify whether any of the Relevant Companies operate in or source from CAHRAs16. 


If a Relevant Company operates in or sources minerals from a CAHRA, a potential OECD Red Flag is raised. Producers should verify through public 
sources, KYC checks, and engagement with suppliers to secure evidence (including spot checks as appropriate), that the supplier has strong company-
wide due diligence management systems. If evidence is secured (and provided to the LME upon request) that minerals from a red flag location of 
mineral origin and transit have not entered the Brand’s feedstock and the Relevant company has strong company-wide due diligence management 
systems, Producers may continue to use this template and follow the public disclosure requirements of the relevant Track. If no evidence is available, 
the supplier red flag remains and the Producer will be referred to Track A for enhanced due diligence with the support of an assurance framework17. 


Use the workbook to provide the following information: 


a. Indicate where the "Relevant Companies" have operated in or sourced minerals during the Reporting Period.
b. Classify the locations provided in (a.) into either locations where no minerals are produced (such as headquarters, offices, or holding companies) 


or locations where minerals are produced.
c. Classify each country’s CAHRA status:


(i) A country of which no area falls into the CAHRA definition;
(ii) A country of which all areas fall into the CAHRA definition; or
(iii) A country of which some, but not all areas fall into the CAHRA definition.  In this case, indicate whether the operations are located within 


the CAHRA in the comment column.
d. If any CAHRAs are identified, provide confirmation that the Producer has secured evidence that the origin or transit of the material entering their 


feedstock was not sourced from the CAHRA that raised the OECD supplier red flag and that the Relevant Company has strong company-wide 
due diligence management systems.


15 OECD Guidance, page 34, which refers to the information expected to be collected by Producers on page 37 
16 The LME is aware that the OECD Guidance goes further on this point, including countries with limited reserves or production levels and countries where 
minerals from CAHRAs are known to transit; however, the LME considers these points to be adequately covered in Section 3. 
17The LME provides a guidance note on this topic: https://www.lme.com/en/About/Responsibility/Responsible-sourcing#Guidance-notes-and-webinars  



https://www.lme.com/en/About/Responsibility/Responsible-sourcing#Guidance-notes-and-webinars





LME Red Flag Assessment Template 


11 


Section 5. RED FLAG ASSESSMENT 


a. Is there any Input Material for the LME Brand where the origin is unable to be determined? ☐ Yes         ☐ No


b. Do any of the countries identified in Section 3 LOCATION OF MINERAL ORIGIN AND TRANSIT EVALUATION fall
into the CAHRA areas identified in 3.d?


☐ Yes         ☐ No


c. Do any of the source countries identified in Section 3 LOCATION OF MINERAL ORIGIN AND TRANSIT EVALUATION
receive a quantity of material that is out of keeping with the source country's known reserves and expected production
levels as answered in 3.e?


☐ Yes         ☐ No


d. Do any of the countries identified in Section 3 LOCATION OF MINERAL ORIGIN AND TRANSIT EVALUATION fall
into the list of countries known to transit materials from CAHRAs identified in 3.f?


☐ Yes         ☐ No


e. Do any of the countries identified in Section 4. SUPPLIER RED FLAG EVALUATION fall into the CAHRA areas
identified in 4.c without confirmation provided in 4.d?


☐ Yes       ☐ No


f. Is the answer to any of Section 5.a – 5.e positive?


If yes, the LME Brand is considered to have raised an OECD Red Flag and must use Track A.


☐ Yes        ☐ No


g. Does the Producer fail to identify the EITI status of any of the source countries identified in Section 3 LOCATION OF
MINERAL ORIGIN AND TRANSIT EVALUATION in 3.g.(i)?


☐ Yes         ☐ No


h. Does the Producer fail to provide supplier’s EITI disclosure information described in 3.g.(ii) for suppliers located in EITI-
implementing countries?


☐ Yes         ☐ No
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i. Does the Producer believe that the Red Flag Assessment should result in a different outcome than indicated in 5.f?  If
so, then a full explanation must be given.


Explanation: 


☐ Yes        ☐ No
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Additional comments: 















Appendix 1: Attachments
1. Supplier registration form
2. Evaluation questionnaire - concentrate suppliers
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		Text3: 

		Text10: Company´s policy are available in company´s website.

		Text1: 

		Text2: 

		Text4: 

		Date1_af_date: 01/01/2023

		Date2_af_date: 31/12/2023

		Date3_af_date: 20/06/2024

		Text5: 

		Text6: 

		Text7: 

		Text8: 

		Text9: According to the current policy procedure, the due diligence of new suppliers will be carried out by a subcontracted company. The procedure was revised and after this revision there was a shutdown of the plant, that's the reason why Company didn´t have the opportunity to monitor the due diligence activity of a subcontracted vendor 
The operation returned recently and shall have new positions by the end of the year.
 
 
 

		Text11: In a first moment, the group was leaded by XX and composed by XX and XX.
Now the policy of suppliers register follows the guidelines from Company´s procurement and the due diligence will be conducted by a subcontracted vendor.
 

		Text12: a) 
 Information is collected through questionnaires and maintained electronically on Company's intranet.
- Certifications, like ISO, that will ensure good practices about management system, environment, security and human rights;
- Material sourcing;
- Code of Ethics/Conduct;
- Governance Model;
 
b) 
 
In 2023 company had a continuation of 2022 contracts, therefore, the supply control and transparency system is not yet explicitly included. They will be included in the new contracts.
 
c) 
 
Computerised;
 
d) 
 
As the registers are stored electronically, this information keep in our folders for good.

		Text13: Suppliers´ diligence gives Company the warranty that the company's internal procedures are being followed and that the products that we are acquiring are coming from companies with a solid management system and the best practices in relation to the community and its employees.
 
 

		Text14: Yes, the Company has and it can be accessed by the weblink below:
 
[LINK]
 
Claims from Company´s customers are registered in an internal system called XX.
 

		Text15: According to Paranapanema´s point of view, a CAHRA is a geographic area that can have:
 
- Ongoing conflicts involving political, economic, social, cultural, territorial, or other issues.;
- Policitical instability;
- High levels of violence - presence of armed groups;
- Displaced polutation;
- Violation of Human rights;
 
The Company collects relevant data from diverse sources such as government reports, international organizations´ publications, articles, news and ensure that this data is up-to-date and reliable.
After we validate the findings making a cross-reference with organizations like United Nations, Human Rights Watch.
 
Decision-making process: the definition of conflict zones is carried out by consensus between the Technical Development and Raw Material Management departments based on internet research on sites such as https://tdi-sustainability.com/tools/tdi-cahra/ , https://www.un.org/en/ and market information. Methodology is reviewed every two years, however, due to global changes, the assessment of conflict zones will always be current.
It's also a requirement ISO certification from the mines.
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